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but they were so fine that it was impos-
sible to tell whether or not they were
those of » haman creature.  The prisoner
accounted for them by saying that, hav-
ing caught s rabbit that morning in a
snare, she had cutits throat with the in-
strnent,  The knife was sent to London
however, for the purpose of being ex-
amined with a microscope. It had been
washed previons to its being found, but,
on removing the haft, some traces of blood
were discerned, which, on heing submit-
ted to the microxcope, vroved to be human
blood. Next the micraxcopist, who was
nnacquainted with the facts elicited on
the trinl, examined the haire adhering to
the blade, and unhesitatingly deelarved
them to be those of a squirrel.  He could
not he deceived, he said, beeause the hairs
of nny oue gpecies of animal differ 8o en-
tirely from those of another, when sub-
mitted to the microscopic test, that it
would be impossible to coufound them.
They differ not only in thickness and
colour, but also in certain physical  con-
ditions that peculiarly and surely dis-
tinguish them.  And as it happened that
the girl had worn a tippet made of squir-
rel fur the morning of her death, the
mother waus found guilty of the murder,
and confeased her guilt just previous to
her execution for the evime,

THE GULD CURE FOR INEBRIETY.
By Dr. Crothera
Journal of the Amerlean Medieal Assoclation.)

It is awignitteant faet that without ex-
ception “Gold-Cure” specifies, when anu-
Iyzed, have heen fonnd to contain no gold,
The fact is that for several ecentnries this
nawe hus done service as a Gavovite trade-
mark for quack adventuvers, especially as
ospecitic for the ewre of aleoholizm,
Wete it true that gold in any form tgaied
in such trentments, the administration of
other powerful remediessuch ax steyohuin
and atropin would natnrally make it im-
poasible to form any judgement as 1o its
curative properties. Gokl, -as is well
known, has always enjoyed a mystic pres-
ence in the minds of the psendoscientitie.

THE LANCET.

The fact remains, nevertheless, that the
best chemists of today regard it as abso-
Jutely nonassimilable. Why some am-
bitious charlatin has not yet exploited a
diamoml-cnre is diftieult to understand.
The eare of aleoholism or drug-habits
is really no ecasy matter todefine. It is
certain that no patient can be looked upon
as cured on his emergence from o sanita-
rinm, no matter what method may have
been employed.  Under the infnences of
changed environment, rvest, regnlarity,
selected diet and tonie medication the in-
ebriate in time regains his average health,
In additiop——und this fact has by no
means received due recognition—the force
of suggestion operates in many ways to-
wards his recovery. He Hinds himself in
the company of others in various stages of
improvement; the chunged surroundings
constantly impress him with the nature of
his condition; and not tofrequently the
addition of apomoerphin or other emetics
to the whisky of which he is invited to
partake, nud which shorily deludes him
into the belief that his stomach is coming
to its seuses~—these aund a number of minor
factn all bave a saggestive influence
which now and then undoubtedly effect
what ean be faivly regarded as a cave,
But cure and recovery are different
terma. To be enred invelves that the
puatient should again be subjected to those
conditions under which the so-ealled ha-
bit was acguired. No one  negutinted
with the zubjeet now believes that the in-
ebriate drinks for stimulation. It is the
physieal anesthesin of intoxication that
the drinker secks.  The painful  hopres-
sion may be due to variong eauses, for in
spite of the common apinion it is estab-
lished that the puvely convivial drinker
ix u rarve specimen. Al modern research-
es tend to prove that toxemia is in most
cases the basisof what we falsely term the
drink-habit.  Indeed, it iz difienlt to
understand the preiodicity of the drink

impulse on any other banis,
Needless to say, the drunkard has always

proved an easy vietim to the medicocom-
mercial trickster.  Apart from the gold-
cures, a gance through the popular




