
Does Britain o?- the United States Ibid the Futue ?

are witholit the path of active col-
onization. Ail these circumstances
favour the rapid occupation, ini the
niear future,. of Britain's inviting
possessions.

In the contest for commercial
pre-eminence which the different
nations of the globe are waging,
the question, as far as concerns
Britain's interests, of preferential
trade w'ithin the Empire wvil1 likelv
thrust itself prominently upol lier
statesmen at no very distant dlate.
Canada has led the way in this
respect. Already has she given the
preference in trade to the miother
country, and to, the sister colonies
of the WTest Indies. Australia is
now in a position to take conlcerted
action. It remains to be seen w'Nlat
course the Imperial Government
wvill pursue iii the ruatter.

Consider the tremenclous advan-
tages which the American Republie-,
in common with other countries,
lias had in enjoving the freedom of
the markets of the United Kingdomn
in past years, while on the other
band British goods have been sub-
jected to the most hostile foreign
tariffs. Political econom ists are
askingy themselves if this state of
affairs can much longer continue.
Free trade is doubtless an excellent
theory, but in view~ of modemi envi-
ronments is it practicable? I<ast
vear the imports of the United
Ký,ingdomn totalled î-23,633,486, of
which sum nîanufactured afticles
covered fÉ93 ,2i6.298. It is this
latter itemi over WTvhich. the protec-
tionist inclines to shake the hiead.
Col. Geo. T. Denison, President of
the Britisli Empire Leagute, in dis-
cussing1 the problemi a few weeks
ago at Ottawa, said:

1'Britain bias now the chance, by estab-
lishing mutual preferences, of developing
the great territories under lier fiag, not
only' nîaking thern stronger and more
prosperous, but binding themi together
by self-interest as well as by sentiment
and political ties. Shie should seize the
opportunity at once and endeavour to
scire the markets of lier Empire, as also

its political. unity. .. it stanjds to.
reason that, as nearly ail nations are shut-
ting us out of their iinarkets and are colu-
peting wvithi us iii ours, in seif-defence
the Emnpire wvith its 11,000,000 square
miles and 375,0003,000 people should pre-
serve its trade for buiilding UP its own
resources rather than those of possible
enieniies."

There is little doubt that the
%vhole question lias an important
l)earing on the commercial situation
of to-day, and those countries-
notably the United States-which
hiave developed an export trade
largely fromi free access to Eng-
land's ports, may riglitly await the
issue -%vith dleep anxiety.

'fliere are those who profess to
descry signs of Britain's decadence,
and papers and publicists speak of
the twentieth Century as destined
to witness the decline and faîl of
her greatniess. These prophets
would seeni to be strikingly lacking
in perspective. One must acknowv-
ledge that the marks of decav are
not apparent. Splendid opportuni-
ties lie before lier. That she still
holds in her hands the secret of
success may well 1)e believed. Al
that is required is that the adminis-
tration of Britain's Imperial affairs
shall equal the superior resouirces
at lier command.

Even if the M-àotherland should lu
the coining years fail to maintain
lier relative importance in the Eni-
pire, sI-e can rest assured that the
Magie wand of powver will not pass
bevond it. The B3ritish E~mpire
w'ill continue to exercise its comi-
mianding influence in the world's
future. It hias, first of ail, the
territory with w'hich to do it
-a territorv "bounded by no
continent, circumscribed bw 'no
sphiere," but reaching to the con-
fines of civilization itself : and,,
secondly, flue genjus of colonization
implanted wvithin it froni distant
agres to orgaize that territory and
-weave it into one barmonions whole-
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