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nf their argument. Thoy, however, always 1Joe ini Glasgow ; thoy Gad tîat, the ma'n was
hecard with attention al1 ilhat I liad to uirge, ngninst 1bribed. If there bo such oaths, I apprehend that
t lemn, anti althougli there was nothing likec con- they conceivo that those cannot ho fbrg£,ivon, and
viction produced in any of thein, still I could sec henco the sillen reiteration that it is impossible
that thore existed degrrecs of obstinacy among for a Jew to have been led to emnbrace Christianity
them, and on seie occasions there %vere apparent1 by virtuous moean., but 11rorn the basest means,
relontingys in their obsýtinate, heaits. One of thom, sinco that, lirjury proves theni to ho the rnost
of his own accord, turnod Up, the passage, IlThe %vorthless of nien. Another explanation of the
sceptre shaîl not dopart frorn Juda.h," &ec.; aînd hoe assertion which thoy so frequently make that it
offerod anothor translation of it, but ho cooii. not is impossible a Jew should be a Christian, niay
show that it hiad any foundation in gramimatica,
principle. I mention this, chiofly to show thal
the Jews, in gonoral, are by no moans fitink ir
uttor i gnorance aw to the grotind on wvhich thtc
rontroversy betwecn their chntrch and the Chris-
tians is carried on; but on tho contrary, that thoy
have beon attentive, and to a considerable dogmce,
to, collect ail tho arguments out of intidel wvritingsý
against Christianity, and I mention this witli thc
viow of oxcitingr a hope, that this tiark spirit which
lias gone forth upon se dovout a themo inay bc,
enli ghtonod, since it is a spirit ofoenquiry; thougçh,
atlas, a gloomjy spiritw-vhich goos in quest of shredr
to conceal the ligrht whichi shinos forth fromn that
bright volumeo vhich. is still read in thecir syna-
gogue; still, such aLs it is, it is botter than no
enquiry at ahl, and it is fervently to bo wished,
that the brightncss of that celostial, light may
speedily burst forth upon thomn, or, if this inay not
ho, that it niay continue to shine upon thom with
so calm and celestial a radianco, that wvhile the
spirit of enquiry sti;ll romains, it may bocomo a
spirit meek and docile, and which is soon to
rejoice in the full light and liberty of a child of
Goa.

It appoared to nie net unfrequontly duringr the
conversation which I had with theni, that they had
soino secret bond amongr themselves, simiilar to
that ivhich is spoken ofin the Acts of theApostles,
-%vhoro it is said, that the Jews banded togother
and bound theniselves under a groat curse, to
provont the spread of the gospel, by romoving
Paul. This appeared to me in the niannor in
which thoy expressed themselves whon I urged
upon thorn the dlaims of tho gospel salvation, or
hold forth to them the sure declarationsofprophe-
cy as to thoir restoration when they accepted of'
Christ as their Saviour ; they thon stated in dark
language the impossibility of a Jew boing a Chris-
tian ; and while thoy s-aid this 1 oither saw, or
fanciod 1 saw sointhing lurking behind which
they wore not willing to disclose ; for there was
expressec in thoir manner somnething like a senti-
mont of hopelossnoss, and a sullen expression, as
if the person addrossing theni %vas not privy to al
they Icnew and foît un the subject. 1 observed
also, that something of the same feeling appear-
cd in their maznner about the lato conversion of a

1 arise froin the daring blasphemies to which they
1have accustomed their minds in reforence to

i Christ. 1 have alroady reforred to one of these
mnalig'(nant blasphomios, drawvn froin the word

*Bcraslîit. And I arnpersuaded that this isnot the
-only cxiunple of thoir having procceded to a fearfuil
Iengthl iii cherishing such wickedness, for Lhey
said, after shewing nie this miystery as they called

*it, that they couhi show me more, but 1 had no
i desire to enter fiirther mnto the secrets of their

abominations. WVhichever of these be truc, and
I believe that there is truth in both,-that t.hev
blasphiemo the Lord in their hearts, and bind

*themiselves together against Ilini, it should teach
*ail who attempt to convince the Jews, to hiold
out fromn the first the free door of access througli
the blood of the Redeemer, sothat the stray sheop
may nlot be prevented from returning by the ap-
prehension that the door of mercy is shut against
theni.

They had other cadils wvhich they brouight for-
ward against Christianity. They asked why
Josephtis did nlot mention the miracles of Christ.
I said that the miracles of Christ were notorious
when .Tosephus wrote-that they were attstd
by independent evidence, and that the only infe-
rence which can bo deduced from his silence is,
that hie -was afraid to state that evidence, which,
as a Jew, he hiad rejected. One of the Jews
howvever, after arguing froni the silence of Jose-
phus, admitted that he had spokien of Christ, and
noiv received as genuine the passage in that
historian whichi he had just denied ; and hie here
repeated the first clause of that famnous passage,
IlAbout this time appeared a man, namied Jesus,
if hie niight be called a man.' 1le here stopped
and wvent 0o1 to state, thatJosephus moant to say,
that Christ wvas unworthy to be called a mnan ;
this 1 took to be ono of those blasphomies, of
which their heart seems so full, and which ap-
pears to be so charactoristie of the Jewvs, even at
tlîis period of the wvorld, in reference to Christ ;
I inentioned to theni, that their fathers nover de-
nied the miracles of Christ, but ascribed thent to
satanic agrency or magie. They soomed glad te,
lay hold of this Iast word, and assented, apparent-
ly, to the expianation. I mention this, to shew
at ivhat a low state of mental cultivation the


