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ot war for the carriage of tents,”’ /- ¢., than
the loading of these wagons with them,
This wes the decision yeurs ago of compe-
tent artillery officers ; Nevertheleas no sleps
have, it is beli ved, been taken to prepare
in tine of peace the * other means;" and
the makeshift was officially recognized of
lessening the weight by removing tem-
vorarily the projectiles™ from the the wag-
#on boxes. When s<hall we learn to do as
the Germans do in military training, viz.,
the counterpsrt in peuce of all that would
be required in war, ‘even to the practising
ot diserder, and rallying therefrom, in their
cavalry charges. This system of packing
ammunition wagons is the more reprehen-
sible with us teeavse it cannot be adopted
in India, where the greater part of our tield
artillery is located, and it leads here to the
sham practice of turning out for lLspection,
and “umarchnng order purades,” in a fusiion
that cannet Le followed on service. In
Indin, the Commissniiat Department pro.
vides cirtinge for all baggage It would be
destruetion to gunners’ kils to pack them
cithier on the wagons or gun limbers, on a
mareh in Ludia; and the soaner we improve
tue mobility of our field batteries, as well us
horse artillery, by having eeparate smmunj
tionscolumus  and Laggage transport  the
Letter, The snmunition might be disui-
tuted in 1 more suitable form ot cart, builg
solely with a view to its cartige, than in
Wagous with limber, originaily dessigned to
eurty mtich beside the ammanition. It is
evident that ¢ix Lorses in thiee such carts
could trnusport wuel  more ammunition
than o tein of six in the present cumbere
sewe wegons, These earts could carry
boxes siniilur to those now ig use, 5o that
exhausted limbers might be at ones re
plevished Ly wn exchange of their ammuni
tion boxes when empty.
fent Pocket book for I
ittention to the want in our army of lighter
transport earriages, 1t 8ays ““our artillery
wagons and cquipment are the heaviest in
any army.” Some of ouy transport carriiges
lisve a draft weight when packed of 46ewt.,
and yet ouly four Lorses nre allotted them,
Others, with more thun 30cwt,, are drawn
by two horses. In the Red River Expedi
tion, it seems two-horsed wagons, with a
weight of Z0ewt., were found {o work well
over “ every bad road.”

With such experience
derstand why we contin
light field guns, We keep up the same
number as were formerly used with the 24
pounder huwitzors and smooth-bore 7 poun-*
der guns, in which the weights beling them
were respectively 43 and 4lewt.  Attention
hus been for muny years so concentrated
npon the mechanical fumprovement of the
gun, that its tactical Landling Las been
comparatively neglected, and yet as much
depends on this, as on the excellence of the
gun itself.  Perfection in the weapon won'(
atone for tardy and cowplicated mevement
in battle. The French Chassepot was a
better weapon than the German needle'gun
i I670, and the Austrian field gun was
superior to the Prussian in 1866, but in the
bandling of the weapons, and in the mobi~
lity of their field artillery, t(he P’russians
were superior o their enemy in both eam:
poigus. I future it will bo of more impor:
tanea than eyer fo field bLatterjos to be
Crpable nf wapid depioyment in action,
Short wnd Landy teams, with no more men
or Liores or ammunition thun are indispen-
subie, pushed Lo the frout, and a lhoro\:gh
£ood system of fceding them, and fupplying
ammunition from reserves kept at compara-
tively sife distance, will give great advan-
tage in future over artillery iunferior in this
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‘are at all evenly matched ip mechanic
“tues. Itis evident that to be properl
jcient light field batteries must be a
tmove rapidly for

y eflit

short distances of a mile
for two, and it wil! be indipensable that all
‘the men required to work the gun should
{be carried with it into action. Spare am-
‘munition columns must be kept distinct
from, and yet in constant communpication
with, their guns, and no organization that
ignores this can be efficient.

Those who have studied the deve
|of field artillery believe that
jits employment in actiou will in future very
‘seldom be capable of repair,”” It was noted
Uately in the Times that a  distinguished
tartillerist  had remarked, ¢ I rtillerie
‘anglase, il y a peu de temps, Gtait ala (ite
ldes artillerics de I'kurope’; dans quelque

unnées elle sera it la queue’  This wag
‘said with reference to the mechanism of our
' guns, but we have 1-robably little to fear on
| this account ; it is in tactical handling that
iWwe are behindhaud. No foreign Power can
iapproach us in perfection of our parade
[turn-out of batteries ; Lut these who look
I below the surface, and see efliciency in noth-
fing thatis not suita Lle on scivice, kuow our
tield battery organizition is sadly wanting
(still, while judging fiom the new field ex-
vercise book Tor both the horse artillery and
light field batteries, it cun only be said we
‘have improved u little on the old one,
"I'here are now only 143 manwuvres or for-
| mations for praclice instead of 1991 The
jold spirit still infects our system, whercas,
i to meet the entirely new requirements of
Lartillery tactics, Hamlet's adyice to the
‘pluyers, ©Oh, reform it nltogether,”” should
i be the motto for those wio would improve
cour artillery field training,
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The Indian Massaere.

