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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
INLRCDUCTION TO FIRST ot ARTER

QOur lcasona for the first quarier o1 this new year cover the first
two years of tho public mimstry of Jeaus. DBeginning with His
baptism near Bethabara, in the Jordan, we follow nlong with Him
through tho forty days’ tempation n the wilderness of Judea.
whero Ho was tempted in all points yet without sin,  We includo
a part of that wonderful Sermon on the Mount in this quarter’s
study, which may serve us an inkpuration for the whole year. The
tenderncas with which he instructed His disciples is beautiful to
coutemplute. s chowe of men for the ministry, and the prepara.
tion which Ho gave them for their work, reveals his genuine
intercst in their future.  His words of warning, followed by the
moat pathetic invitation to find rest in Him, are more precious to
us than many nuggets of gold  ‘L'ho parables which He pat forth
aro so practical and clear. He spired no piins to make truth
plain to all who desired to learn about the Kingdom of Heaven.
Hie carc and oversight in small matiers make hun to us a comlort-
ing Fricnd.  Though censured and criticised by the Pharisces and
Seribey, hie was blamelesr in all.  None who ventured to teach Him
could at all show that they practiced what thoy preached. Nono
was so carcful to observe the law as he. He only lived out its
requirements. I8y Hhis own spirit and words He taught the peoplo
how to kerp the luw 1n its trucst sense. It was ncceasary to preach
unto the strivtest acct ‘he way of repentance. When His fame
spread abroad, and persceution became more heated sgainst Him,
word came that John the Baptiet was beheaded. Leas than one
year more and He, too, should suffer death at tho hands of His
enemics. But wo do not find that He wavercd from His firm
purpose to accomplish the plan of redemption. With His life up-
held beforo us, weo should make this quarter a timo of spiritual
advanccmient.  With him as & Friend to whom wo may take all our
carcs, a Swiour to help in overy timo of nced, we may not be guilt-
less if we live bencath our privileges.

Lussox L—=Jrkses AND Jous, --Jax, 2
{Malt. iiz: 7 17.)

Gorpex Texr—** This i My beloved Son, in Whom I am well
pleased. ’—Matt. iii, 17.

T axp Prack.—AD. 268ad 27.  Bethabara, in tho Jordan
Valley, near Jericho.

IsTionvcerion—John tho Baptist began his ministry in the
summer of A, ). 25. Tho baptism of J¢sus wasin January, A. D,
27, John's circuis extended along the western coast of the Dead
Sea, reaching along the Jordan Valley as far costh as Jericho. The
baptism of Joesus was doabtless at the forda of the Jordan called
Bethabara, probably at the placo where the lsrcalites first crossed
the Jordan into the Promis*d Land. Coming from Nazsreth in
Galilee to Jhun's baptiem, Jesns ) urnoyed about cighty miles.

VErRsE ny VErsi--7. ** When he ssw.”'—This was John the
Bapiist. He was presching in tho wildernees, at tho forde of
Bathabara, on tho J rdan, calling poople to repent and te ready
to receive the Messiah. ** Muny cf the P'harisces and Ssddacees.
~The Pharisecs wero the atrictest Jews: tho Sadducees did not
believe ina fatare life. *“Gomeo to hia baptiem.’~-Those who
confessed their sins and promised 0 lead better lives wero bap-
tizad by John. ¢ O goneration of vipera.”— Thongh they professed
to be holy, John knew how bad thoy really were. ** To flee from
the wrath to ccme.” - Their coming to be baptized meant this,

8. * Froits mott for."--Show by a new, good life that you have
troly repented,

9. ** Wo Lave Abraham to oar lather.” —Metely being deecend-
ants of Abrahain would not aavoe them, Jobm eaid. * O! thele
stones.”’~D'uinting to tho st-nce as his feod. God ¢ould from thess
mako de:cendants of Abraham.

10. **The axo is 1aid nunto the root.”’ —~Ready to cut them down
bot for God’s patienco and forbearance. ** Thersforo every tree.”
--He waitod to 8eo if it would bear fruit. If not, it must bs cut
fown.

11. * With water.” —John gave only outward baptism. \Water
cannot cleanse tho heart.  *“Ho that cometh after me."—Josae,
the Alessiah, who was aboat to apprar. * Whoso shoes.”—Tho
lowest sezvant of a king was the ono who carried bis master's
shocs. John e3id ho was not worthy even to do this least and
hombloss service for his coming King. ** Wiih the Holy Ghost.”
~—Iortead of water, .Jesos would ecnd the Holy Sputit 1ato men's
kearts and change them,

12, *\Whosa fan.” - A fan was u1od to nmeparato chafl from
wheat in threshing.  * Thoroughly parge hiv floor.™  Driving out
all but the pure whowt,  ** Hin wheaV."—The good. * The chafl.”
- Tne uaworthy. **With nnqjarnchab'e Gre.—Tho chaff was
burned after the threvhicg was over.

