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Pharmacy in England.
The Progress of Pharmilacy In Great Britain

During the Queen's tielgn.
(t on Our own corremndema

lhe diamîîond jubilcc of Queen Victoria
is responsible for a gocd deal of looking
backwards, and various articles have ap-
peared in the iagazincs recording the
progress thai lias been iade in science,
arts, and manufactmes during the record
reign. I make no apology, therefore, in
following the fashion and in attempting
within the space at iy commiand, ta de-
scribe something of the progress thai has
been made in pharmiacy here during the
sîxty years.

There is always a fascination in trying
ta realize what werc the conditions under
which our predecressois lived and workcd;
the battiles tihey fought ta establish oui
liberty and independence ; anduî what
gianît's work it was to throw of tie yok-e
of niedical interference, and build up a
svstcmn of education and examination that
has raised pharmacy froms an unrecogmliz-
cd calling to a clcarly-defiicd, State-
aeknowledged branch of medicine. Phar-
muacists are the lincal descendants of the
old shap-keeping apothecaries, who ah.
tained a charter in 17y enabling them

to sel] drugs and prepareand compound
niedicines according ta physicians' orders
and directions." Froni that time until
Carly in the present century the apothe-
caries held piccisely the position that the
dispensing chcmists hold to-day. Indecd,
they suffered fron lite malignity af the
iarrow-Iinded physicians and surgeons
because tlcy ventured ta practice inîor
surgery and prescribe over the cinter.
Besides tihis, the druggists, having separ-
aed theniselves fron thie groccr, were
obtaiingi a good deal of thic aplotecaries'
trade, and tiis led ta numerous attenpts
on the part of tIe apothecaries ta coi-
trol the unexamined chemists and drug-
gisis. hie result was Ie es:ablishment
of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great
Britain ii iS.1, with the Cxpress obljecrt
of i:nproving the calling of plarmîacist by
means of systemaue education and ade.
quate examinastiiim. le flst schnol of
pharmacy op)enîed in this country was that

jounded yIv ite plharmîaceutical Society
ma 1S3, and the P/arumauicua/fourna/
sinrted as an experimuent by jacol Hell,
who aftewards prcsented the copyright
go thie Phiarnaceutical Soriety. The re-
ail trade, as we!l as the hvlîolesale, in

these davs was of a verv iixed nature,
m lilst the so calld " " or proprie.
tary iedicine flouishled in spite of taxes
an paper, ad sr-ements, and a medicine
s1am1p act that is in force soday.

The society wvas fortunsate in its early
officers aind staff. Thle president wias
William Allen, F.R S., head of tle firm
now so well known as luwards & Sons,
of quinine fame. Dr. Anthony Todd
Thomson, M.D., wmas lecturer on botany ;
Dr. Iercira, an lIatera scdica .\Nr.
George Townes, F.R.S., on ehciiiistry
and Professor Redwood on pharmacy.

Mainly throtugh the energy of Jacob
Bell, who was then M.P. for St. Albains,
the Pharnacy Act %%as passed in iS 52,
that extended and confirmed the powers
of -he society ini educating and examining
phari-acists and protecting the title of
pharmacutical chemist. 'ie society liad
now a permanent habitation in Bloomiis-
bury Square.

In S55 mletliy)ated spirit was intro-
duced, which enabled denatured alcohiol
to be used in thle arts duty free. Tiis
lias been a great boon ta chemical manu-
facturers and in many other trades.

Il 3S6a Professor John Attfield vas
appointed director of tie laboratory of
the School of Phlarmîîacy of the Pliaria-
ceutical Society, which post lie filled tp
ta last year, when lie retîred. The first
national phlaracopeia appeared in 186.1,
tuider the titie of British P'harnacopceia,
as previously the pharimîacopias of Lan-
don, Dublin, and Edinburgli had been
the Various guides to the imtedical pro-
fession and pharmacists. Squire's " Com-
panison ta Ihe British PharmIîacopceia "
came otut first about this time, and was
preferred ta the British Phlarmîacopreia
itself. lI S6S the auended Ilhariîacy
Act w-as passed, which gave fresh powers
ta the Society by making it conpulsory
thiat after that date iany one who desircs
to k-cep open shop for cte purpose of
retaiiing poisons and dangerous drugs
iust have passed the examinations pre-

