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On Kaster m«ht 462, whilst the |
pedple were “assembled  in the
Church with their holy Bishop, the
Towr'House, an immense building,
situated on‘an emifience in the midst
of the city, was reported to Be on
fire. 'The alarm instantly spread,
it was féared that the wholé city
would be rediiced to ashes, and the
entire multitude rushed out of the
Church, leaving the Bishop alone
before the altar. Deeply moved by
tbe calaml’ues which ™ weighed so
heévﬂy 6n his beloved flock he burst.
into tears, and’ carnestly besought
the Almighty to stay his avehging
arf:="To appease the divine anger?
he-made d vow to establish public
prayers accompanied by processions
angl«fastmg . -His mediation was
effectual. - The conflagration in-
stexitly-ceaged. The people return-
editothe Church.and were informed
by-the Bishop of his. vow. He ex-
horted-them to pemence, and the
thze@ days’ before - Ascension - were

“be,oelebrated by Processmm,pubhc
&‘E@?‘?’;&wa 8 fast w;nﬂzu‘ to that
of': ‘Such were the fruits,both

sﬁiﬁtual and temporal, derived fromx
this. hely exercise, that the good
custoRr speeélh passed_into other

Disddsdes. <

Einally it was adopted b}' Pop:‘

Leo. HI in the ewhth centurj and
has been since observed by the’
Universal Church.

The Litanies of the Saints aré
seng in Procession on these days.
The word Litany is of Greek ori-
gin, and signities Supplication or
Prayer. Those Litanies open with
an addréss to the Holy Trinity, to
the Mother of God,.and to all the
angels and’ saints .of his glorious
kingdom.-* When each is naméd,
thousands of veices cry out Ji-
seréret nobis, Have mefcy ch us;
or Ora pro nobis, Pray forus.- To

jeach of the three Divine Persons

and to them alome’ we say Have”
niercy on us because in God alone”
do we recogise the power to shew
us mercy. To the Queen of Hea-
ven and toall the Blessed Spirits
and Friendsof God we say Pray
for us, because we look up to them
as charitable mediators of ibcerces-
sion before the throne of Grace.
Jesus is our great and only Media-
' tor ‘of atonement, and ke has fully
paid our ransom in his blood.  But-
-we-know that-his antreis and salits
are- not ynmindfirl of u¥- poor pil- -
grimsin-this -place of exile. We
knew-the angels of dyr- Father " re-
Joice over the conversion.even. of'-
one sinner-antongsts us;” and’ that

Ithose heavenly spirits present the



