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Modern English Literature s ite Blemishes and Defects.

By Henny H. Breex, Ew., F.8.A. Longmans.

Ve cannot say woshould fancy Mr. Dreen’s sell-
imposed task, Both its moral and its intellectual ef-
fects upon tho jnquirer bimsolf must-have been, to say
the Ioast, unpleasant, To read the words of our lead-
ing writers with the attention solely and keenly di-
racted to their defocts of style wust be an cccupation
scarcoly one degree better thau that of a reader in a
printing office. And(ault-finding may be necessary,
but it is not an improving employment. However (if
Mr. Breen will allow us to uso the word to which he
has 8 groat objection), Dir. Breen has no doubt mads
out bis case, although confining bhimself solely to the
fact, without atempiing any explanation of it. He
cortainly proves tbat inaccurate Euglish and a slip-
thod style are tho charactetistics of Sir Archibald
Alison and the older Disracli, and are to be found-in
most of our leadiog writers, even ju such as Hallam,

Ho points out also the contrast betwesn the French
aad ourselves in this rospect. There are indications
in tbe book, whenever ho diverges into speculation, that
be bas probably done wisely in abstaining from any
phitosopbising—to which there is in the subject very
great temptation—upon the source’ of the differenco
10 the idiosynerasies of the two nations,

Mr. Breen diverges once into theologs. Ee tells
ue, with some afectation of being wiser tllan bis neigh.
bory, that whereas all Romaunists bold Councils to be
infallible, there -re great and atlowed differences
amon;; them whetber the Popes are so. That such
differences on tbat panicular point were allowed, is
certainly trae. 1f Mr. Breen will make inquiry, be
will, we apprehend, find bimeelf to be considerably
mistaken io affirming them to be allowed still. Ws
should recommend bim to inquire into tbe bistory of
the Abts Guetieis, or of the council so called, which
affirmed the Immacufate Conception, oriato the pre-
sent etate of opinion in the Gallican Church.

e bave also to suggest to our exact critie, that
Bishop Thirlwall's dispute to which be rafers in p. 147,
with Sir Benjamin, not with Bishop, Hall-—rather
different persons—and in Breenian language, does
Mr. Breen really believe that Bishop Thirlwall is two
hundred vears old, and then bad a passage of arms
with good old DBisbop Hall? And again, that
« apockryphal” is not quife correctly, and that correct
spelling is rather more elemeatary than grammar, and
a ain against it proportionably wore flagrant.

A few specimens of Mr. Breen’s game may amuse
our readers :—

« No one,” says the most grava and accurate Hal-
lam, * as yet bad exhibited the structure of human
kidoeys, Vesahus baving only examined them in
dogs ™

Batthe elder Disraeli and Sir A. Alison are the
great offenders. The former tells us of one of bis
celcbrities, that “ hence he considered marriago with
a modern political economist as vers dangerous.”
Malthus, we confess, was not a promisiog character
for a husband. Aund again, that  unseen powers wers
seen to mingle with the tide of sublunary affairs.”

The latter—besides innumerable specimens of twad-
dle—is occasionally  guilty of simple nousenge, e. 9,
bo nforms us that  the increase of the horned cattle
of Soutb America is the most extraordinary instance
of multiplication which is recorded in the annals of
wmankind I”  Aod again, that *the hersic Spanish
gunners at Saragossa bad no defence but bags of earth,
which the citizens replaced 2s fast as they were shat-
tered by tho enemy's shot, joined 10 their own uncon-
querable courage.”

Our extracts shall b ended by an inscription to
the memory of Lord George Buntinck, adopted by
the committee connected with 1he Not testimonial to
the Protectionist leader.—* To the memory of Lord
(xeorge Frederick Cavendish Bentinck,” &¢., ** whose
ardent patnptsm and ancompromising honesty were
only eqaalled by the perseveriag zeal and exiraordi-
nary talents, which called forth the grateful bomage
aof those who, in erecting tbis memorial, pay a beart-
. felt iribute to exertions which promatarely breoght to

the grave ono who might long have lived tho prido of

his native country.” Mr. Breen, bowever, shows that
ho never read Arsistotle’s * Rbetoric,” wben he adds
tbe rematk, that « this is a style unknown toany sys-
tem of rbetoric, ancient or modera. He may find it
duly labotled and analysed in the third book of tbis
ancient philesopber.

