372

THE CHURCH TIMES.

— —

-Stlmmtl.

FOSLTION OF MODERN ROME.

Qver against Balio) College, in one of the nioet pub-
lio places of Oxford, there standsa monument e rected
by the piety of modern 8364 lo commemorate one of the
Rreatest events which bas cocurreud since human baings
bave formed thumsslves into societios. Tho artisr,
with groat okill and singular succoer, bas carved in en.
during stone the Seatures of thoes great paladios of oyr
religion who wpon thst spot laid down hoir lives in
tormsnts to secure liberty of conseience in afler ages to
their follow-countrymen and their fllow-croatures.—
Life in Eoglod is s0 fully occupled in the Senate, in
tbe forum, in the warket-places, that but few professed
Audents cars to delve in the dark chambars of history,
aud to ladour among dusty recurds and old dates—
Ths toll, bowever, is not slways without roward.—
Btrange auggetions and contrasts are brought to light
by confronting the present with the past. It is now
within a few days of threo centurios back that stout
old Letimer and Ridlay, tho most (eatless and the most
eflicient of the Protestant bistiops, ware burut at Ox.
ford on the very spot where tho Martyr'’s Monument
now staade. Tleso things bappened on the 161h of
October, 1555, All laws that Lad been mado to thy
prejudico of the Pope's authority in Englaud bad been
Just repealed.  Queen Mary lad shaken from her asa
pollution the titio of « Head of the Church,” ani it
was made felony to pray that God would turn the
Quuon's heart from Ldolatry and Pupish supenstition.—
Everything seemed 1o promise fair for the renewed
subjection of England to the Roman See.  The Popo
of that day zould look around Lin with confidencs to
the Sovereigns who eithor held or wers about to sug-
ceod to suprems powe- in France, in Germany, in
Spaiv.  Charles 1X, with one foot upon the throne,
wa3 already dreaming of S, Bartholomew’s night, in
concert with the (Guises, and Aumiales, and Anjous.—
Lbe bypocbondriacal Ligot Philip was about to receive
tfrom his great father the inberitance of Spain, and the
cause of the Papacy in Germany was to bs entrasted to
Ferdinand 1, with good expectation of pious succezsors
m hisplace. We will not speak of Englund asit is jn
the year 1455, but certainly the Pope whose reigh was
illustrated by the mariyrdom of Latimer and Ridley
would havo been not a little astonished, could he bave
known that the correspondent or Londea journal,
writing from the Holy City precisly three conturies af
ter Lis time, would bave drawn the following picture of
lus successor’s position s—tt The clief fostura iy the
2ocial state of Rome is decidudly an abhorrenco of Pa.
pal Government, and, possibly, it gkt be added, an
inercasing deference to religion. OF the latter point,
however, I cannot spesk with certainty; only 1 do
koow that the day before yesterday, (the Feast of the
Auanunciation,) when the Pope performed Mass in the
church of Santa Maria del Popolo, thera were not
above 200 persons in the building, besides oflicialy, and
very faw in the streets to sce the display of Military
and State carriages, and receive his Hohnesy's blessing
ag hio passed. Jam told, indued, that it is nog unusual
for the peopls of Rome to run up side stroets, or into
housesay they see the Popu’s caniaae cominy along, in
order that they may not be oblized to do lim rever.
ence.” This surely is 5 sad falling oft' from the days
whena Gregary, an Innocent, a Julius, 07 a Leo fhun.-
dered forth his docrees from tbe Vatican as wthe
ervant of the servants,” and yet the Omnipotent Lord
Lere bejow!

Butin trutb, to any @an gificd with but moderate
observation who has mads Italy his bome for o time,
this sesnlt can cause no astonishment, In England wa
fird the Papal system modified according to the exigen,
cies of an heretical land and unbeliaving race. Woulg
You know what that system is in its full development,
20 to Rome. You will not at fiest be eonssioas of the
Lorrcra with which you arc surrounded. A cartain
season tust be given to day dreams in the Forum, and
to night dreams in the Coliseum. The artist’s enthu.
siasm must be allowed 10 satiate itself on the marvel-
lous marbles which ancientart has bequeathed to us,
and among those wonderful pictures which scem to
preteribe tho imits of the painter’s skill. There comes
a time, howorer, when the fueling for thess things
passes by,  Man was not sent into this world to dream
avay lifa amony ruins, nor 16 practice dilettantism in
20y of its allurity forms. Bix, then, gradually—but
with excoeding eaution—with the Ttalians who inha,
bit this baly town, and learn from them the weaning
af their livea.
7lon vnouzh~powibly  with falssbood—bat on the
7 whste there will be such a concurrence of testimony in
ST T nattorable turpits le aad arrocious tyran-

