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"enta] diversion. Here are to be admitted only
t?’e cages of the curable forms of insanity, and
ance many of the so-called acute cases are essen-
Yally chronic from the begitning, the fitness of a
%ase for admission is to be determined by a careful
“Xaminatjon by one of the resident officers, and
Upon hig judgment must rest the decision. The
Classification is to be one of individualization as
A as psssible, and may rest in part upon the
Ollowing principles: First, a determination by
Onstant examination, as to what cases may cause
Wenta] injury to each other by contact, and these
t’? .be always kept apart. Second, the social con-
dition, habits of life and moral condition, are to
© considered. The young of both sexes are to be
%arefully kept from contact with those, who by
oir former life and moral coudition, would cause

® development of impure thoughts and malicious
3bits, in order that, in the event of recovery,
t ®Y may be returned to their friends as pure in
Ought, word and deed, as before their sickness.
Ird, while those cases which are intensely
SXcited must of necessity be grouped in the same
buﬂdings, for the good of others, yet the moral
“lassification should be strictly observed, and the
Mumber of attendants is to be sufficient to prevent
Atmful intercourse. Fourth, the depressed cases,
*pecially those with similar delusions and feel-
18gs, are to be kept apart, and placed among the
©43es of mild exaltation. Fifth, the convalescents
%% to be kept apart, still observing our moral
“lassification, Sixth, when a case becomes chronic

anq j . . .
- %0d ig congidered incurable, he is to be removed to

%ne of the asylums.

2. The head of this system, having complete
%ontrol, is to be an educated and thoroughly com-
Petent alienist, who by his experience in the

"®atment of the acute insane, will be able to
"‘.ect, all parts in such a manner as to work in
:: 1ty to serve the one great purpose, the cure of
® acute ingane. Friction here is to be avoided,
!::r When this occurs, even in the least impo.rtant
a &tter.g, some injury is suffered by the patlefxts,
by ‘.;hls can be avoided only by a medical officer
Pitzlls supreme. The superintendents of the ho§-
N llds under the present system, men Wl.lo by thel'r
°neey' of psychiatry, by their l?ng practical experi-
m&“.;n tbe treatment of the insane, and by their
n 'test fitness to accomplish the best work
et the system here suggested, as they have

done under the present system, should be made
superintendents and chief medical officers of the
new institutions,

3. A staff of visiting specialists is to be ap-
pointed, the members of which are to be called
upon to treat, in conjunction with the resident
medical staff, those bodily troubles which naturally
fall outside of general medical work into the field
of the different specialties.

4. The resident staff is to consist of at least
three physicians, fitted by their knowledge of
general medicine, and experience in the treat-
ment of the insane, to assume the duties of their
positions, the senior of whom is to fill the position
of assistant superintendent. They are to be
appointed from the older members of the medical
staffs of the asylums by prowmotion, length of
service and ability to be the determining points.
Upon them shall devolve the treatment of the
patients, careful physical examinations, constant
examinations of the morbid mental processes, and
the keeping of the complete records of the original
condition and progress of the case. ,

5, The body of attendants is to be made up of
young men and women of good moral character,
who, besides a sufficient general education, shall
have a course of theoretical and practical instruc-
tion in the nursing of the sick and the care of the
insane. These positions are to be filled from those
attendants of the State asylums who have pur-
sued a course in the training schools, either
already established or to be established, in connec-
tion with their work in the asylums, and have
received from these institutions certificates of pro-
ficiency as trained nurses and attendants upon the
insane. The change from the asylum to the hos-
pital is to be in the nature of promotion, with
increased remuneration. They shall be sufficiently
numerous to give a general predominance of the
sane over the insane mind.

6. The increased cost of the care of the acute
cases is to be shared by the State and the poor
district from which the patiénts come. The per
capita cost is not to be limited to any fixed sum,
but is to be sufficient to accomplish the best
results.

This is the system of treatment of the curable
insane which I would suggest, described briefly,
and necessarily in an imperfect manner. When, in
the developmental process going on in the treat-



