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CHRISTI AN U.NION.

if. MURRAY.

No subject in the religions world ut the
present tiine is attracting so inuch thought
and attention as the subject of Christian
union. The best and tallest minds in aill the
churches are corning to see its àmportanco,
and the absolute necessity of a united effort
in ordor to the fulfilling the will and work of
God. Such noted theologians as Dr. Park-
hurst,'Lyman Abbott, and others, have said
plainly and loudly that donominationalism
and divisions were false to Christianity.
Truth and righteousness eau never triumph,
the kingdom of Christ in it8 fullness can
neoer come, until the childron uf God are
united in lis service. The great design of
Christ's mission on earth was one of peace.

He came and preached pence to you who
were afar off and to thern who were nigh.
(Eph. 2: 17) The song of the angolic mes-
eengers vas "Pence on earth and good will
to men." Peace and harnony is•the music
of the heavenly life. The power of the cross
was to break down all the divisions and par-
tition walls, nnd to make of the two, Jev
and Gentile, one new man, so making peace.
This new spiritual nature must of necessity
break down ail divisions and form one con-
mon brotherhood. It must reconcile us ail
unto God in one body.

Although the necessity of Christian union
is admitted, yet thoro seems to bo an impres-
sion, quite prevalent, that such a union is
impossible ; but nothing can bo impossible
that is necessary. Why is it thought to be
impossible ? Simply because of a miistaken
idea of what is required to consumnmate a
union. It is generally supposed that the
cause of the divisions are the differences of
religious opinions, and to unite we must
sacrifice our cherished principles, or some of
them at least, and also b compelled to ne-
cept ideas and 'opinions that we do not now
bolieve. Much of the labor in the cause of
union lins been along this lino of harmoniz-
ing the couflicting principles of the Christian
world ; but they will rot harmonize, and
therefore thero never will b a union of dis-
putod priuciples.

Bore is the mistake. Christian union does
not demand or involve the sacrifice of any
cherished principles or opinions, nor compel
us to accept of any opinions that we do not
already believe, from the fact that these con-
flicting ideas are not tne cause of division.
Go into axîy body o! people aud WC find tme
same conflicting ideas that we find between
different dcnominations and yet not divided.
This shows us very forcibly that it is not the
opinions that divide, and that wo eau hold
contlicting vicws and still be united. What
is it thon that divides us ? IL is the use we
mako of our opinions. The pile of stoues is
the material out of which you make a wall
and a division between you and your next
noighbor, but no one would say that the
stones wer the ovall. If your uoighbor te-
qostod you to take away the Wall yos h ould
not suppose lie ment that yen sbould. dispose

of the stones. While wo admit that the varied t
conflicting views tlamt now exists are the
material out of which the dividing linos ire
comnposed, we nmust aIso adumit that We can
have tho material without the wal ; and the
demand or plea for Christian union to.day ii
that We dispense with the wall, but net with
the niaterial. Wo havo a perfect right te our
opinions, but Wvo have no riglit to se use thom
as te dlivido tho childron of Gocl.

Brother A and B made up their minds te
becomo Christians. Thoy made the good
confession and wero baptized into Christ,
and wore thoroforo Christiains, members of
the church of Christ They oach hold to
their own peculhar ideas and lived together
in Christian union and fellowslip a number
of years. In course of time Brother B con-
cluded he would become somnething more
than a Christian, se lie joined tho -

church. That somîething more separated
.him from Brother A. It was the partition
that divided them. Brother B soon saw that
he was responsible for the division, and lie
saw the ovil of it, and wisely decided te seek
a union agamin. But how can this b effected?
Do yo say ho must change bis views? No,
indeed. Ie and Brother A lived in union
and fellowship a number of years holding the
sane views that ho now holds. Must lie
como over the Wall into Brother A's church i
Verily not ; he is there now ; there is no
coniimg about it, or changing of views.
What, thon, is needed ? Take down the
wall that separate. them and be as he was
before, only a Christian. fere is the only
possible ground of Christian union, to become
a Ohristian by the acceptance of undisputed
trutlhs and remaining simply a Christian and
nothing more.

