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TII E CII ARIACTE1R 0F CLEOPATRA.

la ortier te cecape a violent death at the hainds af Alnthony, Who, sho
kuot, susp'.ctc'd ber, Cleopatra took -refuge in her tuinb ; but baffled in hfIr

sittempt to commit suicida thero, she allotred liersoîf, aster 'ho deaîh c.f
Anthony, to ho convcycd an- n prisonpr wthn palace eofa the Ligidos, ivhere
rntn oto day, siîdgionly. rectivcd :a visit front Octsivius, tise victor of Adiuai.
Tbîe o.)'.- ct7of i ie viéýit lgraq ta' de:vr Cicaîpabt*ra froaan c3:îam'ating -slicide. Lacr

Octaviu.., as tir le'jaîa front l)icn Cus.aits4, foIt thait lia i-vul.! hia robbcd uf
I. is ,!ot y if Fis iiluiattiûu;sa c ptivo ciid not gracsrslaie iriuupli ; blit ti.

inhîî os hlo hll' ctjliv.st-l .Jiiliuis <*zeiir.4zd stshjug:titi M îrk Anthoîay
.l. iz-2l theî (cca..i6e1 Io :m:aîîl irstl.r sc.nquest. site threow liirîeif -- il, 11;
fet ; zslie ilîer. frasa lier bo>unri theO let.; of t!io depried C.c4ar and kissed

dieu), ~ b f e iil ,i larouk.li ie-eiitq, I f you %vt)ilti lcraow haw yoiur tailler
Iovcd mu relis] tiiosc ILo:ter.! Oh ! C.%:3r, why did I noL clia with ttaee !-
but in those I sec thec once marc 1' and in the midst of ber te irà ilhe triait

ica -rnile on Oclaviu- ; biat tise imapiSsiblo Octavius wite&sa'î her 4inuli!ed
grief wiîh thi.. frigid c3lduc;s of a ruagistranw ta'king clown, -1 ilepasiliila.
izuîha i lmvrln, howaver, ivas no langer ablo to k îslw~~ t coqurato; lier
Ilàlndi.hnients wore unsucressitul ; and. elle finaily destroyeui hersil, losv!ng
the new ]Emnperar of Rame Io drag in triumph nat har jacrszn but ber staw.l

The vanquishcd Eýyptinia, who thul, by d5icg, dceemcd ber conqiioror,
is êjare::. nted as agrent quc'm, a rival of tirea faabld S3emniraini-s, au olliûr
sister of Zenuhia.iand Is'albel and MaiTîsresa and Catherine. But nlinmns
ca:inotjiirtly ba considercd gro.it, un.tcaa. tiîey possca tlaosa manly qualities
whicli havc! diiatinguitihed gro:a kingi; and maie themt leigders of nicu.

Cleopaîra was too essnilya %vrnara to bc rauked w.grth the~ m.;sculino
lu. rejinrs ta whum BF ca i' bren ca:npared. If fur twenty yo:arï -ahe Ytlained
lie'r 'lîrOlie stnc aaplield uthe indeîaondtonco of E;yp:, shte dia ut A .lely by ni.ans

uf feniinio .'artiacea, ilit, is, lîy inizigu(-, by copuamry, hy giract-filnasa, by
Iluat veîy wosL'nu:s wlaiih in waoman ia a gr.aco. Sho did nlot kr.>w Jaow toi

rc'ign except l'y beconuilig the niistress finit of Camilsr and thtln of Anthony.
I. %ças Iho itnisnu :wurd that Lpt lier on tisa throno of the L-tgide.i, ancl
%viien îlarough lier own lack of steadftitneqs that ewotIl Nvis blraken, the
shr..ne, aIl n inâtiter tir croursp. crumblcd aivay. 0f ambitions liar oniy
qucîcilly virmue, asa lîao su lîfl1 l->1.nLt, if citeunibanr.0 Liad flou rsiied ber te
Il îsronsinlent positions, a'!io weuld s-impiy have oxercisoal tire psrorogatives of

Ko'a'isg thist aItho I.aai naillur force of ch.sractcr, nor geuiaip, .ar s3trength
If ivili, the rêlhcd fur the accornpligtlinet of lier dinigns oni thle vilT.>xta of

IiiîIr lov#.rp. ard lo'*r#ivif il.-fexieil thota effiirts by 3icidusig iL thse criticai
iii<ta'u.i10 -ii a u la UV.-Y paweîiusg d'ssi:o tu t'k À w lb% i eroit farativu

~îtîita:a;,s1 lier la. vwas msagie ui, of iclqLlasba d alostentIation,
ti!, tlri itîv watt. huilv îhetu aise saw hor laver killkî!, hie beauty -iaarcd,

flas ia<li. es epi,, a.id lais tl;rc.îsa ch tterIl, <hlait sha r.xliibi,.ed ai tho moment
cf d enîis a ic.ui tge rite lid nover eshuwn before.

Ne,, Cilteuja:a waq DOL a graaat qucaus. Iltt for har intrigue with ânthony
sho wouid have lacera forgotten as zacu as 4Arsin;c or flerenice. li %tic lisdg
obteined iininorial reoawn iL ia only becatiso sho j, l.he horoino, of the mosL
drarnatic lave etory of antiquity.-lcnry IJonscrie, il& Lar Lectur e, Pari,ESTEY, ALLWOOD & CO., 68 Prince Wm. St., St. Johns N.B.


