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OuR NEED oF PREACHERS,

What Jesus said whon Ie was on earth will bo
truo forevor. Ieaven and earth shall pass away,
bat Ilis word shall not pass away. llo said many
things to His disciples which they did not then
understand. Whon the Iloly Spirit camo upon
thom He brought all Jesns' words to their minds
and qualified them to write thom out with infallible
certainty for the bonefit of all coming gencrations,
so that all who hear them hear Christ.

Jesus smd unto His disciples, ‘¢ The harvest
truly is plenteous, but the laborers are fow, Pray
yo therefore tho Lord of tho harvest that e will
send forth laborers into His harvest.” (Matt, ix,
37-38). 1o said this at a tamoe when the multitudes
fainted and were scattered as sheep without a
shepherd. His heart went out in compassion for
these multitudes. o wished Ilis disciples to feol
for them as He did, and thus pray tv tho Lord of
the harvest for laborers,

Jesus novor changes. What were Iis feolings
for tho peoplo then aro His feolings for the people
now, ana the harvest that was great then is great
still, and still the laborers are comparatively feow.

Our aim, as a peoplo, is to be simply the disciples
of Christ, W:ithout waiting to ask what shall this
or that man do, we should urgs the nccessity of
ourselves being the true and accopted followers of
the Lord. While we strive to preach the Gospel of
Christ, and nothing else, and give to onquirers for
salvaiion the very answer the apostles, with the
Holy Spirit, sent down from heaven, gave tu their
enquirers, wo should alsv earnestly hear aad heed
what Jesus said to His disciples. We are en-
couraged to feel for the scattered peoplo and pray
as Hou directed tu the Lurd of the harvest, We
therefore hun bly submit the following.

1. Do we in these provinces need more Gospel
preachers? The Disciples in Nova Scotia and Now
Branswick have been for years striving to raise
funds and obtain suitable men to preach the Gospol
in these provinces. Though in a measure success-
ful, they find it harder tu get the men than to raise
the money to support them. Where men have

preached, the sced has fallen into honcst hearts, | auxious to build the Lord’s house. The Lord had | ering.

and here aud there sume have turned to the Lord.
Ths calls buing tany, and the laburers few,

when such aro unexpectedly called away by death.
How very sad has Leen the loss of Juhn B. Wallaco,
particularly in his field of labor, Lo was so true
aud self denied, and so beloved by his people. 1t
becomes & sorious question, Whore will cne bo
found to fill his place? Death will soon deprive us
of others, and who are to take their places unless
the Lord of tho harvest send forth moro?

Theseo hnes are writtan cighty miles from hoino,
whither wo bave come at the invitation of the
church at East Point, P. E, I, This church has
soverely suffered this spring from la grippe. Quto
a number of its members, old and young, have
passed sway, othors are sick. Thoy have not scen
the face of one of our preachers since October last.
Not one to preach, visie the sick and dying, or attend
tho burial of the dead. The faithful aud boloved
John McDonald, who has long been a leader in the
church, now in his 86th yesr, is sick and his re-
covery doubtful. This church is at the extremo
end of tho Island, far from any other church of
disciples, and its members so scattered that it is
ditheult to meot for worship and onjoy the socioty
of each other. Wlhile this 18 the cage, young mem-
bers have mnot the advantages of many other
churches, and have greater temptations. Iluw
very much they need o faithful preacher, both to
assist che members and gather others to Christ.
Brothren who have visited Iast Puint at * the
annuals,” and at other times, will not forget the
Christianity manifested both at their homes and at
their beautiful houso of worship, free for the accom-
modation of all and free from debt., Especially
will preachers remember their warm-hearted
sympathy and Christian liborality. It would be
among tho last places to hear of ‘¢ hirelings,” or
‘“men preaching for meney.” Wo sincerely hopo
that o're long a true mun will be found laboring
among them. Other places on this Island would
greatly rejuico to have and assist true men.

1I. The encouragement these words of Jesus
gives His disciples:

1st. We learn the harvest is the Lord’s. This
is cheering news. We are so ready to think the
harvest is ours, and worry because wo do not seo a
greater gathering, and sometimes think it will be a
failure, Jesus does not leavo the matter in our
hands. He will take cave or that. What we sre
to be concernced about is our own labor in the barvest,
and not about the harvest itself. Lot tho laborer
work hard and wiscly, sleep sourdly., The Lord
- wi take caro of His harvest, David was very

appuinted another to do it. David worked hard
and faithfully providing waterials. The huuse was

lLurd hore direols, and show their sincority by
 finding ont and encouraging tho lnborers whom God
tsonds. These men need the sympathy of tho
| church, and to bo assisted in their laborsfor Christ,
as woll as to have their temporal wants supplied,
and the chure which faithfully attends to both
may oxpect tho Lord’'s blessing. ‘They can also
manifest their lovo for Christ aud His causo by
nssisting and cncouraging pious young wmen who
aro anxious tospend their lives in working in tho
Lord’s harvest,
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AN OPEN QUESTIUN,

“ Why is 1t the Disciples have not increased
faster inour provinces]” The writer has frequently
heard his question, and undoubtedly othors have
heard the same, It is an important question, and
well deserves a symposium of our best thought.

