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Pharmacy in England.

The Progress of Pharmacy In Great Britaln
During the Queen's Reign.

(From our own Correspondent,)

The diamond jubilee of Queen Victoria
is responsible for a gocd deal of looking
backwards, and various articles have ap-
peared in the magazines recording the
progress that has been made in science,
arts, and manufactues during the record
reign. [ make no apology, therefore, in
following the fashion and in attempting
within the space at my command, to de-
scnbe something of the progress that has
been made in pharmacy here during the
sixty years,

‘There is always a fascination in trying
1o realize what were the conditions under
which our predecessots lived and worked;
the battles they fought to establish out
liberty and independence 5 and  what
giant’s work it was to throw off the yoke
of medical interference, and build up a
system of education and examination that
has raised pharmacy from an unrecogmiz.
ed calling to a clearly-defined, State-
acknowledged branch of medicine.  Phar-
macists are the lineal descendants of the
old shop-keeping apothecaries, who ob-
tiined a charter in 1617 enabling them
10 sell drugs and prepare and compound
medicines according to physicians' orders
and directions.”  Irom that time until
carly in the present century the apothe-
caries held pecisely the position that the
dispensing chemists hold to-day.  Indeed,
they suffered from the malignity of the
narrow-minded physicians and surgeons
because they ventured to practice minor
surgery and preseribe over the counter.
Besides this, the druggists, baving separ-
ated themselves from the grocers, were
obraining a good deal of the apathecaries’
trade, and this led to numerous attempts
on the part of 1the apothecaries to con-
trol the unexamined chemists and drug-
gists.  The result was the establishment
of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great
Britain in 1833, with the express object
of improving the calling of pharmacist by
means of svstemaiie education and ade-
qQuate examinauons.  The fizst school of
phannacy opened in this country was that
founded by the PPharmaceatical Society
w1833, and e Pharmacentical fournal
started as an experiment by Jacob Bell,
who aftetwards presented the copyright
1o the Pharmaceutical Soricty.  The re-
1atl wrade, as well as the wholesale, in
these davs was of a very mixed nature,
whilst the so called “patemt ™ or proprie.
wry medicine flounshed in spite of taxes
on paper, advertiseients, and a medicing
stamp act that is in force w0-day.

The socicly was fortunate in its early
officers and stfl.  The president was
William Allen, F.R &, head of the firm
now so well known as Howards & Sons,
of quininc fame. Dr. Anbony Todd
‘Thomson, M.1)., was leciurer on hoany ;
Dr. Pereira, on matena  medica : Mr.
Gearge Townes, FUR.S, on chemistry :
and Professor Redwood on phanmacy.

Mainly through the energy of Jacob
Bell, who was then M.P. for St. Albauns,
the Pharmacy Act was passed in 1832,
that extended and confirmed the powers
of the society in educating and examining
pharmacists and protecting the title of
pharmacentical chemist.  T'he society had
now a permancnt habitation in Blooms-
bury Square.

In 1855 methylated spirit was intro-
duced, which enabled deunatured alcohol
to be used in the arts duty free. ‘T'his
has been a great boon 1o chemical mana-
facturers and in many other trades.