scribed by the council of the Society.
It also embraced Ilhe poison question,
creatcd a sclicdule of poisons in two de-
grecs, and directed how they were ta be
labelled and sold. But connection with
the Society vas quite optional, and all
those wlo were in business before the
passing of tIe Act wvere conpulsorily
registered and admited, if they desired it,
as mtemibers of the Society. Siice then
attempts have been made to obtain par-
iaimîentary sanction ta limtit and restrict
hie dispenIsing of physicianis' prescriptions
ta qualified phariacists, to regulate the
educational system by- establislîiniga cir-
riculuni: to stop company pîhariacy and
insist upon brainch shops being under the
supervision of qialified pharmnacists. But
owing to the congestcd suate of private
business in parliaesent, and te monopoly
of neariy ail spare tine by governmiient
measures, besides the want of unauniniuty
aionîgst pla-imtacists thciselves, the Soci-
ety lias failed io add anylthing furtler to
the statute book. The council have, how-
eve'r, added a researcht laboratorv for the
higher education ofphariaceutic'al chiem-
ists, and have rehuilt their premises, mak.
ing tlen tie haundsomiest of tleir kind in
L.ondon.

The exainatiois have been remuod-
clied and extended, and now it is decided
to abolislh the elemtentary examination in
school subjects, and only accept, aifter
n q>oo, the samie cericaite as is accepted
by the niedical, dental, and vetcrinary
professions.

During titis period the practice of phar.
macy las aliered as the fashion in mcdi.

cine changed. Fifty years ago the fluid
exiract was looked upon as a novelty and
the capsule was not halfappreciated, whilst
blood-lettiig-and, therefore, the use of
leeches-was stcadily on the declinie.
l'ie period f "Ielegait pharmlîacy " set in
about twenty years ago, and a few liquors
and concentrated mixtures muade thteir
appearance. The ferments, pepsin, pan-
creatine, and diastase were being gener-
ally tested. Thlenl followed the cot-
pressed tabiet, the triturate, lthe palatin-
oid. and so on, ail tending ta increase of
self-niedication that the public lo-,es, and,
althousgh increasing tIe profit of tIhe
pharinacist at tihe time, it is dotltfil if it
is not utidermîiniig the prescribers' art.
Nowadays the public, as weil as the pro-
lession, not oniy require tieir iedicines
ta be eleganît, but they iust be pleasant.
''iepharmlîacist bas ta triumph over inroai-
patibility, and renove objectionable feat-
ures front drugs without disturbing the
therapeutical activity. Nor is this al;
hie muust be prepared ta assist the surgeon
with Ile neicessary antiseptic preparations
or aseptie dressings. The season of
seruins and aititoxinîs, witl organic cx-
tracts, seemsus ta lie thick uponi us. Will
the phîarmnacist of the future have ti
k-cep a bacteriolo;îical department as well
asa dispensing couniter? Be tlhat as it
may, bis success in the future will depend
upon the combination of business habits
with scientifie attainments and a deter.
niiation to keep iminself abreast of the
timnes. This is Ile moral to be earnt
from the history of the past. There is
also the indisputable inw of the survivai
of the fittest, that seemlîs ta apply equally
Io the phiarmîacist in pliariacy as ta the
physical welfare of mai.

Injunction Granted.

An injunction was asked for recently
by Thomas H obson, on belalf of Arch-
dale Wilson & CO., Hamilton, Osit., ta
restraini F. W. Merri,of itantfotd, froi
mîanufacturing and sellinig fly-poison pads
whiclh were said ta be an infringemtent of
the copyright held by the plaintiffs. The
inijsnnsction was granted by Judge Snider.

1Y7e JarmaWogisf is the niame of a
new quarterily publication, edited by F..
Stewart, M.D., Ph. G., of Detroit. It is
devoted ta the interests of inateria mîtedica,
plariacy, and tlieapy, and the number
before us, No. s, Vol. r, is full of valuable
and instructive master in these branches.
FromI the editor's Weil knîown ability we
can predict a successful carcer for the new
journal.

R tovtNG Bîoos S-rAtss.-Sturgical
instrunents, sponges, and the hands of
tLe operator, according to Dr. flienkiser,
are readily cleaied iront blood stains by
washing ihiei in a tepid solution of tar-
taric acid, and afterwards rinsing them in
water without soap.


