
MEDICAL SCiENCE

through-a lack of appreciation or through a Lack of
knovlodge of the im-portaInce of the- -subject
Another reason is to be found in the exactchar-
acter of ophthalmnology. In no department of
Medicine, we take it, is the necessity for a previou*
scientifie training m^ore ap parent than in this.
Somne knowledge of optics is a sinze e'uâ non to- a
compreliension of its facts ; minute anatomy be-
cornes a necessity. A cross-sect.ion of the retina
inay well be described as the ne plus ltaof or-
ganization. The very diflculties in t.lie, attain-
ment of a preliminary knowledge miake the informi-
ation necessary ïo the practice of ophthalmology
largely imipossible. It miay be*true that the general
practitioner mna, be able tLo treat Nvith success,
the ordinary conjunictival and: corneal troubles;
but even this lie attemipts %vith fear and trernbling..
Ilypernietropia, miyopia, and their allied conditions
are conimonly unnoticed or disregarded until the),
have bec-ome per-manent. Optic nieuritis, and
retinitis are to hini unknown quantities. That we
have si)ecialists devoting themiselves to the sub-
jeet can be no answer to our argumient -that ex-
tended instruction should be griveri ai-d a% positive
knovledge required of those who are to receive the
license -to practice Mediçine. 'Mie general practi-
tioner rnay flot bave once in a year a cap)ital surgical
operi t ion, but lie certainly ivill have a dozen cases
of congenital or induced eye troubles, w-hich de-
inand iimiiodiate and intelligent attention if pernman-
cnt injuî-yto tiiose Iafflicted and tbeir-posterity are not
to resu It. If there 1)0 aniy one thing whidh, is most
likeély to give those, %'ho niow%-a-days in so, many-de-
partnients are caîlling t benselves special ists, pre-
scriptive rights to the titie and to, arrogate to then-i-
selves a professional Superiority ow'ing to, the fact
that tbey Iiiay kniov one thizig -well,..it is this gên-
oral neglcct. of sonie of those at first sighit minor
departnients, but whicli, in this case of oye diseases,
..t any r-ate, have an importance wvhich bias beeîi too
long either ignorod or unvalued. Amnongst the
miany advantages whicb mnay be exýpected to .ttach
to a UJniversity Faculty. ofM-Aedicine is the-utilization.
of the department -of" Physics for giving medicF.l
students a course in optic-j; and Nve sball not
have written.in vain, if wve baye called, the, attention
of those Nw'hnse. Province it is tô regulate the teach-
in& of,-Medicine to a subject which bias relations
.50 wide-reaching and inipoî-tant. \Ve trust tbat
their mnyopia is not p-gesvand th at tbey are
not of those "whio; lia-ving eyes. se no2,»

PHYSICIAN, SCIENTIST AND LITTEIRATEUR.

IlTwo single gentlemen roll'd into one"

SQEVERAL years ago. appcared the, work by. W.
d-Sloane -Kennedy, od Ofd Cambridge, wbhich, asý

hoe says in the preface, is îiot technicýally, a bl.o-
graphy, "*but is designed to serve as atreasury
of Âiformiation concerning thle ancestry, cbildhood,
college life, professional, and literary career, and
social surroundinigs of Iiimi of wh oni it treats, as,
well as to furni- h a careful critical- study of bis
îvorks..' We need. hardly say that théè life troated
of -is that of Oliver WendcIl I-loInmes. Fromn timie
to time, indeod. frequently,, have bis ver-s d'occasi»on,
or poems of ann iversaries, and nmerorial- v erses,,
appoared in our medical journals, but w~e takeý it
tbat tbe pr-ofession at large are not in possession of
a knowledge of Holmes en blcine vie,, a perison-
age s0 unusual and intoxosting, that %ve miay tbafnk
iMr. Kennedy for a, w'ork wvbicii, gives us- the facts
of Holmes' -inany-sided char-acte- an~d life, ce-en
though it niay possess defects necessarily incident
to an an/e factumi obituary.. Thework is by no mneans
as remarkable as the suibjeet it treats of, andi yet
it hias -its miaterials arrangecl admiî-ably for giving,
usýa real inisigbt -into the -life treated of. Mucb
food for re flection is afford'ed us by its. peruisali.
and pçi-liaps the first -and mnost striking point in
the whole life is the evidence everywberè set foî-th,
that Fomies> as iiigbit bo zxpected, is -a pî-oduct of
circu-nstances and- conditions whicli wvere unique
in thleir- occurrence and possibility in j\ieica at
that tirne. Holmes as a, product, if unfique bc-
cause iinusual and rare, is- a further evidence-of
hoîv blarren -are the possibilities of life 'iniienowly

stedcounitries to -pioduce a really cultivatct
class of mon, eithier in science, literature or the:
.arts. That the Boston School should 50o domiinate
Amnericant literary anid'scientifie life. is due .to the,
fact -that any other wvas in ýtIe -real serise of the.
tori -ndn-e.i1stentý It doos not. detract in any %vav
froni thereal. status of Holn>ies. inaniy of the ficldsý
of work in w-icèh ho bas displayed bîis.energ-ies,. toe
say that Hoînie.s,,as mve know hjm, wvould-bave been
an îrnpossibility in Englaind. It is Holmesas the,
littérateuir and poet, rather than as the seientist,
thýat Nve knoNy, and N-e.re.alize that "~ eAutocrat"
of the AtlavtcZkný ýi1zwysb.o aoie
rath er than the *ieofa trèat be onurh faoite
tagiousness of-.Puerperal Foyer.» or of " Currents

'2<

'171


