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HAPPY DICK.

¢ Harpy Dick” was anold blind ne-
tgro, who walked with God. He was ano-
ither man’s chattel, but his master happened
ilito bea kind one, and kept Dick in his old
|| imge for the good he had done, allowing a
}iifree hut, and maintenance for himself and
ithi Dick’s eheerful piety and inva-
iiriable contentment, procured him, by uni-
filwersal consent, the name he bore. His

Ly

bl g tm_y piayings for the pleanimnies of the

iplantation.

A Christian lady once asked him if be

fhever felt uncomfortable when he thought

Lidhat be was a slave; and if he never longed
ifor the independence of other men, so that

tthe might know what it was to lay up

iihis earnings and Lave something to call

« O missuy, don’t ask me dat,” said the
ay-headed negro, «dem days is all gone
liiby, and I's longed for freedom mightily,
iibut I long for heaben too, and dat’s a great
ileal better. I nebber allows myself to
bflact on the bad things dat happen to me,
Itor the good things that I nebber had;
ilitnd when Itink about something to eall
fimy own, it scems as if I had & big trea-
iure right here, dat I don’t owe any man
K ”

tia « How is that, Dick !
fid « When all derest ob de world, Missus,
dre saying, ¢ Dis is my bous,” ¢ Dat is my
iagarmill, ¢ dere is my great cotton pateh,’
{ say, ¢ dere is my hope, and dere is my
avior; and when I own de Lord Jesus,
seems as if T owned all de rest; for the
iart’ is de Lord’s, and de fnluess dereof.
8o air is mine, and I can bread it; ce sun

i3ine, and I can lie down in it to go
- sleep.”
i “ But wouldn’t it be nice to own a great

i‘ m, like Job, and have cattle, and horses
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made some folke to hab de first pick, and
some to take de Jeabins, and some to get
both; and Massa Job wasone of dat kind;
and I &’pose de Lord made me to take de
leabens. Den why shouldn't I be thank-
ful? T get de leabens ob de tabies, I get
de Jeabens ob de time, I get de Jeabens ob
de money, de leabens of iuy strength, de
leabens ob young massa’s Jearnin’, de leab-
ens of de old camp meetin’; and de leabens
ob heaben; and why shouldn’t old blind
Dick behappy ¥ And the tears ran down
his black face.

'« But if the Saviour is yours, Happy
Dick, and he ownseverything, you oughtto
have first pick if you wantit.”

« % Dear missus, I do git de first pick in
do way 1 mean, but not in de way de world
understands. I lib like de good old Paul,
¢ as habin’ noting, and yet possessin’ ali
things’ De more world I want, de less
Christ Jesus I get; aud de more Christ
Jesus I get, den I come nearer to habin’ all
tings; for all tings are his, and I hab de
first pick because I hab Him.”

“ You mean, then, my good old friend,
that your interest in the world s people and
proper is aspiritual one, not a money one?”
«“1 ¢’pose you'd call it 0. You sec,
men hab a conscience, and dat gibs de
bumble good man a power ober dem in
spite ob demselves. Massa Hammond,
oberseer on de plantation, is Lerry proud
and wicked, and laughs at iy religion;
but I know if de day of judgment should
come now, he'd ask me to pray for him
fust.}

¢ Do you think that this Seripture will
literally come true, ‘the mcek shall inherit
the earth #”

«] g'pose 80, missus. Dere is a deep-
down-in-de-heart respect, now, in the world
for de good and meek man; and by-and-
by, when de Lord shall bring forth dat
man’s righteousness as de light, and Lis
judgment as de noon-day dey won't be
ashamed of dere respect, and so'de meek
man will gat de big offices, and then pret-

#hd things to give away "
?’I «“ Ah, old Dick could’nt take carp on't.
el ye, missus—what a man has, beyond
{hough to take care on and look out for his

wn soul too, de same time, is stealin’ de

ty soou after de millenuium will come.”

« Happy Dick” has long since gome to
rest.  He sleeps—

% Down on the old Pedes,”

f.)rd’s.  But I belebe ebery thingis order-
1 f.r the bes*; and Is'pose de

under the shadow of a pine that has num~.

good Lord | bered far more years than his, He inher-