GODS RIEL LATION TO TIE IVOR LD.

M. n RYAN.

There is constant danger that we will for-
get God. Lest we do se, God's word reminds
us, with great frequency, of bis relation t,)
the world of whici wc form a part. These
reminders are especially numerous in the Old
Testament Scriptures. But the New Testa-
ment aise keeps this important mtter prom-
inently before us. The thoughts in this
article are suggested mainly by New Testa-
ment passages..

I. GoD IS TurE CREATOR. Sone so-ealled
scientists would persuade us that there lias
been no creation. Things have developed,
they say-man from animals, the higher
animais from lower forms, and so on back te
the beginning. But, whatever truth there
may be im the evolutionary theory, oven that
theory must admit a "begiinning." And
thore the Scriptures of both Testaments meet
the scientists. ".in the beginning, God,"
says the Old Testament. " lu the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was itl God,
and the Word was God," says the New Testa-
ment, and both Testaments present God as
Creator. "God created the heaven and the
earth," says Le Old. "All things were
made by him and without him was net any-
thing made that bath been made," says the
New. Evolution may be a method of making
things ; but the mnethod is net the maker.
God is the maker, -by whatever methods lie
has accomnplislied his work. He is "Lthe God

bat made the worlds and ail things therein."
SH-e made of one every nation of men to
lwell on all the face of the earth."

Certain important things follow from this.
The first right in anything made is vested in
the inaker. What God has made, God owns.
l Tje earth is the Lord's and the fulness
thiereof." Lot ail landlords and earth grab-
bers take notice that back of ail claims that
mon may profess to the earth, or any portion
of it, is the right of God based on creation -
a right which he has nover quit-claimed.
And what is true of the earth's surface is truc
of its resources and its products. The silvor
md gold and precions stones, and valuablo
ores and minerais, stored away in the cham-
bers of the earth are his troasures. And the
myriad forns of life which crowd son and
land, as well as tho abundant harvesta froni
field and orchard, are bis possession, "seeing
lie himsolf givoth to ail life and breath and
aIl things." Lot the proud "possessors" of
worldly wealth humble themselves before the
Owner of ail things, and confess themselves
but stewards of his bounty.

But further than this-man himself is not
exempt from this "right" of bis Creator.
I Ye are not your own," may truly be said
of men in view of their owing their existence
to God. A selfdslh life is a denial of God's
ownership in us ; but it does not invalidate
his title. " God, whose I am," was Paul's
acknowledgement of God's title to him, not
only by riglt of redemption but by right of
creation.

This ownership of God in us is the natural
basis of ail his claims upon us. The maker
lias the right to c.ontrol the thing made. He
bas the right of service fromi the thing made.
This right of God we vould be compellod to
admit oven though his demande upon us were
not filled with love and a dosire for our high-
est welfare and happiness as they are.

I. GoD 1S THE PRESERVER. The world
does not sustain itself. It is true that the
plant yiolds the seed and the seed reproduces
the plant. It is true that animals and men
propogate their kind. But it is not true that
they do this without God. " For in him we
live and move and have our being." He up-
holds ail things by the word of bis power.
"In him .Il things consist," or "hold to-
gether."

Dissolution and death are everywhore
active. Autagonistic forces tug perpotually
at every existing thing, threatening te pull
it asunder and reduce it to its original Cie-
monts. They would tear planet from planet
and reduce the solar system te chaos. They
would tear atom from aton, and leave the
the orderly universe a heap of dust. It is
nat <'nature," in the infidel Godless sonse,
that keeps things together and builds them
up into ever new and beautiful forms. That
is not "nature's" way. She is a vandal. She
destroys. It is God who "holds things to-
gether."

God is the fountain of life. Death is the
nost "' natural" thing in the world. "I die
daily," is not only a confession of peril by a