13, *“ Thon comoth Jesus.” Among tho reat who came to be
baptized by John. Probably Jesns and Jobn had never bsfore
mot.

14. ** John forbade himn.” - 1le tried to provent Jceus, for ho
felt unworthy to baptizs Him.

15, * Suffer it to bo w0 now."'—Jesue, though withous sin, took
the place of sinfal men and bare tho world’e ein, theroforo He must
do all that was required of sinfal men,

16. *¢ Jesue, when He was baptizod.”—Luke rnys 1o wae pray
ing ne o was being baptizad.  **‘I'ho heaven's were apened.” —As
# gatoway openirg into heaven’s glory. ¢ o saw the Spirit,”—
Jotn aleo saw the dove, the symbol of the Holy Spirit. See John
[ NN

17, ** A voico.”~"T'he veios of the Father, deolaring to tho world
that Jeaus was His Bon, thn loag-promised Mcssiab,

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DAILY READINGY,

First Day—** Thou thalt call his name Jesue.”"— Matt, j. } 25,

Socond Day—** Jesas was born in Bathlehom.™ — Matt i, 112,

Third Day—** He dwelt in a city called Nuzareth.'= Matt. gi.
1323,

Fourth Day—Jdesus cud John.—Matt, iii 1-17,

Filth Day—"The voico in the Willerncss. "~ [sa. x1. ! 1.

Sixth Day—John’s Testimony to Jesus. - John j. 15 34,

Pravgn Mernisa Torte, Jan, 2.—*How Lo pray.-- Luke xi. 1 13.

PRAYER.

Praver in the soul’s sincero desire
Utter'd or unexpressed ;

The motion of & hidden fire,
‘'hat trembles in the breast.

Prayer in the simplest form of apecch
That infant hips can try,

P'raver the sublin~at strains that reach
Tho Majesty on high,

Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath,
The Christian’s nativo air,

His watcliword at tho gates of death:
He tnters heaven with prayer.

Prayer is tho contrite sinner's voice,
Returning from his ways;

Whilo angels in their songs re joice,
And cry, ** Behold, he praye.”

Pray, looking up, in expectancy : looking down, in humility
looking abroad, in sympathy.

Prayer is tho rustling of the wings of the angels that are on their
way bringing us the boons of heaven. Have you heard prayer in
your heart? You shall aec the angel in your house. \When the
chariots that bring us blessings do rumble, their whecla do sound
with prayer. Wo hear tho prayer in our own spirite, and that
prayer hecomes tho token of tho coming blessings Ivan as tho
cloud for>shadoweth rain, a5 prayer forshadoweth thobleasing : oven
as the green tlade is tho beginning of the harvest, so is prayer the
prophecy of the blessing that is about to come. - Spurgeon.

Keep prayer going; do not neglect your prayer meetings.
Christmas Evans gives us a good idea of prayer. He mays ** Prayer
is tho rope in the helfry : we pull it, and it rirgs the bell up in
heaven *  And, so it is. Mind you keep that bell going. Pull it
well. Como up to prayer meetings. Keep on pulling it.  Though
tho beil is up €o high that you can not hear it ring. depend upon it
it can be heard in tho tower of heaven, and s ringing before the
throno of God, who will give you anawers of peace according to your
faith. May your faith Le lwge and plentsful, and so will yom
anwwer be!

Ieimediately before the battle of I'rafalzar, Nelaon, having secn
that all was as it should be returned to his calin and wrote the
following prayer: * May the great God whom I worship grant to
my country, and for the benefiv of Europs in general, a great and
glorious victory, And may no misconduct in any onot rnish it,
aud may humanity after victory ho the prominent feature in the
British fleet!  For myscl individually, I commit my life to Him
that made m-~, and may His blessing alight on my endeavors for
tho just cause which is entrusted to e to defend. Amen.”

1f thou shiouldst nover sco my faco again pray for my soul
More things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.
Whercfore, let thy voico rise hiko & fountain for mo night and day.
For what are men betler than sheep or goats that nourish a blind
hife within the hra, if koowinz (iod, they 1ift not hands of prayer
both for themaclves and those who call them friend:  For ro the
whole round carth s every way bound by gold chamns sbout the
feet ol Gold. - Fennysen,
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