You will doubtless mest with cxaggera- .
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ny of the Papal Goverament tbatno Indifferent pers
son could refuse acquieacence in th testimony produ.
ced.  But, if words will not eanvines your mind, look
around you! What you see—that soens of tuin and
desolationethat hub-bedl of fuver, with iis stenches, and
miatmis,—way onoe the capital of the world.  When
heathens bald it, and the high priest, with the slient
virgin by his side, ascended the Capito} in honour of
Juplier, Romo was suprumo among the wations, In
the bands of the Christians, and when the sellatyled
Prince of ths Faithful on cach seturning Easter day
a -ande the balcony of St Peter'sto hless tho Holy
City,what barnot Rome become! It it be thy case,
as all history appear tosuggest, that nations and king.
doms, aven as men do, perish and dacay from the offecy
of their own vices and sorzuptions, surely the rentence
and condemastion bas been branded daeply enough
upon the brow of Pontifical Rome. But the ruln and
the sickness, and the povesty, and the desolation above
ground, are as nothing compared with what pases in
the interior of thoss Roman bousss and in the dungeons,
the dark secrots of which are but occasionally revealsd
by tho few prisoners who ever escape from their chains
to tell the tale. Wo bave not space, por time
Jjust now to enter upon the subject, but it bas been woll
axcertained thut within tho last few years horrors havo
been enacted in the Rowan prisons for which parallels
must be sought in the dungeons of tho Spanish Inqui.
sitions when that tribunal was at its worst, But the
physical torture—~no?! nor the imprisonment of hna-
dreds of thousands of innocent men—isnotall. Worse,
far worse than this, is the unutterabls moral pollution
which overflows upan every wictched cottage and mir.
erable lodaing in this Papal land. Get some Roman
who bas accorded you hig tardy confidence to sit by
your side under an old archway, when the kot air and
bright sun of Central Inaly drive you to some qool
shelter, and thers hear what he bas to say of the doings
of yonder eable-stoled priestd, who sweep past you in
silerco andin gloom, Hear his story of what priests
do at Rome, where they are ommpotent, and you will
See reasons to be thankful that your lot way not cast
among the pollutions to which every Roman born is
subject—be and bis fanuly.  Civis Roinanus sum !—
How pathetic o complaint do the words now imply ;
bow much history is involved in that brief phrase !

We, of course, can only concern ourselves with the
story of modern Rome as 8 political question. The Pope
of Rome to us is but a temporal prince, who gricvously
opipresses his miserable suljrets, and whose misloeds are
likely to hurry on that explosion in Central Ialy sehich
econcer or later must come, The Fronch garrison hag
beun reduced, and tke Pope, in a fiight, Las sent off
for another Swiss regiment, to guard him (rom the con-
sequences of the too entbusiastic loyalty of Lis subjects,
The police espionage of Romo bas been screwed up o
the level of that of Naples. Tho project for withdraw.
ing thy paper currency bas proved afailure. Every
obstacle is thrown in the way of those who wonld er.
15 out the projected railroads; for the cardinals bave
come to the conclusion that the instant their wretched
8e1f3 begin to travel and mix with their fellow-creatures,
there is an ond of their dominion. Only think of what
the condition of that population must be which msy be-
come too enlightened by contact with the Jazzazoni o
Naples! Jlo would be a bold man who should ven,
ture to predict with absolutes certainty the moment
when that power which bas held the buman race in
thraldem for so many centuries shall fall 10 1550 1o
wore ; but certainly the foundat.on of the Papacy, asa
temporal power, appear sadly shaken just now. VWere
the French garrison withlrawn to-morrow, thn next
dsy Pic Nouo might reckvn lumself fortuna‘e if ho o4
caped the venpeance of his subtjects in the most cuns
ning dizuice which the craft of his advisers could suy”
gesi—London Times. et e

GREAT INNER S8RA XQUATORIAL ApRIca.

Tng following communication has been addressod
to the Athencum, by By Augustus Petermann :—
“ A communication from M. Rebmanm, the inissiona-
Ty at Mombay, e s very intaresting feature of Tnper
Adrica having been made to mo by Dr. Barth, of the
Missionary Socry 2t Cataw {(Wiriciboer), | am indu.
ced to offer the folloxing few tines n Tefercnce theve-
to :—~The cowmunication consists of threa letrars from
2r. Rebman, dated, % Mombas, the 13th, 29¢h, snd
30th of April, 1855, and a rmall map comprising the
greater part of Africs, drawa by that gentleman at
Mombas under the last of the dates, the purpase of
these documents being to announce the discovery of
very larga innerses, whichin the map, iv represented
to occupy thu vast spave between the ¢quator snd 10
degrees south latitude, and betwoen 23 degrees pnd

