2%
CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATR.

"ltls good nelther to ext flesh, vor deink wine, nor do xuy thing by which
thy brother is made to stumble, or to fall, or s weuk-nad."!-uom. X1V, -
Macnigkt's Traralation,

PLEDGE OF THE MONTREAL TEMPERANCE SQCIETY.
YWE, THE UNDEASIGNED, DO AGRREE, THAT WE WILL NOT USE
Intoxscating Liquors A3 A BEVERAGE, NOR TRAFYIC IN THEM;
THAT WE WILL NOT PROVILE THEM AS AN ARTICLE OF KNTERTAIN.
MENT, NOR FOR PERSONE IN OUR EMTLOYMENT} AND THAT IN AL
BUITABLE WAYP WE WILL iASCOUNTENANCE THEIR USE THROUGHOUY
THE COMMUNITY .

MONTREAL, JANUUARY 13, 1845.

TRAVELLING AGENTS,

By refercnco {o advertisements on Jast page, it will beseen that
the Sccrotary of the Provincial Committee of the Montreal Tem-
perance Society, is svout to undertako another journcy similar to
thase of the two proceding winters,

Tt affords us great pleasure aleo to announce the appointment
of Mr. Rosrix of Shannonville, as lectaring and collecting agent
for the ubove named Cammitice, in the Midlang, Prince Edward,
Victoria, and Newcastle Districts.

Bath of theso gentlemen have herctafore proved cminently
succeasful as travelling lectarers, and it is hoped that they will
even in increasnd measure receive the sympathics and assistance
of the fricnds of the cause throughout the country,

Mr. Roousx will arrango and advertise his appointments in the
papers which circulate most in the localities to be visited, and the
remainder of Mr, WapswonrTa’s appointments will be advertised
{1 duo time in the Advecate. Wa aced scarcely add that the
friends of the cause in each locality, ave carnestly requested o
give ail the necessary publicity, and make all the necessary sr.
yangements for effective meotings.

It is uivo to be borne in mind that the efficiency of the Provin.
cial Cormmittee depends on the liberality of friends throughout the
Province, who are therefore requested to make a collection at
each muecting in behaif of its funds, These colicctions with alt
donations and subscriptions are to be given to tho Agemts who
wll regularly transmit them, in order that they may be ucknow-
Yedged in tho Advecate.

Tho Agents will also reccive subscriptions for the Advocate,
the cireulation of which it 1 hoped they may bo able greaty to
extend, but intending subscribers ure zdvised not to wuit for their
coming round a8 they may in that caso bo disappointed in re.
cciving svme of the first meinbers.

Witls tha sxception of the Districte to be visited by Mr. Rosriy,
and the Home and Nisgara Distsicts whichs are supplied by their
own lecturing Agents. Mr. Wapswonriy will endeavour to visit
all the other Districts of Cunadu West.  We have only to add
that wo hope the same hospitulity will bo extended to the
Agents as heretofore, in order to diminieh their expences as much

as possile.

HOW CAN GOYERNMENT MILP THE TEMPERANCE CAUSE 2—-CHEAP
i T0STAGE.

Therae is no wmore difiicult question satisfactorily to answer than
that conceraing the desirableness or propriety of Government aid
to religious and benevolent cfforts, Tho prevailing opinion has
been, that the State should assist cvery good cuuse, not only by
p:cuniary support, but by Legislativo cnactment ; an impression
which has very naturally led to Church Eisteblishments and Go.
vernment Systems of Education,—and would, wers the Tempe.
rance cause sufficiently populer, procure for it grants of money,
and, perhaps, stringeat laws againzt dnoking.

CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

Whether such would be a suitable way of aiding the Temper
rance Reformation or not, it is nnt our present purposc 1o cxe,
mino; but, assurcdly, thero is onp way in which Government
may most cffuctually promote tho intercste, not only of Terupe-
rance Societics, but of ull other religious and benevolent arsacia.
tions, which is open to no valid objection,—~wo mean by accond.
sy to the coustry the inestimablo boon of Cheap Postage.

Vice is, for tho most part, solitary and corporeal, and deals not
much in letter writing ; it hates the light, and will not como uate
1+ but religion ahd benovolonce aro the excreise of tho higheat
fucuite.s of the soul, and seck for amsociation and communion,
Henee, every o= 0 wieut culs fosth o socicty, which sceks to
extend ita principles vn olt hand:, ond to keep up & constant cor.
respondence with kindred ussocin ons, for which reasan Cheap
Postage is, to such cfforts, o matter of the greatest impartance,

Without the Post.office where woun! be tho Temperance Re.
formation? Lecturers might have vccusionaly B2:.. sont throngh
the country, but except where they had visited no socicties would
be in existenco,—and even, such as thoy forined, would languish
in sohitude and ignorance of the progress of ‘the cause beyond
their own bounds. It would b next o impossible to call meet.
{ings of delegates, or to circulute roports und publicstions, and
this great work would cither have falten atill.born, or soon died of
iranity.

Now the evils thagavould have attended the absence of Post,
office asrangements, are partially effected by nigh chargeain that
departnient; and the benefits which have resulted from the Toat.
office, a& now established, would bo insatevlubly increnscd here,
us they have been in Brtain, by a chesp and gniform rate of
postage.

We do not comphin of the postage upm‘\’Newxpapers, which
we think is as low as it can bo made, but the chasge on letters
is cortainly arbitrary and cxhorbitant. ‘Tuke, us an wstance, the
camparalive charges on o basrel of flour, weighing 222tbs. and
a letter weighing half an ounce, both sent hy the samo stcam-
boat from ‘Toronto to Kingston, Tho two hundred weight i
carried for sizpence, whilst the half-ounceis charged nin-pence.
It mnay, however, be said, that the responsibity connected with
the letter ie much greater; but this is not ¢he fact,  If the bamrcl
of flour go astray, it witl be punctually paid for by the steam.boat,
—r¢if the letter be lost, thero,is no redress whatever, nobody
is rceponsible, .

Wero the post charge in Canada establishéd at a umform rate
of 23 per half.ounce {neasly corsesponding, canwidering the dife
ference of cwrrency and circumstances, tu the British rate of une
penny,) we think it not unlikely that the evrrespondencs with the
Montreal Temperarce Socicty would soon be increased s hun.
dred fold,—that is, perhaps, ten times as many individusls and
socicties would write, and probably ten.imes as often. But
were it only increased tenfold, the Post-Office, instead of losing,
would bo greut guiners : for instead of one letter, st an avcrage'
of say 104, they would have ten letters at 24, being a gainof a
hundred per cent., without any materiaily increased cost in trane
portation or delivery. .

High letier postuge operates most injnriously vpon the interests
of cheap periogicals, such as Tne Tewrtraxce ApvocsT, inas.
wmuch as many scattered individuals would remit for vne o two
copics were they not deterred by having to pay perhaps hall as
much postage on their semittance as the amount of subscription
for the paper itsclf.

Tuking theso facts into consideration, and being convinced
from various ciscumstances, that there 1 every disposition on the
part of the British.and Colonial Legislatures to co.cperats for the
improvement of our Post.Office arrangements, the! Provincisl



