
TR1E DIVINE FOIIGIVENESS.

they sliould have the rest and refreehînig shade of the evening, uindiatuirbed by the
porplexing onres anid ills of poverty.

Tiio is a story of an ancient king wlio once gave hie subjecte a wise lesox on
thetrotmot <îiote ue ge< and depiendent, of wlîich wu elui (Io welI to talko

lieed. This king hiad caused a belfry tu be ereced iii one o>f the public Squares,
and a large bell to bc suespended thiere. MVien î any onc of his subjects bilt hijn-
self aggrievod or injured by anifier, lie had only to ring this bull and cati
the wise nîcu togetiier, who»e hoe shoul 1 rceive justice at their bande. Now, Sad
to teli it was Be often usged that after a timeo the rope broke, and was lengtlied
by a long pitice of wild grape vinle. Once, iii the early dawvn of the inorninig, the
whole cit.y mis arouse(l 1>3 abrupt and violenît ringiuîg of the bell of justice.
Crowds of people, aitong wlin were the wise mnon and judges, flocked togethier,
aud there, they saw, iii the vain effort to obtain nutrimnent frein the witlbered vine,
wlhat was a once valutable, but îîow worni-out liorse, gilawing eagerly at the fibres.
Each cagor grip of the stairvingrsteed at the withiered, dried-up grape vine, procd
the clan' ing noise whichi had calied the peop)le together. '1'le king pronlounlced
the riiuging perfectly proper and riglit. It wag no false alari, but tlio asiertion of a
riglitful dlaini by3 the uiegleef cd and hialf-starved anmal. Having ffscer-t.iined that
the creature hiad long been a faithful servant bothi in the baitle-field and chase, lie
gave charge te the wise mnm, te soc thiat justice wun done, even to a herse. It
was therefore decreed " that the knii-lit whioii this horse hiad served in his yeutli
aud strcnigth, sheuld feed anid protoot hiin iii Ilus old ago."

Thissentence the king ,tlon cu.nfirn ,ed nielr alieaivy penalty, se that liencefu rth ne
worn-oiit animal in thaât city wua forced to 81001) unssheltered on thef, conmeun, or to
gnaw at withcred grape vines for bis suestenance. Herc is a beautiful lessen with
an important moral. For if this king se long ago cared thuts for a heipless ani-
nmal, mnuicli more doos our Fathoer iii heaven, uîuch more does our Saviour Christ,
care for His anîbassadors. Biseoye socs the sparroiv %vhiou it falls, Hie car hocars
thec ray ons wlien tbicy cry, aud shial ire, Bie favoured cbjîdren, deal les; tenlderly
with those Bis servants. when cenupelled b3' age aud inflrinity te give up1 the
work they se nitncli lov'ed, aud retire into private life.

Lot uis not bc iîuismnîd(l-rsto<,d(. There is no intention of unkinducess or nie,«leet
tewards theso faihor1s i lu rael. Titese ire days of ivoudrous activity, the wvorld
keeols tlie Chîurch su busy thiat sile lias not timie to " sook out the caulse.3«ho knows
not,» <md the suf1ierers sbrink back sensitively freuxi niaking their wVaxts knloWn.
Were there soine bell of juistice, whicbi uiglit be toucbod wieui occission rcquirod,
we are ivoîl assured tiat, ome stroke would sifflice te brin.' the citizenls of Zion
togethoer, aud fxait the decisions of lier irise muen would for evom' place God'S faint-
ing servants abeve the evils of want, or of painiful dependence Thorefore it is
withî inucili pîcasure that we have watechcd tho efforts Loeosftblish a Pastor's Retir-
ing Fuuid, new being nado by Rev. Wnu. Clarkie.

THE DIVINE FORGIVENEý3S.

It is not diflicult tonmake mn»sec that ail muen have sinned, but semehew,
niost mn e xpeet to escape the penîalty that certaiuly attaches te a violation of the
Divine law.

Somewitbut nuchthoglit about it, conceive th. t God is very nerciful, d
wiIl net reauh3' puuîslx anyl)ody, forgetting that wlhat woulcl ilidicate kinduoese
and bo inercy in a private cixaracter, would betray weakness sud injustice in a mnagie-
trate. Ged sustains the chairacter of Moral Guvermier ef the universe. In Hie
private charmter as mir Hecavenly Father He laîves us and sont His Son te die fer
us%. lu Ifis public-rectoral character He imuet deal ont eveuhianded justice te ail.
He lias te de with sin ase a unagistrate, and imuet dlaim satisfaction for the broken
law.