. :Acbapiir .on Plagiarisms at the ~ad of the book

#x.the most interesung poriion. Mr. bsreen bas nunted

#p Witk praiscwortby diligence the original sources of,

several well kuown sayinge, as, ¢.g., the great idee Na-
poleonienne, that * from tha sutfime to the ridicalous
isbut a step,” which is to be found in Longinus.—
Evan hero, however, Mr. Breen is ratter too barsh
sometanes,  Fur instanco, the idea is not en recondito
in Tennyson’s line—* You could scarco see thoe grass
for flowers”—as that ho must b= guppesed to havo
borrowed it, bacsuse it occu - in rathor different
words, and with a totally different turn in the idea,
in the old dramati:t Peclo—* Yo may no see, for
peeping flowers, tho grasse.”
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On a True Parthenogenesis in Auiis and Bees; a
Contribution to the 1listory of Reproduction in Ani-
mals. l§§ Ant Tueovor Erxst Vox Stunown.
'mm:m_?:ﬁ} Witrtax S. DaLtas, . L. S, &e-
Vaa Vyorat.

This is a purely naturalist’s book, unlikely, at least
in its present form, to alrract the aliention of any but
professed naturalists; vet tho resuits announced in it
are so curious that it scems wor'h while to introduce
them in a cursory way to the general reader. Thoy
belong to the most deoply bLidden secrets of Nature,
aod are drawn from the very inmost peuotralia of
ber temple. Tracking up tho stream of existenco
to its source, the patiept observer dotects the act of
vitalisation, and lay g dissecting needle on the ear-
liest germ of lile.  The particular object of his inves-
tigation in che present instance we will endeavor to
explain as briefly as possible.

That all life has a tendenoy to reproduction is an
obvious phenomenon ; that the fact of reproduction de-
pends upon a ee:zal union is scarcely less obvious.
It holds good in vegetable, no less than in animal,
existence. The anther must scatter its pollen on the
stigma befere the ovary can produco a fertile seed.
Frequently, indeed, the sexes are united by nature
withia the same flower ; sometimes, as in wonweiovs
plants, they occupy different flowers upon the same
trunk, sometimes, asin d-ccious plants, they are whol-
ly separate ; but i all cases a union must take place
before reproduction can cnsue. Such is at least the
general law of the vegetable kingdom. That it is also
the general law of the animal kiogdom is sofliciently
plain.  Tho remarkable fact which Siebold conceives
bimself to have established is, tbat within the insect
class there are numerous exceptions to this law, and
those exceptions not irregular and abnoimal, but defi-
nite and permsnent,

Many apimals adwit of an imperfect part:xar “snesis.
The females of insects and even birds wilt I ; epas,
though isolated from the males ; but 12ssu cags n~ver
reach maturity. Being unfecundated, they shrivel up
and perish. This, therefore, is no true parthanogeneris
since there is really no genesis at all.

Again, a singular babit bas beer: observed in the fa-
mily of the Apkides. In their case—

A sexual generation, represented by separate males
and females, is followed by a series of goncrations,
only including a single form, which proceed from each
otber in manifold repetiion without any previous co-
pulation, until after about seven to eleven such gene.
rations, a generation of males and females again makes
its appearaunce.

‘The aphides of thesc intermediato generations are,
however, 3o differently organised from the true females
that they are even viviparous instead of oviparous.
they are rather foster-nurses than virgin mothers.
This case cannot, therefore, be cited as one of true
parthenogeneds. It has, indeod, received a special
though not very approptiate name us dis own, and is
known as the Alternation of Generarions.

But io some moths, in the silkworm, and in the
boney bee, M. Siebold bas satisfied bimself that there
is a true parthenogeaesis. Ilo i+ convinced not only
that the isolated female can lay egas (which is no now
fact), but also that theso epge are baiched and give
birth to living ammals which are in ail respects truo
representatives of their species. The most interesting
result of +bis discovery —and to this our remarks shall
be Jimited—1is the complete explanatign it snggests of
the curious aod dificult phonowena of the interior of
the beehive.

It is no exception to the role of insact life that &

queen should govern. Uhroughout the jasect kingdom
the Salic law is revarsed. ‘Tho female is generally tho
morg perfoct and bighly organised individual. Within
the beebive the queen is the only ripe and perfect (o-
male. The drones arc males, the workes-bees ars im-
mature and undeveloped females, capable of laying
egtos, but incapable of reviting the fertilising seed.
Their epgs, bowover, can. be batcked, bat only into
the infe ior or male form of e From the vgge of a
worker drones only are produced. The virgin queen,

of coutse, shares with them. this powe of laying drone

egas; whon eho bas boce foonndared, she powsesses the
additional pawer of laying other ogns, whigh, accond-
ing to thoe foud bestowed vpon tkow, turaing out either
workers or queens — imperf-ct or porfoet females,
Aud, what is more singular, aho exercises this power
at will,  Tho workersbees prepare the comb for hor
furaisbing it with the due proportion of worker colls,
drane celis, and roysl cells. The quoau,mo;:os ovor,it
depositing in each drone cell an unfocundatod egh. in
the royal and worker cells fecundated 0gs?, tho sxy
of the cell determiung i either case lar instinctive
action, Sawmetimes a swgular phienomonoa ocours. A
good pair of wings are, it eveme, essential to & qroen’s
martisge 1—