We admit that our growth is too slow. Whilo
wo have been losing our numbers by the exodus to
other countries, still we have not beon growing
commensurate with our plea and our abilities,
The fact that we will bo held respoasible for any
loss or seeming failure in the work of God, ahould
stimulate us to meot this question squarely, and if
posstble find the auswer and be benefited by the
remedy. While we are not disposed to ropine or
despond cver the past, wo are intensely anxious
for the future of our cause in these proyinces, and
think tho time has surely come for a ringing cry
from every lover of the truth, for a furward move-
mont in all our churches. Tt is this burning desire
in our heart that leads us to givo a fow things that
seem, in our humble judgment, very necessary to
secure prosperity. Wo submit what is known or
al.least ought to be known by evory Disciple. 1st.
That tho cause cannot prosper, only in the hands
of those who are loyal to the truth. Whatever
nay be our strength financially or socially, wo
. cannot succeed without the truth. The success of
the Apostoulic Charch was in the sirict and constant
attendance to the Word of Gud. ¢¢ Thoy contiaued
steadfastly in tho apestle’s doctrine and the fellow-
ship, and in tl 3 breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
Acts ii: 42. The early Disciples met on the first
day of tho week ostensibly for this purpose, to
bring to the Lurd their gifts, as thoy were pros-
oered, and to remembor him in his death and suff-
They were not limited tv places or numbera,
but wherever they counld meet, whether in an upper
ruvm, or in & humblo cottage, few or many, there

many places thoy have not romained lung enough | built, and well built, by anuther, and the Lord | they wero found in memory of their blessed Lord.
to furm the counverts into churches, but they are | accupted of David's guud intentions and what he | ** Do this in memory of Me,” sags the Saviour. If

left scattered like sheep without a shepherd, In

did do. We may not always know our part of the

we love Him we will attend to this becausc it is

other places little churches are furmed who strive | labor, but let us do wisely and well the part our | true; ¢ If wo love Him we will keep Ris command-
to heep up the public worship of the Lurd's house. | hands find to do, and the Lord will make it all | ments.” VWhen a Disciple of Christ will forsake

They strugglo and succeed to build weoting-houses,
but having ne preachers these churches are not

right at last.
2nd, We du not always know how to pray or

this institution when it is possible for him to attend
to 1t, he has either lost lns lovo for Christ, or he is

in.reased, ) When preachers leave their own fields | what to pray for. Jesus here tells us buth, He woefully 1ignorant of his Master's will. When wo
and for a time labor with these churchs, the people | spreads before our minds the seattered maltitude. | see Disciples who will not meot to rememnber their

como to hear, and sume are cunserted, the members

Their svnls are as valuablo as ours, Jesus died for

blessed Lord because they feel a littletired, or they

are instructed, checred and strengthened. So , them as he died for us. . He feels for them as He jate not pleased with some of their brathren, or

things are slowly muving i, Itis fuuna by ex-
porience that churches du not grow whoro there are
not men develing their time to the ministry of the
word. It is truo all the time that ¢ it hath pleased
Ged by the fuolishness of preaching to save them
that believe.” Young ccnverts, tou, need tho
timo and assistanco of faithful men in their strug-
gles for oter al life,

New ficlds are continually upening up, but there
are not laborers to go and gather in the sheaves.
Who but the Lord of the harvest knows all this
and can furnish the supply?

Whei preachors are se fow with us wo feel tho
loss whon o ngoful man has ‘o leave the country for
want ~f support, or want of health, and atill more

felt fur us when wo were seattered and pershing.
He wishes us to icol for them too, and with this
feeling pray to God to save them. His way of
saving them 1s for faithful men to tell them over
aund over again of Jesus and Bislove. Thus Je.us
tells us how 1o pray, and what to pray for.

No prayer can ever pass from man to God but
through Christ the Mediator.
Mediator telling us the right prayer to offer. Tho
prayer that honors God. That Ged waits and
dolights to auswer. Ja thero not oneouragment in
thego words of Jesus.

they want to attend some othor church, or bzcauso
there are unly a few to meet, cte., we may bo
assured they are not the material for building up
the causo of Christ; and it can never prospor in
therr hands. To see the force of this we need only
to look at the mise and progress of any successful
church. We are well acquanted wita the history

But here is the | of ono church whose number was only soven.

| Thoy mot in tho houso of ono of the brethren to

| attend to the Lord’s Suppor. They wero scorned,

and nidiculed, and abused by saints (7) and sinners,
but none of these things moved them. Thuy loved

A'lt,hough much more remains to be said on this | the Lord, and woroe therefore ready at all times at
?llb_]uct wo must for tho present close. It is vastly | all cust, to do His will. 'They naturally and necos-
important that the Disciples of Christ pray as their | sarily grow to ho a large and strong church,