In 1862 Professor John Aufield was
appointed director of the laboratory of
the School of Pharmacy of the Pharma-
ceutical Society, which post he filled up
to last year, when he reured. ‘T'he first
national pharmacopeia appeared in 186.,
under the title of British Pharmacopceia,
as previously the pharmacopeeias of Lon-
don, Dublin, and Edinburgh had been
the various guides to the medical pro-
fession and pharmacists. Squire’s “ Com-
panion to the DBritish Pharmacopwia”
came out first about this time, and was
preferred to the British Pharmacopreia
tself.  In 1868 the awmended Pharmacy
Act was passed, which gave fresh powers
to the Society by making it compulsory
that after that date any one who desires
to keep open shop for the purpose of
retailing peisons and dangerous  drugs
must have passed the examinations pre-
scribed by the council of the Society.
It also embraced the poison question,
created a schedule of poisons in two de-
grees, and directed how they were to be
labelied and sold.  But comnection with
the Socicty was quite optional, and all
those wha were in business before the
passing of the Act were compulsorily
registered and admitied, if they desired it,
as members of the Society.  Since then
attempts have been made to obtain par-
liamentary sanction to Jimit and restrict
the dispensing of physicians’ prescriptions
to qualified pharmacists, 10 regulate the
cducational system by establishing a cuor-
riculum : to stop company pharmacy and
instst upon branch shops being under the
supervision of qualificd pharmacists.  But
owing 10 the congested state of private
business in padizunent, and the monopoly
of nearly all spare vime by governmem
measures, besides the want of unaninny
amongst pharmacists themselves, the Soci-
cty has failed 10 add anything further to
the statte hook.  The council have, how-
evar, added a research lahoratory for the
higher cducation of pharmaceutical chem.
1sts, and have rebuilt their promises, mak-
ng them the handsomest of their kind in
London,

The examinations have been remod-
ciled and extended, and now it is decided
to abolish the clementary examination in
school subjects, and only accept, after
1900, the same centificate as is accepred
by the medical, demtal, and velerinary
professions.

During this period the practice of phar.
macy has altered as the fashion in medi.

cine changed. Fifty years ago the fluid
extract was looked upon as a novelty and
the capsule was not half appreciated, whilst
Llood-letting—and, therefore, the use of
leeches—was steadily on the decline,
The period of ** clegant pharmacy ” set in
about twenty years ago, and a few liquors
and concentrated mixtures made heir
appearance. ‘The ferments, pepsin, pan.
creating, and diastase were being gener-
ally tested. Then followed the com.
pressed tablet, the triturate, the palatin-
oid. and so on, all tending to increase of
self-medication that the public loves, and,
although increasing the profit of the
pharmacist at the time, it is doubtful if it
is not uudermining the prescribers’ art,
Nowadays the public, as well as the pro-
fession, not oniy require their medicines
1o be elegant, but they must be pleasant.
‘Thepharmacist bas to triumph over incom-
patibility, and remiove objectionable feat-
ures {rom drugs without disturbing the
therapeutical activity.  Nor is this all;
he must be prepared to assist the surgeon
with the necessary antisepric preparations
or aseptic dressings. The season of
serums and  antitoxins, with organic ex-
tracts, seems to he thick upon us. Wil
the pharmacist of the future have o
keep a bacteriologicul department as well
asa dispensing counter? Be that as it
may, his success in the fature will depend
upon the combination of business habits
with scientific attainments and a deter-
mination to keep himself abreast of the
times. ‘This is the moral to be learm:
from the history of the past.  There is
also the indisputable iaw of the survival
of the fittest, that scems 1o apply equally
to the pharmacist in pharmacy as to the
physical welfare of man.

Injunection Granted.

An injunction was asked for recemly
by Thomas Hobson, on behalf of Arch-
dale Wilson & Co., Hamikon, Ont.,, to
resteain F. W, Merrin, of Biant{ord, from
manufacturing and selling fly-poison pads
which were said to be an infringement of
the copyright held Ly the plaintiffs, “The
injunction was granted by Judge Snider.

Zhe LPharmacologist s the name of a
new quarterly publication, edited by F.F.
Sweward, M1, Ph. G, of Dewroit. It is
devoted to the interests of materia medica,
pharmacy, and thempy, and the number
before us, No. 1, Vol 1, is full of valuable
and instructive mauer in these branches.
From the editor’s well known ability we
can predict a successful carcer for the new
journal.

ReMoving Buroon Stains.—Surgical
instruments, sponges, and the hands of
the operator, according 10 Dr. Blenkiser,
are readily cleaned from blood stains by
washing them in a tepid solution of tar-
taric acid, and afterwards rinsing them in
water without soap.