80 degrees east longilude, Greenwich, baving at its

aoﬁlh«ntcm n{umlly Lake Nyswa attsched tois
like & tail-pieces-This immenso body of waler, with
an area about :Feo 8t large us the Black Soa (wiid

tho Sea of Asof) is inscribad with the nsme of Uker,
we ot ioner ef of Uniamexi, its narrow slongatod
south-sastern boaring that of Lake Nyasss; and
tha discovory i %ald, in the sccompanying letters to

bave been arrigd at by tho concurrent testimony of
various pativesgwelling on or closs to the lake, both
on its eastera s well as0u sls wostern shorss—with
whom the misfonarles camt in contact. Some of
theso natives 6kt came down to trade on the comt at
Tanga, #Ave & clear account of i,
whils at othug points of (he comt, from Tangs,
southwerd for 8 degrees of latitade, corroborative

informafbn +i obtained. It {s to be regratle d
that Mr. Rolaann does not at onge communicats the
pattivular deg which formed the basis of this repre-
sentation, b rithar enlarges in plrases convaying
little that is rapitive to those anxious to teat theo coresct.
ness of his cqulusions.  He refers to a large and very
detailed may which bas been drawn by bis golleague,
Dr. Etbardiand which we presums is on its way to
Europe. Bif however unsatisfactory tho internal evi.
dence of lbe'ccount beforo us may be, it confirms and
establishies o3 very imporrant fa. t, namely, that there
is only onofrge lake in Southern Africa, This was
the opinion §eld long since by W. D, Cuoley, whosa
valuabls and’ important researches into tho geography
of that regish are so woll known, but whoso view was
opposed till now by tho accounts of missronaries in
Lastern Afica, as thoy maintained that in addition to
Lake Nyasa, there existed another large laks in
Mocnemoesd. As they now themselves conform to the
opmion fom which they formorly thought they had
reason todffer, it may bo considered all tho more
firmly estiblubed. Mr. Rebmann’s letters contain
severai paficulars respecting tbe southern, or ratber
wu!b-eas:}n oxtremity of thy lake, which, bowaver, do
not matenblly add 1 or differ from what js contained
in Mr. Ccfey’s vatious esaays an the geography of tha

regivn ; vhile a provoking silenca is observed respect’
ing the nftbern more novel aud interesting portion op
the lake,and the very marvellous extent given to it,
Moro desfled ang satitfactory inlormation must there-
fore cometo hand befors it can be preperly discussed,
The letrgs and map of My, Rebmann, which may be
seentin &p ¢ Calwar Misrionsblate of the Ist of Oct.,
1855, ns well ag the iargo forthconnng map of Mr,
Erhardt §o which referenco is made in the former, ap-
pear tod. te deserve a notice, all {he tnory because
they cordain the "sst result of the East African Mission
which of present seems intended to be given up,—
Mr. Knpt bas alroady cetumned to Europe, and lately
arrived:t Trieste, while Mr. Erhardt left tho East Al
rican caast in April fast, by a Hambursh trading ves.
sel, viathe Cape of Good Hope. This mussion has ex.
isted since the year 1843, when Mr. Krapf first
reached the Fast African coast, aud in June, 184,
was joned by Me. Rebmann.—Despite the series of
years devoted to this onterprize, it has not been pro-
ductive of such results as might bave been expected,
but it has nevertheless done great service in drawing
atten'ion to that interesting region, and in pioneer-
ing the way. What we now want is a determined

; and abls man liks Dr. Barth, to follaw up discover,

ies and researches partially made”
T A A A B e Y A Y W)
CONCAVITY OF THE EATTH AT TUE XORTH POLAK
CIRCLE,

To the Editor of the Churchuan »

8112 :~1I read with great joy, in last Fridas's Tribune,
to me, and no doubt 10 you, the gratifying utelligence
of tbe eafe arrival in New York of Dr. Kane, teturn-
ing from his voyage to the Polar regions. The feet-
ings of fow, I think, were moro excited, parhaps, than
myown, far the success of the undertaking, both on
ths score of scicnce as well g humanity ; and I fels
that if 1 could give a hint that would throw any light
onthe suhject, it was my duty to do so. From that
motiva jt was that 1 sent a lettor (o Dr. Kano on the
morning that be eailed from Naw York ; whether he
rergived jt, 1 know not. 1t was o inform biny that I
bad good seavons to be assured that the earth was con-
cave at or within tho Polar circle; conscquently as the
sun’s rays wouyld bo thrown directly intothe concavity,
preat beat would be the natural result, which heat
would, as another nataral consequence, neatralize the
cold of all that part for 3ome considerable distance. [
felt assured that if Dr. Kane came near jts influence s
2% to perceive an, alteration in the tetperature, the
bint L bad given wonld-be suflicient to induco bim %
proceed, whon, otberwise, for want of ity he might re.
turn, and bis, whole previous exertion bo o, My
first idea of tho cartl’s concavity, and consequently
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