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as well as the other responsible vigilance committees of the Pacifie
Coast and what are now the Rocky Mountain States before the
Civil War, on the ground of necessity, because the State and
Territorial Governnents had alike abdicated their priiuary duty
to preserve life and enforce public order and security, also their
duty to punish crim..

Bancroft was the confidant of the- leading vigilants and had
the free use of their archives and records.

Bancroft says:
"Sixteen executions in thirty years, datmng back from 1847,

the openîng year of Yerba Buena's aspirations. These, with the
four hangings Jy the Vigilance Committee of 1851,' and four
by that of 1856, comprise the catalogue. Millions of money
have .been paid by the citizens to keep running criminal courts
and police regulations these thirty years, and hundreds of men
were all the time at large whom the law pýonounced guilty of
death, and only sixteen capital punishments! Says the Sacra-
mento Union of the 28th of May of the citizens composing the
Committee of 1856:

" They have calm.ly stood by and seen and heard of some
fourteen hundred murders in San Francisco in six years, and
onlyl three of the murderers hung, under the law, 'and one of
those was a friendless Mexican.

"I have given in this volume many examples of Popular
Tribunals, but the haîf bas not been told. It is safe to say that
thus far in the history of these Pacifie States far more has been
done toward righting wrongs and administermng justice outside
the pale of law than within it.,

" Out of five hundred and thirty-five homicides which occurred
in California during the _year 1855 there were but seven legal
executions and forty-nine informal ones. 0f the latter, ten
occurred in the month of January, not one of which would have
been consummated if left to the machinery of law. So it was in
Nevada ten years .later; to, one hundred and fifty homicides
there were but two légal executions. It was the Augustan age of
murder."

Bancroft q 1uotes the London Times' view that if California's
lax criminal law enforcement was so serious an evil as to, need a


