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TOPICS OF THE DAY

THE organization and co-operation of retnii book-
scîlers is not only of great importance ta themnscslves
but is very dcsirable tront a national standpoint.
Therc ca bc but little question tlîat ors tire wliole
less progress bas heeti inde in tie b<oselling trade

in proclortion tO uts pos.îltilitis; Osais iii alilnost tit otiter.
Our country is slow on the eve of grent iîîcreascs; our

population, wvenitlî anti Commercial activitv arc ertan to
grow with rcniarkable rnipidity in tire next

Convention few years, anti w~heiî that trit cones tr
Lessoiis. book traclc should bc iii n position to nmasse

the nmost of thecir opportunities and should
now do ail that they cati to inîprove the conditions of their
trade. Books li bc read andi bougit, in cnorinous quantities
in the coaiing years, nd tire public, trained by bettcr service
ici ailier directions, ivili cxpcct Itetter service fronît booksellers.
It is titen ne-cessary for tire book tradc to prepare in advance
for this dennnd that wii bc niade ripou tirent. s0 tissu wvhcnl
the good tintes enise tIîey wilI net fintl their tradc rapidly
flowving into otiler- channels.
Il Intelligent orýganiizitioni is tire only root frout which ca
grow amy permanent inîprovernent in tire co~nditions whici
surrounid tr bookselling tradc, and. believing tltiq, wc urge
cvery bookseller in Canada to tuite witî cte assoeiation of
bookscilers, wvhose flrst convention %vas heid on Octolier 17
last in Toroato.

A full report of the transactions )f this convention anîd of
tire resolutions adopttcd by tirent at their mieeting wilI bc found
on another page of tbis issue, and wve cornnînd its carefual
perusal te tilt who arc intcrcsted iii the ceffciency and Wveil-
bcing ut Canadiani hooksellcrs aad stationers. A reading of
tire report wirll clearlv show thant tuaniv unjsust conditions slow
liregrail in thc tratir. and, wvhite WvC believe r.-%y diffteultics
wiIl airise ia the just soluîtion. of tire probleins which vex and
lîarass bookstllkrs, vet 6ve btlivc that if the prestet organi.
zation mects witli tire support it deserves, results will he
Obtaiatd of tire greatc.çt importance andI bciiefit to ail.

Wec arc glatI to note that thc chairnn in bis addrcss ta
the xnccting poisited out thc fact tîtat Mrly o! tire cvil coadi-
tions wvhich aow scriously affect the trade are flot founded on
causes for which tithecr tire retuiler or wvholesaicr are enitirely
to blarnc; antI wv tlîink ie suggestion of co.opcration be-
twvea wliolesalcrnnd retailer, wvhich is te bc iinkrrctl front titis
remark, iW ont that shnuld bc lcept carcfuily la vicw. Tint
aatalgoaiswu, rrather than cou-optrntiosi,sbould precvail between
wht)icsaler antI retailer tvould bc rnost dIiaý,strttsq to both

panrtie5. îînd we strongiy ad vise «, greater consideration for tice
wel.being of cach otiher than bas been sltown ira tire past.
Nlnn wvrotig practices have crept in on both sides and1( thes-e
have largely been tire resait of secrect ant etielmy aîe
tlîn of ni upriglit antI cnterprising rivalry. Botu whiolesnler
atid retatiler anust aceelît rcsponsibility for tlgesc cociduttimn.
andI tfing ea so rettbove tr olistacles in tcr way t a
better mnderstaîiding nid a siiier stitmnler (if doiîîg litsiniess,
tican tire Mîeeting togctlîer lialf-yearly, or ottencr. ot tr
various inettîbers oif tie wvholcsale and retaul trac. leur tii
reason al e c lieve that a permntent organization of tclt
trade is Wvorthî alnînost any reasottabie cost -.nii every deaier
front the Atiantic 10 the Pacifie ioultl give lus hicartv support
to tire elTortswvhiicli are being lucnide for tue beielit of tire trate.
if You, tire rentIer of titis article, citîter b>. pracrastinatimn.
utegleet, or jtlier enlise, ftîii te give your supptort tu tile ellorts
whlti are biîeng eiadeot y(>ur behlai, tiere tviil lielittie reasoit
iti gruînbiug nt conditionîs wbich arc graclauy undterminîig
yotir busiuess.

I t ts not our plîrpose in tItis isisue to enter into a disettsbiou
ot thec varions rtsolutions adoptedl lt the Conventiotn, for
îtînny wvould reîluire an cltire article to ggve ny adlcqta'ec
consideration of thcst. but we mitnet lay too stronlg etipliasis.
on thc filet titat every denier iii tire country should enrcfttlIv
cotîsider tîte points raised by tîteresolutiotîs, ani(. b>' sttadyit)g
tilt questions. so itîforni Itinîseif that lie cati l>riîîg inteliget
help tona solution uf tire diflicities iviit uvhich tltcy rire fiteed.

Nýeedless to trav, our colutis are tîluvys upen ti> reasoti.
aie discussion n atîy sçubjcet oft intercst to tire trade. ndit Wv
.specinîll itnvite corresponîlence nt this tinte on itny uttatter ii-
volveed in the resolutiotîs adopted by tire oksir'coti
vention.

F-rank Norris, thte brîlliatît Ciiiiftorgîun author. i4 ctins!.
andt, like Uoicorge Douglas Blrown, lie (lied on tîte thslild t

Itis carcer Ile wa; n atathor uvitît i
The Lute litirip-sc-not al nucre qseareier for public
Frank NorA3I. favtpr. las the p)rcface tu 'Tire (>rtoPttl.

for whlieli work lie siail justiy lie retirent-
liered, Norris sct !tîrtiî hi% purpose. Vatis wvns nu le.s thnti the
proiluetion of al powcvrfii e*pic of tite wvlîcat.- ta bc cdnîpletted
in flîrc stories. *Tire <ctopus- denît wvith pîroduction. "Tire
Ilit- titlî distribuationî. %itîie tîtird. utîmntd as vet, witb
gronstiption. The ranches '>1 tire W". t, thec spectiatgors of
Chicitgo,nntI the peastt gaf E'uro)pe werc the tiîrce classes
esîvezed i the trdl.gy.
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