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t0 detect the precise cause of this brightness PicTot, October 24, 1860.
which may perhaps p.roceed from a reflecting Aware of the Colonial Commnittee's anxiety
surface produced by the decomposition of mi- regarding the Mission field, 1 shall endeavor
ca slate. to furnish a brief account of that portion of it

When M. Bompland and I returned from assigned to me.
the banks of the Itio Negro, we ventured to From the extent of bounds prescribed for
pass the latter or lower half of the Raudal me, I am almost always on the move from
of Attires with the loaded cane, often leav- place to place. ln company with the Rev.
ing it for the rocky dikes which connect on, Mr. Ilerdman and John McKay, Esq., one of
island withi another. Sonietimnes the waters our elders, 1 spent a month in Cape Breton,
rash over these dikes, and sometimnes they where we found a large nuiber strongly at-
fall with a hollow thundering sound into cavi- tacled to our Church, and who received us
ties, and flowing for a time through subter- gladly. A toontlh's visit was rather insuffici-
ranean channels, leave large pieces of the ent, Int it was ail that could be afforded, to
bed.of the river dry. Here the golden Pipra ascertain the probable number and the social
rupicola makes its nest; it is one of the most circunistances of our adherents there. Enough
beautiful of tropical birds, with a double however, had been discovered during that
moveable crest of feathers, and is as pugna- short visit to have warranted us in making
cious as the East Indian domestic cock. the application which the Presbytery, acting

In the Raudal of Canucari the rocky dike on our report, lias made to the Committee.
or weir consists of piled-up granite spheres. 1 am exceedingly glad to understand that
We crept into the interior of a grotto, the the application has been taken into favorable
damp walls of which were covered with confor- coinsideration; and I pray that one or two
vee and shiling Bysus, and where the river missionaries may be found disposed to sone
rushed deafenin<, to our aid, and cheer the hearLs of our peo-

p'e, whose hopes have, by reason of our visit,
We had accidentally more time than h de bcein revived. I know that some object to

sired for the e ' y or tim t - the planting of Missions in an unproductive
ot na.. enoymet of his rand scelle su n r fMsin na n)outvOf nature. The Indians o ts n see soil, and are of opinion that Cape Breton, be-

Middle of the catarac, lrpofit s n ing in the rear of other colonies in prosperity
canoe round a and general improvenent,should be neglected.
which we were to n ebrrow island, below he objection comes ith a very bad grae

hcd-half d er e waited a" frou auv iii comminion with the Church of
r an nighas undr a heavy tempestuous Scotland', whichî is enphatically the Church

rai'n was cornitîg oI, and we sought of the pour. The truth, however, is, that,
granite. Theltr etween the masses of judging from tl circumittances generally of
c arie w th e u on eys, whichi we h ad the rihabitants of that islanud, the proposecdcarried wiîli us for maOulus in iciker cages, i~io îvn, ou > h.isan~
by their mournful cries att taced crcd es, Mission wotl soon besluitiin
whose size and leader.gre' colour shew Ui For the last four months 1 have befor
their great age. I should lt eu si ewed the most part, assisting at the celebration (of

ccr rec ge . I u s ou l n he r no c if at n the Lord's Supper in various places, and had,
Idians had not assured us that ino cr>codil herefore, an unusual share of labor tu bear;lîîdians~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ bu tîdhoesuedu htn rooie î number-always a large c,)ncotirsC-were ever seen ii the cataracts; and in de > the n e raways a lag cocurc

lpeundence on this assurance we had even ven- the interest, and gratitude of' the people, ar
tured repeatedly to bathie in this part of ti- themselvesg great alleviation (if toih
river. Mfeanwhile our anty le Il A pleasing. feature of congregations here isâ
he forced to a he n xiety est we night the avidity with which they hear the word of

the uiddle ofpass thelo tropical night in G od. It is seldorn or ever niecessary to urge
d e I t d-,, wet trougl and attendance on public worship, as they are ex-

ing waters' increa udering noise of the fall- tremely eager at every opp ortunity to go to
,t last the Ind eas every moment; ntil te house of prayer, an d thueir decorous con-

rom hathe ans reappeared with our canoe. duct there cannot be sur passed. Another
from the low state of the waters. thev had characteristic is their most intinite acquaint-fOued the steps by which they had intended ance with the Scriptures. Though their ad-
he lt themeelves down imaccéssible, and had vantages, from the unblie ministratis of the
hne fre to seek among thelabyrnth of sanctuary, have been few indeed, their knowl-ohannel, for a more practical passage.- edge of holy truth is most varied and correct;

e and though their powers of utterance are, as
may be perceived at prayer meetings, sur-

passingly great, I am not aware that any one
LeTTBR PROM h& Tias ever elevated himself into the lay preach-

E SINCLAIR TO COLONIAL er's office. They have too muuch reverence
The Colo COXMITTEE. for the ministerial office to do so. This fact

olal Committee have received the i a happy proof that lay preaching is the off-
fOlowing letter from the Rev. J. Sinclair, one spring of superficial knowledge and misguided
Of their Gaelic speaking missionaries in No- zeal, and that these qualities cannot be pre-

Sctia 1 dicated of our peuple in this quaiter. Th.-


