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ART. IL.—Professional services of pirysicians to
eack ot.er.,

§ 1. All practitioners of medicine, their wives,

and their children while under the paternal care, |

are entitled to the gratuitous services of any one
or more of the faculty residing near them, whose
assistance may be desired. A physician afflicted
with disease is usually an incompetent judge of his
own case ; and the natural anxiety and solicitude
which he experiences at the sickness of a wife, a
child, or any one who, by the ties of consanguinity,
is rendered peculiarly dear to him, tend to obscure
his judgment, and produce timidity and irresolu-
tion in his practice. Under such circumstances,
medical men are peculiarly dependent upon each
other, and kind offices and professional aid should
always be cheerfully and gratuitously afforded.
Visits ought not, however, to be obtruded officious-
ly ; as such unasked civility may give rise to em-
barrassment, or interfere with that choice on which
confidence depends.  But, if a distant member of
the faculty, whose circumstances are affiuent, re-
quest attendance, and an honorarium be offered,
it should not be declined; for no pecuniary obli-
gation ought to be imposed, which the party re-
ceiving it would wish not to incur.

ART. IIL.—Of the duties of physicians as réspects
vicarious offices.

§ 1. The affairs of life, the pursuit of health, and
the various accidents and conlingencies to which
a medical man is peculiarly exposed, sometimes
require him temporarily to withdraw from his du-
ties to his patients, and to request some of his
professional brethren to officiate for him. Com-
pliance with this request is an act of courtesy,
which should always be performed with the utmost
consideration for the interest and character of the
family physician, and when exercised for a short
period, all the pecuniary obligations for such ser-
vice should be awarded to him. But if a member
of the profession neglect his business in quest of
pleasure and amusement, he cannot be considered
as entitled to the advantages of the frequent and
long-continued exercise of this fraternal courtesy,
without awarding to the physician who officiates,
the fees arising from the discharge of his profes-
sional duties.

In obstetrical and important surgical cases, which
give rise to unusual fatigue, anxiety, and responsi-
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bility, it is just that the fees accruing therefrom
should be awarded to the physician who officiates.

ART. IV.—Of the duties of physiciuns in regard to
consultations.

§ 1. A regular medical education furnishes the
only presumptive evidence of professional abilities
and acquirements, and ought to be the only ac-
knowledged right of an individual to the exercise
and honors of his profession. Nevertheless, as in
consultations the good of the patient is the sole
object in view, and this is often dependent on per-
sonal confidence, no intelligent regular practitioner,
who has a license to practise from some medical
board of knuwn and acknowledged respectability,
recognized by this Association, and who 1s in good
moral and professional standing 1 the place in
which he resides, should be fastidiously excluded
from fellowship, or his aid refused m consultation,
when it is requested by the patient. But no one
can be considered as a regular practitioner or a fit
associate in consultation, whose practice 1s based
on an exclusive dogma, to the rejection of the
accumulated esperience of the profession, and of
the aids actually furnished by anatomy, physiology,
pathology, and organic chemustry.

§ 2.—In consultations, no rivalship or jealousy
should Le indulged ; candor, probity, and all due
respect should be exercised towards the physician
having charge of the case.

§ 3. In consultations, the attending physician
should be the first to propose the necessary ques-
tions to the sick; after which the consulting physi-
cian should have the opportunity to make such
further inquiries of the patient as may be necessary
to satisfy him of the true character of the case.
Both physicians should then retire to a private
place for deliberation ; and the one first in attend-
ance should communicate the directions agreed
upon to the patient or his friends, as well as any
opinions which it may be thought proper to express.
But no statement or discussion of it should take
place before the patient or his friends, except in
the presence of all the faculty attending, and by
their common consent ; and no gpinions or prog-
nostications should be delivered which are not the
result of previous deliberation and concurrence.

§ 4- In consultations, the physician in attend-
ance should deliver his opinion first ; and when
there are several consulting, they should deliver
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