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TUPPER AND THE TARIFFE.

Sir Charles Tupper’s consistent position in tariff matters is
in strong contrast to the coat of muny colors winch the Laurier
Government wears, Commercial union, free trude, recipracity,
and preferentiil tariffs (open _to the world) are just a fow of
the proclivities exhibited by the gentlemen who at present
compose the Dominion Cubinet, and spend their days and
nights in jomping from one policy to another, The country
waited for the Fielding tariff. Tho Tariff Commission went.
junketing about the country, and heard enough evidence to
convince anyons thnt free trade was an utter and absolute
impossibility for this young country. When they were in
Toronto at one of their sittings one witness asked for free
trade.

“We ought to get him photographed ” was the side remark
of one of the ministers to another. The remark iy trifling,
but it is suflicient. indication of the trend of the evidence they
heard, and the newspaper reports of the proceeding entirely
justify the remark.

Wo have a tariff with wonderful provisions for trusts, and
for preferentinl arrangements. We Lave a Prewier whose
stand against imperial trade federation gnined him the Cobden
Clob medal. He is now in Waslington, discussing our trade
relations with the United States. The business men of this
country have no confidence in the soundness of his doctrines.
The mnjority, whose support in the Ontawa House makes him
Premier, have followed him blindly. They have condemnned
preferential trade with Grent Britain and her -colonies.
Their lender has declared him<elf in favor of the amicable
separation of Canada from the Lupire to become an independ.
ent nation. 13 he lovking toward preferential trade with the
United States, or free trade with the world 1

Oh ! for nen whose trade principles ave ascound as those of
Sir Charles Tupper. There is svund policy and preservation
of the best interests of Canada in his position. We can do
no better, hy way of smnming upthestand he has taken, than
to give the text of his tarilf amendiment :—

That in the opinion of this Huuse the reduction by twenty-
five per cent. of the dutics upon all imports, except wines,
malt liguors, spirits, spirituous liquors, liquid medicines, and
articles containing alcohol, sugar, molasses, and syrups of ali
kinds, the pioduct of the sngar cane or beet rout, tohacen,
cigars and cigarottes, in favor of any country whose tariff is,
or may be made, on the whaie, as low as that of schedule D,
ig calenlated to imperil the inJastrial interests of Canadn, and
i in principle opposed to preferential trade of any kind with
the mother country.

That on several occasions the Government and Parliament,
of Cinada have requested her Majesty to be pleased to take
such steps as might bo necessary to terminate theeffect of the
provisians of all treaties wlich prevent the Parlinmentsof the
Uuited Kingdom, and the self gaverning colonies adopting
such tariff< as may be required for the promotion of trade
within the Empire, but no decisive action has been taken in
this direction.

That the desire for preferential trade with the United
Kinadom ix naw general throughout Canada.

That this House iz of apinion thavthe Government of Canada
should cause her Majesty's Governmgnt 1o be adviced that so
soon as the dificulties in the way ave removed, the Parlinnient
of Canada i« readv tn enter inta a preferential trade arrange
mwent with Great Britain and Ireland.

That this House cannat consent that any arrangement made
by the Gaverament of Canada with any country invelving
gerinag considerations of tarilf and revanue shanld becomo
operative without the sanction and ratification of Parliwmnent.

EXPENSIVE REVENUT CUTTERS,

OF course tho bringing of the Yuntic to Detroit means
nothing whatever. Of course if it hnd heen uny indiention of
anfriendly intentions our canals would have been closed
ngadngt her.  Of course the *old tub” i1 to be used merely
as & teaining ship.  But we have not Leen told that she is
unseaworthy or unable to stand the use of her armament in
actual service. And she is not to be the only armed Amorican
craft on the Great Lakes, .

vhe American Government is to build two vevenue cutters
for the luke service. They aro expected to cost nearly two
hundred thousand dollars eacls.  They are merely protective
vessels of course, ..nd will be used by the custowms serviea
Let us look at the specifications: They are to be all steel |
length over all, 205 feet 6 inches, length between perpe
diculars, 183 feat; beam, molded, 32 feet; depth of hold,
17 feev ; displacement, 927 tons.  They will be single screw
boats with ten foot propellers of manganese bronze and
seventeen knots an hour is the speed they will be required t.
develop.  The engines are to be of the Jutest type and 2,407
horse-power is expected 1o be developed.  They will each be
vigged in addition with two masts of Oregon pine, eighty nine
feet high, and carry six boats and a steamn Jaunch.  OF course
they are mevely for revenue cutters, Lut listen to what the
Marine Record has to say about themw :—

Each vessel will be armed with a six pound rapid fire gun
movuted umidships. In addition to this, they will be pro
vided - ith torpedo tubes projecting through ths steam below
the water line. This is » feature that bas not been seen on
fresh water in the Umted States, and may prove of value in
theevent of war, A\ magacine, provided with mech: nism fur
flouding it in case of danger of explosion, will accupy a
Jarge part. of the interior of each sutter, while the conl
bunkers will be so arranged as to protect the machinery and
magazines if fired upon. There will ulso be an armory on
each boat, fitted out with a full compleinent of small avns,
such as rifley, cutusses and pistols.  The cutters will also Ir
50 constructed that in case of need a battery, which may ba
kept at some convenient port, may be shipped aboard and
prepared for action with little delay, and they have been
designed of a convenient size to pass readily through the
canals by tho Niagara and St. Lawrence falls, so that they
can Lo sent to sea on short notice. In every respect, they
will Lo thorough sea going vessels, and could be transformed
into srmed commerce destroyers of a very formidable type

Torpedo tubes , a magazine , an armory of cutlasses, rilles and
pistols ; a convenient battery ; sea-going vessels ; armed com
merce destroyers.  What does this mean? Wae are to have
these two splendid vessels constructed at Clovelind under
our very noses. The United States Government his already
‘arranged for the work and everything is going ahead. Weould
it not be well for the Canadian Government to take notice of
the building of theso two powerful steamships and their pre
paration for warlike purposes. They are not to be wsed as
comwmercial vessels. They are avowedly built by contract
for the United States Government aud are said to be for
revenue purpnses. Does their description bear out the
declared intention of théir construction ?

In April, 1817, when Richard Rush was Secretary of
State for Canada, and Sir Charles Bagot was His Brittanic
Maijesty’s minister plenipotentiary in Canada, a treaty was
cxecuted in regard to the vessels of war to be maintained by
tha two countries un the Great Lukes, Qn April 28th of that
year President Nonroo signed the proclawation announcing



