
TUlE M~ARITIME PRESBYTERIAN. 121

TUE TWO STEPS TO SALVATI(>N.
BY REV. TIIBODORB L. CUYLER.

God brought lierel ouLt of Egypt before
He brought them Ütto Canaan. So there
are two vital eteps to ba taken by every
one who sincerely deaires to bc saved;
the one ie a step Jrom, and the other in a
step to-,'xrds. Peter, the earliest revival
p)rEacher lu the Christian Church, address-
Pd an asseinbly uf awakeiied sinuers by
coudeueiiig the fliat etep into the single
word reet" Repentance ineane far
more than shedding tears, or rising for
prayer, or being alorined nt the thuught
of hell. It le taking a righit view of sin,
and then determninitig 1y Cri-d's belp to
(luit it. l he guo)d old WVestniiniser
Catecbiem describes iL as, that ac:t by
which the sinner, with a t rue sense uf bis
sin, and with grief an'd bat red of hir, ain,
dqth fir ffrnt il unto God. Whethier it
be (-ne specific in cr evil habit, or
whether it ha a whuîble life course of un-
godlineseq, the thiiug to be due is t.he
sanie. S-m xîmuet be Ioathed, and then
left. «MNany a drunkard loathes hiniseif
and bis bottie; but hae dues nuL leave off.
The dishotiegt railway-contractxor, who is
offly attîa:ucd because hae is detected, but
vould repent hie speculatione if ha e.ould
get another chance, ie not a true penitelnt.
A great xuany people'a livea are an alter-
nation of airlning and sorrowing, sorrow-
ing and then sinziug agaun,1 but yet they
becurna no batter. my friand, when you
have lookcd at your own heart as wicked,
and your own conduet as utterly wrong;
when you have prayad God to chaýnge
your heart-, ansi to help you change your
conducii, you have taken one vital step
towards your salvation.

Perbaps you xnsy -my '61 tbugt that
coming to Christ *as the firat stop, and
the ouly atep that 1 nec~d take." Let mue
tell yo!l that you are nover likely to corne
to Christ as you ought, iui~you sea your-
self as you are, aud feel yotir rueed of a
Saviour. Thora in a very light way of
iuviting alunera to Christ, that niakes
very Ii.ght work ivith their àou-i. They
hear a certain kind cdf invitation that
niakes theru helieve that thay can corne tu
Jeaus, and bring Lheir favorite sille along
with theru. Christ hiruseif didnfot ignure
repentance; the v'ery firat recorded tait
that He ever preached froru, vas the short
sharp word" R4Pepent." Peter rang out
the same text at Pantecoet Paul work-

ad ou the sanie linos, for ho telle us that
ha prcached "Repentance towards God,
and faith towards the LordI Jeaus Christ.'
The atep from muet precede the step fo.
Even the prodigal did riot set bis face to-
warda hie fathers housa until hae had coni&8
tu himef, and began to loathe hiiuseif
and bis horrible sine.

2 As tho first vital step in a penitential
step front in, 8<> the second vital stepila a
step towards the crucified Saviour. When
an anxioua inquirer aaked Paul what ho
muet do to b.' savcd, the- Apostie gave
back the ewift repy 'lTrust on the Lord,
Jeas Christ. " rhat vas not an emotion,
oir au opinion, but an act. 1 have but
littie patience with a clas of crude but,
weil mceanirîg Chrietians, who talk to'i-
quiring souls as if faiLli was a sort of pass-
ive resting iu the armns of Jeans, as a baby
drupe to sleep in the arme ot its mother.
Thero are times inu hfe wheu a soit rnay
do this, but nuL in the decisiva atep ef
conversion. If 1 fall tiff the ferry buat,
and a rope je tased over to mue, iy'act ot
faith in that rupe nmuat be a pretty sturdy
grip of the rope, and a tast holding tu it
If it holde me, 1 miust hold on tu iL. The-
trust ou Christ that mates you, muet ba ari
euergetic grasping of hiru and clingîng Lu-
Him, and uniting your very soul to His,
loviug and ail powerful self. Faith le
your doing. Divine support and uphold-
ing grce le Chriet'a doing. Iu proceas of
regeneration by the Holy 'Spirit, there is
a certain ceusa in which the soul is pass-
ive, just as Baii.iieus vas pasrsive whilc
Christ vas opaning his blind ayes for
hini. Yat Bartirneus «as thoroughly
active lu prayiug to Christ, trustiug
Christ, aud coming to Christ for healing.
"Corne unto me" ia Christ's invitation to
you; but coming iînplies a step tovarda,
Hlm, and talcing steps le an active j<rocess,
Dot a passive recipiency.

3. From the moment that you surrender
yourself to Jans, you muet ]et Hinu have
Hie way vith yeu. Saul of Taseus had
heen uaed t£) having bis own vay, aud a
wratchod way it vas ; as soon as Christ had
conquered him, ha cried out "Lord, what
wilt Thou have me to do ?" Paul did Dot
bargain Lu ha made "&happy," or expect
auy raptures ; ntither muet you. The
great .Apostle's joy vas to do hie Master's
viii ; bis crovu vas the vork ha nobly
wrough 1 , snd the soule ho von. Search
through ail the old hero*s biography, a.nd
yon will aeldom find bu» talkiug about


