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IlCambridge Platform " had been in existence there as early as 1648. The
Court party was not favourable to the Synod; stili one of the Court ebaplains,
J ohn llowe, attendcd and partioipated ia the deliberations.

As soon as it became evident that the politicai power of the Thdepen-
dents was overthrown, ail the trimmers and office-seekers who bad been with
themn in the day of their prosperity, deserted the Ilsinking slip," and talked
as loud for Presbytery as they had doue for Independenoy, and wben the
time came, abandoned Presbytery for Episcopacy. Among these were Gen.
Monk snd Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper, both of wbom played a prominent
part after the Restoration.

In the parliainent that recalled Priace Charles, Sir Matthew Hale, Who
had been Chief Justice under Cromwell, ventured to suggest some definite
seulement, but Gen. Monk, who had been in tura Royalist and iRepublicau,
Episcopalian, Independent, and Presbyteriau, silenced hlm. Monk bad pre-
viously attempted to become IProtector himself, but Cooper lad thwarted bis
plan;, and now Monk had been bribed to tlirow lis influence as commander
of the army ia favor of Charles Stuart.

Prince Charles wns a different nman from. bis father. Hie was a kind-hearted
man, but bad no religions seruples. H1e had been educated. an Episcopalian,
and lad afterwards subscribed thc Solema League and Covenant, wben lie
dcsired the support of tlie Scots Presbyterians. On being crowned ia
Scotland in 1651, lie bad taken an oatl to defend Lhe Presbyterian*Churcb,
and kneeling down on bis knces, and holding lis riglit hand towards heaven,
uttered the following words: By the Eternal and Almiglity God, wlo livetli
and reigneth forever, 1 shall observe and keep ail that is contained la this
oath." After thc battie of Worcester, where lis army lad been su terribly
beaten by Oliver Cromwell, lie went te France, endeavored te concoct, con-
spieacies for the murder of Cromwell, wbom lie styled Ila certain mechanie
fellow," and promised the raurderer rewards hoth la this world and the world
to corne. While la France, where lis only hope of getting te the tîrone was
by Frendch assistance, lie lad renounced Protestantism, and became a Roman
Catholie. And now lie was on bis way te England to become liead of tlie
Anglican Church, baving proxnised freedom of conscience and an amnesty
for political. offences, which promises 'were outrageously disregarded.

Charles tIc Second came over from Holland amid great rejoicing, and lis
journey to London was one continued triumph. But on Blacklieath, where
some twcnty or thirty thousand of Cromwell's warriors lad been drawn up by
Monk te weleome their king, there was perfect stillness. Ail Monk's efforts
wereilavain, tîey would make ne sign. Mtacaulay says tînt Charles biniseif,
ns lie passed through them, smiled, bowed, and extended his baud graeiously
to the colonels nud officers, but tleydid nlot appear te take nny notice. Their
countenances were sad and iowering. When thls once formidable Puritan
army was disbanded, the historian says, Royalists were surprlsed to flnd that
no depredations were committed, and that Oliver's soldiers settled dowa into
the most peaceful of citizens.

Thus was Charles the Second rcstored to thc palace of lis father and grand-
father; and on the cvening of lis arrivalinl London, wbule tlanksgpivingsn
ivere being offeired up for the safety of thc Churdi and State, wbile 'curch
belîs rang merry penis, Iland groups of Royalists gatlered round buekets of
Nine la tue streets, and drnk the king's liealth on their knees,'>' the Lall
grandson of' I-enry o? Navarre employed the entliusiasma of the evening Ilte
debaucli a beautiful woman of nineteen, the ivife of one of bis subjects."
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