DETALLS OF THE ROUT oOF CUSTER'S EXPEDITION,

Chicago, July 7,—A gpecial 1o the Zines
from Bioxmorole reonunte tha late ancnnnter
with Indians. On the morring of the 25th
(an Indian village 20 miles above the mouth
of the Little llorn was reported three miles
long and half a mile wide, and filteen miles
anay. Custer pushed hLis command rapidly
through.  They had made a march of 7%
imiles in 24 hours preceding the battie.
[When near the village it was discovered
jtbat the Indians were moving on in lot
ibaste, as if retreating, Reno with seveq
[compnnies of the Seventh Cavalry was
jordered to the left to attick the viliage at
its head, while Custer with five compunies
went 1o the right and commenced a vigorous
itighting, during which he lost iieuts.
Hodgson and Meclntosh, and Dr. Dewolf,
rand twelve men, with several Indian scoutg
'killed and many wounded, he cut his way
| through to the river, and gained a bluff 300
, feet in height, where Le entrenched, and
| was so0n joined by Col. Benton with four
jcompanies. In the meantime the Iondians
fresumed the attack ‘making repeated and
| Cesperate charges which w
|8reat slaughter to the Indians.
ied bigher ground than Reno occupied and
ias their arwms were longer in range and bet~
ter then the cavalry's (hoy kept up a fire
luntil nightfar, During the night Keny
[strengthened bhis position and was prepared

They gain-

[ for another aitack, whieh was made at day.
ilight. The day wore on, Reno had lost in

[killed and wonnded large portion of his
jcommand, forty odd baving heen . killed
before the Bluff was reaghed, many of them
in hand to hand conflict with the Indians,
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who outnumbered
men had been
i hours. The g

hem ten to one, and Lig
without water for thirty-six
uffering  was heartrending.
[affairs” they determined to
reach the water at al) hazards, and Col.
* Benton made a rally with his company and
! routed the main body of the Indians who
{ were guarding the approach to the river.
' Tbe Indian sharpshooters were nearly op-
, bosite the mouth of (he ravine through which
~the brave boys approached the river, but
"the attempt was made, and though one maq
was lalled and seven wounded, the water
was gained and the command relieved,
fighting ceased for the night
Reno further prepared for atiacks. There
bad been forty-eight hours' fighting, with
uo word from Custer, l‘wenty four hours
more of fighting and suspense ended when
the [ndians abandoned their village in great
kirste and confusion. Reno knew then that
succor was nearat hand. Gen. Terry, with
Gibhon commanding his own infantry, had
arrived. Soon an officer came rushing into
¢amp and reiated that he had found Cus-
ter dead, stripped naked, but not mutilat.
ed, and ne:cr Lim his two brothers, Col.
Tom and Boston Custer, Lisibrotherin-law
Col. Calboun, aud Lig nephew Col. Yater,
Col Keough, Capt. Smith, Lieut,-Col Cuth-
endon, Lieut, Thurgess, Col, Cooke; Lieut.
Uarrington, Dr, Lord Mackellogg, the Bis-
narck Iribune correspondent, and 180 men
and scouts.  Only one Crow scout remain
ed to tell the tale, A]] were dead. Custer
was surrounded on every side by Indians,
and the hewes fell ag they fought on the
skirmish line orin line of battle. Custer
Was among the last who fell, but when his
cheering voice was no longer heard, the
Indians made easy work of the remainder.
The bodies of all save the newspaper cortes.
rondent, were stripped, and most of them
were horribly mutilated, Custer was not
wutilated ; he was shot through the body
and throagh the head Col. Smith ar-
rived at Bismarck on Wednesday night with
35 of the wounded. The Indians lost
heavily in the battle. The village numbered
1,800 lodges, and it 18 thought there were
4,000 warriors. Gen. Custer, was directed
by Gen. Terry to find and feel of the In-
dians, but not to fight unless Terry arrived
with Infantry, and with Gibbons’ column,
The casualities foot up 261 killed and 52
wounded,
** Despatches

from his camp mo
2nd, conlirm new

from Gen. Terry, dated
uth of the Big Horn, July
spaper reports of the fight
on the 25th of June on the Little Big Horn,
and of Custer's death- Terry has fallen
back to his present camp. I have sent full
despatches to the Lieutenant Geueral, who
will probably communicate them, | have
ot yet received Gen, Terry’s repory ot the .
action or list of casualities.” The Seorstary
of war and Gew. Sherman are both absent

ere repulsed with |-

from Wasbhington, attending the colebration
by the Army of the Cumberland, in Phila*
delphia. The presumption .is that there
will be an immediate_ conference upon the
subject of the Indian war, now fully inaugu-
rated, : -
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Canadian Press Association.

The Oanadian Press Association mem*
hora were fendored g reception, on Thurs-
day, by the New York Press Club. Appro-
priste addresses were made. In the after.
noon the City Hotel, the Post Office and
other buildings were visited. In the even-

ivg Gilmour's Garden was visited by invigas
tion, S '



