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an amount of judicious care and foresiglit which should inspire the1
utmost confidence in the future management of the undertaking, and1
ý,Iiould entitle them to the warmnest thanks of every friend of edu-
cation. Several features of tbe present movement afford, 1 tbiuk,i
especial reasons for congratulation. One is that tbis is an Associati.)m
of Ladies for educational purposes -ori rinating with ladies, carried
on by them, supported by their contributions. Another is, that tbe
mnovement is thus selfsupporting, and tuot sustained by any extranieous
aid. It will, 1I hope, attract to ùtself eîîdowments wbich may give it n
istr-onger and birber character, but its present position utf independence
is the best guarantee for this, as well as for ail other kitids ut success.
Another is that tbe Association embraces nearl'y ail that i8 elevated
in social and educational standingr in our city, and bas thus tbe
broadest and hi,»hest basis that cani be attained ainong us f'or any
effort whatever. "StilI another is that we are not alone, tor are we
indeed in tbe van of tbis great work. I need tnt speak of the United
States, where the inagniicent Vassar Collee, with whicb the name
of onue of our excellent and learnied women was connected s0 usefully,
and tbe admission of ladies to Corneli University, the University of'
Michian and others, have marked strongly tbe popular sentiment as
to the education of women. lu Canada itself', Toronto, and even
Quebec and Kin-ston, bave preceded us, tbougrh I think in the
mnagnitude of Our success we may hope to excel them ail. In tbe
Moîher Coutitry, the Ediinburch Association bas afforded us tbe
model for our own ; and the North of' Englaiid Educational Council,
the Bedford College in London, the Hitchin Coliegre, tbe Cambrid,,e
Lectures 'or Ladies, the Alexandra College in Dublini, tbe admission
of ladies to the iniddie-class examiliations of the universities, are ail
indications ut' the iutensity anid direction of tbe current. On tbe
.onutinent of Europe Sweden bas a state college for women. The
Victoria Lyceum ut Berlin bas tbe patronaze of the Priîicess Royal;
the University of Paris bas establisbed classes for ladies, and St.
Petersburgh bas its university for women. Ail these movements bave
oni 'inated utot only in unr own time but withuîî a few years, and tbey
are evi'denitly the dawn of a niew educational era which, in my
jud.rment, will see as great an advance iii the education of our race
as that wbich was inaugurated by the revival of learniîîg and tbe
establishment of uliversities for men in a previous age. It îînplies
flot only the ilîier education of wumen, but the elevation, extension,
anid reiiiementtout the Iigber education of men. Collegies loi woîîîeil
will, as new inistitutions, be fiee froîn mrny evil traditions wbicb
dling- about the old seats ut learning. They wili start with ail the
advantages of unr modern civilization. Tbey will be aniinated by
the greater reftiemnetit aîîd tact and taste of woman. They wil
impress many of these features upunounr older colleges with wbicb,
1 bave no doubt, tbey iili become connected under the sanie ujîlver-
sity ut-ganization. They wili also greatly iicrease tbe deiîand for a
biber education amoîîg youwn -men.. An Edinburgh professor is
reported to have said to soîne students wbo asked ignorant questions

-"Ask your sisters at home ; tbey cati tell you." A retort wbicb,
1 iminIie, ew youug men w(>lid lightly enîdure ;anîd so soon as
youiig men iiîd that tbey înust attain to hi.gbeî culture before tbey
can eut a respectable figure in tbe society of ladies, we shahi find
themn respectin, scienîce aîîd iterature almost as much as înoney. and
attachingr to the services uf the college professor as mnuch importance
as to those ut their liair-dresser or tailor.

CONDITIONS 0F SUCCESS.

In order, however, to secure these results, I caninot too strongly
Urge upon the youtiî ladies who my attendi these lectures. that they
mnust lie actual students, atiîpying titeir mninds vigoirously to the work
of the class-rooin, performing sncb exercises as may be prescribed
and preparinz themselves by continuons and bard study for the
examiiîations.- I wouid aiso urgre that perseverance is esseittial to
Success, and that mot only sbould the students he prepared to follow
out the lectures to their close, but those who bave aided in the effort
thus far should be piepaied for the necessity of equal efforts to
sustain it in, succeediîîg sessions.

Am1d now, ladies, if 1 have dwelt on grave themes, it 16 because I
have feit tîtat 1 am in the presence of those whio have a serious work
in liand, and wbo, beingY alive to its importance and responsibity,
Witt not be unwilling to hear tbe views of one who lias long looked on
this matter witb iiterest, thongli from a somewhat different point of
view. 1 can assure you thbt 1[shaîl always regard it as nu small honour
to have been called on to deliveî- the opening lecture of the first session
of tbis Association ; and 1 trust that, with GCod's blessing, we shahl
have cause to look back on this day as onie mnrked by an eveuît
frnuglit with the most important and beneficial consequences to tbis
commnuiity. That it may be su requires that we slhaîl appreciate the
full responsibiiity of the step we have taken, an'] pursue our course
with vigour and energy. With reference to these points 1 canuot

better close than with an extract froma the introductory lecture of my
friend, Dr. Wilson, of Toronto, delivered two years ago, lit tbe
opeùjing of the classes for ladies wbicb bave proved su succes.3ful in
our sister city, and in whicb be brings9 up two of the most important
topies tu whîcb I have directed your attention

"1It is not therefore, unmeet that I sbould aim by every argumet
to enforce tbe idea that, as hi gli culture and profound scholarsbip
interfere Ii(no degrree with man's fitness for tbe rougbest and most
prosaic duties; but rather that the cultivated intellect quiekens ilito
renewed vigour every infetior power: s0 15 it witb woman also. The
developineiît of highest faculties, ber powers of reasontin, liher range
of observation, and compass of knowledge, will only make mind anîd
band work togretber tbe more promptly, in obedience to every tender
impulse, and every voice of duty.

"lOnce satisfied of this, I doubt not your bearty co-operation may
be relied upon : without wbich aIl efforts on our part for the higher
education ut womnn must be vain. Yet 1 feel assured that, il, spite
of every impediment, sucbi a scbemne lies among the inevitahle
purposes of tbe future. It iuay be rejected now ; it may be deluyed
and frowned on stili by the prejudices inberited from a dead past ;
but it cannot be prevented. It 18 one of the grand promises wbich
make thoughtful men almost envious of those whu are now eutering
on the life, for somne of us s0 nearly an accomplisbed thing.

'Its triumph will be sung,
By some yet unmoulded tongue,
Far on in summiers thaL we shall not see.'

The thoughts of mtzn are widening ; and we stand in special need of
tbis us an elemnent which will accelerate the world's progress onward
and upward to noblest ends. Whether or no ibis generaiion shaîl, in
our own province at least, share in any degree in the effort, or
partake of its rewards, rests mainly with yourselves.' '-Montreal
Gazet te.

M IS CEUL-L-AN 1 Y.

Education.

-The Lowest Tender.-The notions entertained by some rural
school cominissioners witb regrard to the fitniess of teachers uxiay be
grathered from the general toue of' their advertisements for the ful-
filment of a vacanicy. The whole burden of their quest consists of an
invitation to the pedagogie com-rlunity to state the salary which
would satisfy tbein. When a certain number of replies have been
received, no doubt, they make a bargaiti witb the presenter of the
lowest tender. Cheapniesi, flot moral or intellectual fitniess, is what
(bey want ini the person to whoni (bey entrust the educatiomi of their
cbildren. Anîd yet, if their hblîdren do not succeed i inquiring a
certain respectable arnount of schularship from the starveling who
accepts their pittance, they complain loudiy of the wbole scholastie
system and seîîd tbe Il lowest tender " mani untenderly adrift. So
teacher succeeds teacher tili the Il rising gceneration " bas risen to
take the place of its predecessors and to pursue, in turn, the
ancestral system. Is it any wonder that good teachers are badly paid,
anid tbat very often the best of the profession give it up in dis-tust.
Tbe onily rernedy would be to bave a legal minimum for the salaries
or ail teachers, whieh should be a sine qua Pion in every muicipaiiy
to tbe possession of scbool privilegres. -Montreal Gazette.

-Teachers' Associations. - It bas been very satisfactory to me
to notice the steady progress in numbers and nisefulness of tbe Teacb.
ers' Association in this district. Seven years ago 1 was iiivited to
become its president, and I have always felt it a privilege to be pre-
sent at its periodical meetings. One ot tbe more experieniced teachers
trenerally rends a paper on some practical topic, and ibis is followed
Up by intelligent and animnated discussion. My estimate of the value
of tbese meetings increases every time I attend one. There is no0
profession wvhose members are so isolated in their ordinary duty, as
that (if teachers. Thiere i8 none in whicb they can make better use
of eacb otber's experience,, and of opportunities for frank comparison
of metbods and resuits. It bas often happenied to me, to find, after a
meeting, that so me new process or useful device bad been ndopîed
in a school, or tbat its work had become pervnded witl' a loftier
purpose, directly attributable to the discussion and intercourse of the
association.- Frorn Report of J. G. Fitch, Esq., H. M. In.spector of
Schoolay, Englandfor 1869-70.
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