
T IlE

Knox College Monthly
-AND-

PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE.
VOL. IX. APRIL, 1889. No. 6.

PROTAMoEBA: A STUDY IN EVIDENCE.

T HEpreentprobleni in the scientific world is the coniplexity

oflfe and the manner in whi ch that complexity lias been
reached. As a matter of purely scientific inquiry it lias no
special intcrest for theologians. But, whien the scientist leaves
bhis own definite field of simple inference from facts he himself
lias observed, and invades the domains of philosophy with the
intention of attacking and destroying its central citadel, theology,
phiilosophy lias sornething to say.

In viewv of this probleni a thoughitful man rnay naturally
wonder hiow the present races of plants and animais have arisen.
Hc secs around hirn mosses and fernis, pines and maples, and a
gorgeous array of flowvcring plants. He is faniliar with niany
of tic hunîkler organisms of thîe aninmal kingdom, and wvitli
types of ail its higlier forins, fishi, frogs, snakes, birds and thîe
donîestic animals. And la'st, lie secs and feels tlîat mani is at
theclhead of al]. How have these and aIl the other lower formis
of life corne into existence? In particular, how lias man corne
into being and wlience lias lie acquiriid lus mental powers, hiý
ideas of the bcautiful, lus knowledge of God, his hope of a life
beyond dcatlî? Some of thiese questions scientific mien are
entitlcd to answer; otliers lie beyond their sphiere and their
answvers to tlicm, or rather tlîcir exarninations of theni, are of no
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