+Tho droue's, as long as thoy remsin in the. hive,
are always oxiremely slugpish wsecte, which ave not
even roused frown their qu.atuds and phlogm by the
proximty of aqueon dosirous of vopulation; on the
other band, whea a worw, still, and clear day hasal.
lured thew vut into the open air, the sexual and cop.
ulatve 1upulso 19 awakened 1 the bighest degreo in’
thess otherwiso 20 sluggish drones. Thoy vove through
the genial air bigh over their baves with a loud hume
wing to attract the attention of a queen; who would
be impelled to tako ber wedding fight by the same
favourable weathsr. At any rawe, very few of the
many thousand drones atiin boe longed-for bappiness
of being selozted and accepted by a quoen for a hos-
band, it beiug well known that the number of fumale
bees is very small in proportion to the groat numbor
of malo individuals. But by means of this dispropore
tion, the fow female bues, on taking theic wadding
flight, are always surs of attaming their object, aa from
the number of drones raving through the air with the
same 1ntent, it will not be villl:ult for a queen to.make
choice of an agreeabls consort, .

I, therefor, it bappens that a quoen is 80 unfortu-
nate as to be bora with crippled wiagy, she is unablo
to procure the opportuaity of impreznation, and can
lay none but drono eggs.  This sko proceeds to do,
filting all thg.gells indiscrinmately with the same kind
of epg. 1The droue-larvio are, howaver, much too
largs for the worker cell, and, accordingly, on their
appearauce, the workers, with pauent complaitznee,
proceed o alteg and enlarge thess narrow cells to suit
the unexpected dimensions of their geoupants. Tha
resalt isa misshapen comb, known in Germany by the
name of Bucksibrut, or crooked brood,

Some curious reader may ask tho question—How
can these things by asceriained'? What eye can
pierce, or what hand can liR, the veil which Natare
thiows . ver those mysterious processss? He mua
seek the answer in the bouk irself.  Ho will thero fing
in full and coavincing detail tho ingenious expert-
ments by which theso results bave been obhined and
tested. We can but indicate a fow of them. Ogpe is
furnished by the introduction of a new variety of baes.
The German bes i; black, the Italian streaked with
bright yellow. A German queen, fertilised by an
ltahan drooe, produces only black drones, but black
and yellow workers; thus ahowing, in accordancs with
tho theorr, that the drone brved 1 exclunvely maters
nal, while tho workers exbibit also tha paternal olds
ment. Biany more expetimentsare dua to the bag
bive invented by M. Dzierzon, the Pastor of Carls-
market, in Silesia, the orpinator of the theory, which
AL Sirbold underiakes todemanatrato scientifically s—

He bits upon the bappy ide of causing the beas to
boild their combsof transversa sticks placed loosely be.
hind onu avnotber in the upper space of the beebive,
by which he was enabled as often as he pleased to ex-
amine the whole of the combs in a hyve one after tha
other, the interor of the hive beinp rondered accessi.
ble by taking away & moveable back or front wall,as
by this arrangement-cach individual comb, cliuging
from beneathto thaelooss transwerse stick, can bo ta.
ken out witli this, cxamined on: bath sides, and.agan
suspended ia its placa without injury,
- It1s ovvious bow much insight into the goingm on of
the bive such o conirivance would afford 1a the bands
ola practical obsorver. .. But besides .chese empincat
tests, the theory rests securely on-the firm basis,anat.
omical disseetion-aud microscopical investigation, The
‘combiaxtion of evidence does not allow: ug_to_douby
that. we Lave caught a glimpso of a procen in 1he mane

-

Aifold operations of the Crestor, bitherio; unknown to

human science. &

IXCIDENTS OF THE BEDXLLION IN INDIA,
The followiag proclamation, copies of which bad
been seized in Calcatta, sppears - to supply thd moet
autbentic and suggestiva eketch of tha design strqok

"off by the copartnery of Musulwan and Hipdoo con-
“spirators. From tho conclugion it purports to be iwu

£4 1n_the vame of the rebil kiog of Dalbi, but it beare



