IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.
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Pictou, October 24, 1860.

Aware of the Colonial Committee’s anxiety
regarding the Mission field, 1 shall endeavor
to furnish a brief account of that portion of it
assigned to me.

¥rom the extent of bounds prescribed for
me, I am almost always on the move from
place to place. In company with the Rev.
Myr. Herdman and John McKay, Esq., one of -
our elders, I spent a month in Cape Breton,
where we found a large number strongly at-
tached to our Church, and who received us
gladly. A month's visit was rather insuffici-
ent, but it was all that could be afforded, to
ascertain the probable number and the social
circumstances of our adherents there. Enough
however, had been discovered during that
short visit to have warranted us in making
the application which the Preshytery, acting
on our report, has made to the Committee.

I am exceedingly glad to understand that
the application has been taken into favorable
consideration; and I pray that one or two
missionaries may be found disposed to eome
to our aid, and cheer the hearts of our peo-
]'e, whose hopes have, by reason of our visit,
been revived. Iknow that some object to
the planting of Missions in an unproductive
soil, and are of opinion that Cape Breton, be-

!ing in the rear of other colonies in prosperity

and general improvement,should be neglected. ’
The objection eomzs with a very bad graee

“from any in communion with the Church of

Scotland, which is emphatically the Church
of the poor. 'The truth, however, is, that,
judging from the circamstances generally of
the inhabitants of that island, the proposed
Mission would svon be solf-sustaining.

TFor the last four months 1 have been, for
the most part, assisting at the celebration of
the Lord's Supper in various places, and had,
therefore, an unusual share of labor to bear;
but the number—always a large concourse—
the interest, and gratitude of the people, are
themselves & great alleviation of toil.

A pleasing feature of congregations here is
the avidity with which they hear the word of
God. It is seldom or ever necessary to urge
attendance on public worship, as they are ex-
tremely eager at-every op yortuuity to go to
the house of prayer, and their decorous con-
duct there cannot be surpassed. Another
characteristic is their most intimate acquaint-
ance with the Seriptures. Though their ad.
vantages, from the public ministrations of th:
sanctuary, have been few indeed, their knowl-
edge of holy truth is most varied and correct;
and though their powers of utterance are, as
may be perceived at prayer meetings, sur-
passingly great, I am not aware that any one
has ever elevated himself into the lay preach-
er's office.* They have too much reverence
for the ministerial office to do so. This fuct
i3 a happy proof that lay preaching is the off-
spring of superficial knowledge and misguided
zeal, and that these qualities cannot be pre- -
dicated of our people in this guamter, The:




