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verted Gentiles, isin the original that
which properly denotes service at the al-
tur.  In short, the persons named are re-

!

God could take no pleasure in the other.
But how different is the idea here given
[us of the Sabbath ! All solemnity, hon-

presented as exeicising the priest's office;i our, and deliglit 1o the pious heart, and in
und, therefove, what was said of'lhemfitsel[ so precious, that the due observance
could nat poseibly refer to anything pe-*of it, as required by God, should certain-
culiar to the Jewish priesthood, which ly bring along with it the higlest tokens
was strictly confined to the family of Anr-|and blessings of his love ! 'Thiz, surely,
on, but must certainly have been spoken’ does not savour of a ceremonial institute,
ofithat royal priesthood, compo.sed of every itself of infevior value, and, like all of its
tribe and kindred of men, who continuai- | class, soon to pass away into oblivion!
ly offer up, by Jesus Christ, spivitual sacri-t  We think no person, who candidly con-
fices to God.. But there is the very re-!siders what has now been advanced, can
verse of any necessary limitation of this ' fail to conclude that the testimony of the
kind, in regard to the mention which is prophets, coucerning the Sabbath, is in
made of the Subbath, Itis placed among, pertect accordance with the testimony of
those duties which are common to all ages, the Jaw.  They both aseribe to the Sab-

and all dispensations ; and the expression
used to describe the duty, © Keep the Sab.
bath from polluting it,” is such as unavoid-
ably to imply & strict und literal observ.
arce of the day of sacred rest, So that
the argument drawn from this passage, in
support of & Christian Sabbath, remains
in all its force ; and the pious observance
of it is held up to our view, as votha
clear evidence of a sound Cliristian state,
und an essential partof God’s worship
and service in Gospel times.

3. Another argument, precisely simi-
lar, is afforded by Xsa. lviii. 13, 14 :—

« If thouw turn away thy foot from the
Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my
holy day ; and call the Sabbath a delight,
the holy of the Lord, honorable ; and shal
lonor lim, not doing thine own ways, nor
Jinding thine own pleasure, ror speaking
thine own words ; then shalt thou delight
thyself in the Lord ; and I will cause thee

bath a place in the ordinances of God
very different from that assigned to those
insitutions of which the use was inferior
and temporary ; and elearly teach, that
as the appoiniment of a Sabbath, coeval
with the birth of time, had only buen for-
mully announced at the giving of the old
covenant, so it should survive the existence
of that covenant, and continue (o the end
of time, through the ages of that new and
better dispensation, which was to provide
for the highest well-beiug of man. both in
time and in eternity.—diliance 1Lract.

THE DOMESTIC INFLUENCE OF
THIE SABBATH.

To begin with those parties whose pie-
ty, if simple and devoted, is likely, by
the divine blessing, to diffuse itself over
the whole domestic circle, it is impossible
to overlock the influence of the Sabbath
on parents themselves, both as regards

to ride upon the kigh places of the earth,

their own spiritual prosperity, and their

the grace of life, helping and enconrage
ing one nuother in the way that leads
to heaven. But how willingly will all
testify, who know the thing oxperimental.
ly that but for the stated return of the
day of holy rest, with its quietness, ité
sacredness, and its scasonable aids and
opportunities, the things that remain
would soon sicken and die! Not that I
mean to insinvate—far be the thought
from ‘very Christian husband and wife
~—that it is not both binding and attain-
able on other days to walk together as
m the Lord’s holy presence, and to sup-
plieate together Iis gracious and effec-
tual benediction. Nay, the mutual and
holy obligation lies on them continuully
to care for one another’s souls, to watch
over ona another in love, to take sweet
and holy counsel together for the godly
upbringing of their offspring, to bear one
another’s bardens in that strength which
God alone can impart, and to seck from
Him the Sanctified use of every comfort
and of every trial. And evident, most
evident it is, that this cannot be attained
without the daily reading of God’s word,
maintaining of spiritual converse, and bow-
ing together at the footstool of the throne.
Bat still, in the overwhelming majority
of instances, the daily opportunties for
thess are comparatively brief, imper-
fect, and interrapted. To this the experi-
ence of thousands—sincerely desirous it
were otherwise—will readily and abun-
dantly testify ; to suy nothing of the un-
deniable fact, that but for the full flood
of Sabbath opportunities, under the
scorching influence of worldly cares and
temptations, these precarious brooks by

and feed thee with the heritage of Jucob,|fitness for discharging the momentous the way would speedily disappear and be
thy father : for the mouth of the Lord hath, duties which they owe to their offspring.  forgotten. - And it is only when the hal-

spolen #t.”

This prophecy dovs not contain such
definite marks as the preceding one, by
which we miglt at once determine, to the
satisfaction of every reader, its immediate
reference to Gospel times, That it does
refer, however, it not exclusively to these
times, at least not Jess to them than to
other times, or rather to them mainly, will
scarcely be doubted by any one who con-
siders the connection in which the pro-
pliecy stands, as both preceded and fol-
lowed by predictions undoubtedly peint-
ing to Gospel times, and who duly weighs
also the words themselves, in which the
prophet here celebrates the Sabbath.—~
‘I'he observances of the seremonial wor-
ship were, indeed, strictly binding upon
the Jewish worshippers, and, therefore,
inseparably conuected with their interest
in God’s favour and blessing, so long as
she dispensation stood to which they be.
longed. Batstill they were in themselves
a yoke heavy to be’ borne,.and imposed
only till the time of reformation—obser-
vances not absolutely, but only relatively
good, and so inferior to the higher parts
of the law, that,.apart from these latter,

It is too apt to be forgotten that thejlowed morn returns, that those who have
bond which unites human beings together, been harrassed and exhausted, and some-
1zxs husbands and wives, is not only thejtimes even tempted to relmqulshthexr.el—
! pearest and dearest, but the holiest of all | forts, can count upon sure and satisfying
earthly ties, It is selected by God him- opportunities of helping one another to
sel€ 10 shadow forth that ineffable and make up their spiritual way, and to re-
indissoluble union which subsists Le- cover their spititual strength and com-
tween the church and her Redeemer fort. Then it is that, the wo.rld's din be-
Lord ; itisa rare and precious relic,:ing hushed into a blessed silance, they
amidst all the imperfections that adherejcan listen with holy composure to the
to it, of the estate of primeval innocence still smu'll voice of dmne. wisdom a'nd
and Lliss; and in alludiog to the connec-‘cmnsola_uon, and_ without hindrance or in-
tion between the duties of tha married, terruption repait often to ll'lf‘: footstool,
life, and the use of means and ordinances. ,:md linger together there. Then it is
it is striking, that almost the only oth-jthat, with glad and th:\n‘kful.hearls, they
er peculinrity of paradise which has sur-; walk to the house of God in company,
vivod the ruins of the fall, is 10 be found;and having beheld the b.eaut)! of the
in that gracious appointment which per-) Lord, and been satisfied with his good-
petuates the keeping of @ Sabbath to thejness in the secret of biy tabernacle, they
people of God. return with renovated faith and paticnee

And close, indeed.is the connection that{to discharge their respective éphgatxons,
subsists between the rightand holy ob-land {obear one apother’s burdens.  And
servance of this primitive institation, and then itis that, afier the public service is
the right and holy fulfilment of conjugaljover, being furnished out of God’s o.wrn
obligations, To busbands and wives house, and hasving bread to eat which
having the light of the gospel to guide;the world knoweth not of, they are able
them, it is the plainest of all require-)

with singular advantage, to confer to
ments that they live as heirs together ofjgether about theiv doubts and their dy»




