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derata of Churoh Iiistory," but, nias a in an
inaudible tene o? veice. Dr. ]lreed, cf Phla.
deiphia, was heard on the "Diffusion cf Pres.
byterian Literature," and Dr. Hatfield cf New
York, on «I Revivals cf Religion," cf which be
highiy approved. In the evening the crowd
at the Academy was se great that it ivas
found necessary te hld an overflow meeting
in Hlorticulturai Hall, which was also fifled te
the door, and mucli irîterest was manifested
in the short and spirjted addresses oii thq
State cf Religion in Boliemnia, Spain, Itaiy,
India, and other countries.

In ahl there were about sixty papers read
befere the Council ; very few cf tlîem, iiow-
ever, were rend in full, as the time-liniit cf
thirty minutes for ench ivas strictiy onforced.
The papers were, without exception, very
geod but, as it is possible te have tee much
o? even a good thing, it ivas generaiiy conced-
ed that it wvould have been better bad the
programme prescribed one bai? the numuber
-o? essaya, and allowed miore tume te mark,
learn ani inwardly digest whiat ivas rend.
Three sessions were heid daiiy, naniely, frein
9.30 a.m. t1ili 1 p.ni.; frin 2.30 paîn. tilI 4.30),
and froni 7.30 until 10 p.m. About one heur
each day was îisually as miucli time as ceuid
be aliotted te discussion, nd it nmust be ad-
mitted that the most was made of that one
heur, during which the speakers were i-e-
strieted te five minute speeches. IIad it net
been for this Ilsafety-valve," shaîl I eall it,
there mugit have been, if net an explosion,
at lenst serious mnisuniderstanding as te the
real imiport and drift of many cf the state-
innts contained in the papers that were
rea-1. The resuit cf the brie? discussions thînt
were held wvent to show that in regard te the
essentinis cf our faith, the great heèart cf the
I'resbyterian Church, as here represented in
its varicus branches, is true te its distinctive
principles, and that the points cf difference
amongst its members are few and sninll in
,coruparison with those on whicli ail are
agreed. The Council amounted te notbing
if if; did not give the werid te understnnd
that the mission of Presbyterianism stili is
te hold fast as weil as te hold forthi Tîîu
T1'UTIi. it disciosed a censiderable amount
o? diversity in the jolity and practice cf thc
varicus Churches, and vindicnted the chiii
of Presbytery te the expression cf indepen.
.dent thought, and freedoni cf siiecci ; but the
sone cf the Council, as a wlhcle, was conserva-
live.

The programme fer Saturday, the closing
Iday cf tise Council, was expressed in the coin-
prebensive terni IlMisceilanecus Business,"
in which. was included a variety cf r-eports cf
comnmittees, and votes cf thanks to the citi-
sens cf Philadelphia for their abundant hos-
pitnlity, te the committees cf Peccration and
Management, and te the Press for the ex-

ceedingly good reports ivbich they had given
to the world of this great Convention. One
paper more wvas rend, and that net the least
important that engaged the attention of the
Council, namely the Circulai, Letter prepar.
ed by Dr. John ýîarshal1 Lanig, in the naine
and behaif of the Oouncil, whichi was heartily
approved, and it was resolvod te send a copy
of it to the Chui'ches represented in the AI.
liance, "with the request that it be rend froni
ail their- puipits on the first Sabbath in next
year. *At three o'clock iii the afternoon, the
Counicil adjourned te meet -at Belfast, Ire.
land, in the year 1884.

It will interest our x'eaders te knoiv that
the Canadian Churchwias largely represented
in Philadeiphia, and that the delegates ap.
pointed by the Generai Assembly took their
full share in the proceedings of the Council.
Three of theni read papers, ail of which were
well received. Three others were appointed
te preside as chairnien of the meetings. Two
were meinbors of the Standing Coninuittee
on Business, and nearly ail of theni took part
in the discussions whichi foliowed the rend.
ing of the papers. Two of our delegates were
unavoidably absent- Principal MceKnight
of lnlifax, and lIon. Alexander Morris, ai
Toronto. Their places ;vere supplied, how-
ever, by 11ev. Donald ilZae, cf St. John,
as Moderator of oui' General Assembly, and
Dr. Mathews, of Quebec, as ,Joint.Cierk of
the Alliance. Dr. (3. L. Mackay, of Formosa,
Professor Gregg, cf Toronto, and 11ev. C.
Chiniquy, were invited te sit as Associates.
Besides theso there ivere present, from the
Maritime Provinces, Dr. Waters, cf St. John,
and .Revds. Allan Simpson, cf Hialifax,
11ev. A. Burrows, cf Truro, and J. A. F.
McBain, of Chatham, N. B. ; froin Mon.
treal, Messrs. A. B. Mackay, P. Wr;ght, and
John Scriniger, Ministers ; and M\r. Jas.
Court, Eider; frein Ontario, the foilowing
Ministers,-Dr. Bain and Mir. Burns, cf Perth,
MNessrs. Burnfieid, cf Brockviile, Ileattie, of
Blenhieim, Bflantyne, o? Pembroke, Camer-
on, of Chatswvorth, and Cameron, et Cots-
wvorth, Chrystal, of Flamborougli, Firaser, cf
St. Thomas, Hlamilt-on, cf Motherwell, Laid-
iaw, cf Hamilt on, 14cKechnie, of Bothwvell,
Macpherson, cf Stratford, Macpherson, cf
Nassagawveya, Murray, cf Kincardine, Giu.
christ, cf Shelburne, Alexander, cf Mount
Pleasant, and 7lcA1ýpiut., cf St. Mary's,
with Eider W. T. Root., cf Ingersoi, and pos-
sibly others who may have escapedl our no-
tice. Several ladies froni Canada were aise
conppicuous by their attendance.

The hospitaiity cf the people cf Philadel.
phia towards their nunierous guests was upon
as large a scale as the occasion which cailed
it forth. Dr. Lang bit upon the riglit word
by which it shouid be expressed, whan lie
snid it was simply "1prodigiousl' One thing
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