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T Ill. ad, hghly-colored Chnstmascards
have disappeared ta a gre-tt extent,

and the present card is a miu ýh more artistic

production and af a higher ciass ai wark-

manship. Fancy calendars and works ai

art are taking the place ai Christmas cards,

thougli sanie jobbers have had greater suc.

cess on fineCs ofiîmported "ards than ever

befare. liut îhcy arc aIl toialiy diffcrent

iromi the ald-iashianed gaods, and are

works ai art in themselvc3, many being

suitable nat anly for the Christmas seasan,

but fai almasi any occasion.

A city stationer did a large business last

seasan in photos ai local scenes. attisticaliy

mintcd and linished, mith a smiall caiendar

in ane corner. These were taken rapidly.
wrhile iew ardinary cards were asked for.

Chnstmas cards thcmnselves have no

(lat droppcd away a good deal, but tihe

novelties or very high.class cnecs self well.
and the nuniber of works ai art, çalendars,

tc..* thai are made ta do duty as Christîmas

cards is vCiy sarge. and is expected ta bc

larger than ever during the coarng seasoir.

Mexican band carved goods airc not new,

but, in Canida and the United States, as

well as (W. Worid caunrites, there bas

been. during the past year. a revival in

ibem. and ihe tradc has reached i.îrmense

proportions. A tew tirns in the L*nited

mities have had great success wath ibis

leather. and thc demand grows continually.

Tbcy have now ircen braurght ta Canada,

and 1 amn glad te hear tirai thre Canadian

manrutacturers aie being rewarded for ibear

enierptise by a great many arders fram ail

aver the country.

Thre Icatber is brougiri here already

cirvcd. and is nmade up Enta card cases,

purses, chatelaine bags and vanaus aiter

articles. I-ar tbe holiday trade, 1 bave

scen noîhing ihai is iikeîy ta take better.

The designs un the leaiber arc ver>- elabo.

rte. and 1 believe the niakers guaranice the

goods ta be the real band carved thing.
,-amples ai these goods wili doubiless be
sent on application. A glance ai the

samples wii make onc a purchaser.

The newest leathers are real Russian seal,

real wairus, bippopotamus, buffalo, and sea

lion. These are going well made up into
almost ail leather articles. There is na

particular calor in Icather goods that is

having agreater run than others. 0f the

staple leathers, the favorites are real seal-

skin. real alligator. real Russia and real

Moracco.

There seems ta be no limit ta the uses ta

which crepe tissue paper rnay be put. It

was used quite a lot during the past Sunimer

season at Summer resaits ta make up ino

lancy bats. Mlany statianers are naw selling

black crcpe paper as a trimming for ordinary

hais. i loaks weil, and h'as the advantage

aver ail other trimmings that it is cheaper

by a goad deal. Statianers should look
aut far trade in ibis line.

P'hoto albumis for mounîing amateur work

are moving out weil. The Summer holidays

being over, peaple want sametbing like ibis

ta preserve the photographs they have

taken, and a cantinued beavy demand is

Iikely ta be f.It for some tume yet. Tbey
are made in oblong and open-side styles in

sizes 6%4 x 10. 13% x 10 and ioa% x 8.
hlý the way. pocket diaries for igaz will be

oui about November i. The edition af the

daily jaurnais for 1902 is being sold very

rapidiy.

During the manth ai August aIl grades af

crude rubber advanced steadiiy in casi.

This is of particular inieresi ta users of and

dealers in rubber bands, because ihese

gaads. if prapcrly made. are compascd ex-

clusively of the best and Most expensive

kind of rubber (known as fine lPara) which

bas bcen affected by the general advance

in a degree relative ta its propartionate

value. One af the niasi phenomenal

changes cvcr iccordcd in the rubber market

îoak place when fine l'ara wcnt up ai the

rate afi c. per lb. per day for id days. at

the end ai which it Made a lump ai 2C. per

lb. and recarded a net increase afi 2c. per

lb. This condition is partly the resuit af

heavy buying by shae and tire manufactur-

crs. who arc anticipaiing iheir scasan, and

parîly Cri is suspcctcd), ai the conccrted

action of rubber brokers, many ai whom

bave aversold the quantity ai4 crude

actually ai their command. It is hoped that

ibis flurry May be follawed by a period of

stationary quotations or even a slght de-
dline, but the general opinion seems ta be

that prices will go higher and continue

rising ai leasi afier the ncw crap cor-nes in.

This begins ta arrive from South America

about the firsi af the ycar, but, as a rule,

does nat have any appreciable ciieci an the

market before the lasi ai the Winter. Pro-

phets aver that even ibis cannai mean mucb

ibis ycar, because the increased demnand

is so enormnously in excess ai the increase in

production. They sem ta think ibat past

expericnces ai bigh mraakets will appear

infantile compared with what is Jikely for

the future. It is ta be hopcd ibat manuiac-

turers af rubber goads. and particularly ai

rubber bands, will keep pace witb events,
because tbe disastrous policy oi meeting

such conditions by aduiteratian af praducts

bas been widely dcmansirated during the

pasi five vears. At limes the market bas

been gluied with cbeap gaods, and the

dealers who bave escaped loss ai prestige

and maney by lisicning ta the arguments ai
their manulacturers are indced iew. The

aId saying thai ' The best is none toa

good - is peculiarly applicable ta.' rubber

bands. and wise dealers will maire no
rnisiake in remembcring ibis hefore staclcing

heavily ai prices toa dangerously iow ta

admit af the production ai reliable gaods ai

a profit. Experience teaches ber lessons

well. but they are frequenily cosily. Higher

prices af nianu(actured rubb-er goods wili bc
inevitable Efthieir quality is ta be main-


