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THE HOOI)ED NIERGANSER NESTING IN SOUTH-
WESTERN ONTARIO.

While examining the collection of living ducks and geese
in the possession of Mr. Roswell Goldie. at Guelph, in December,
1912. he tuld me that a nearjv*farmer reported to hini in 1908
or 1909 tlîat hie hiad found a wood (luck's nest and promised to
bring the eggs in for liatching.

Mr. Goldie is much interestcd in raising these birds and
lias a scheme for the liberation of sontie of themn in spring so, as
to help to increase the native stock. He was therefore anxiuous
to get these eggs tu raise along mith others laid 1w bis own
fernale wood ducks. The fariner l'rought theni in,in due tinie, but
Mr. Goldie susiiecteci that thev were flot the cggs of wood ducks.
and wlien thev wert hiatdhed thev turned out tu be I-Iooded
Mergansers. Hle worked overtimé in tring to supplv thein
with fish, and wormis in suicient quantities. but faileil to be
able ta keep tlieni alive. although thev ate greedilv.

1 do not know that there is an,% authentic record of this
bird having bred in lower Ontario in recent vears, which makes
this occurrence very interesting. It is of course certain that this.
as well as the larger Mergansers 1red ail over Ontario in former
years. and that thev still nest annuallv in the more reniote parts
of the country. but authientic instances are always important,
and for lower Ontario. are vers- few in number.
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TIIE PRAIRIE DEER .MOUSE AT LONDON.

The Prairie I)eer Mouse, J>1cromrrscu&ý inicks<ancusis. lias
been known for several vears tu be verv Lomflion along t lie shore
of Lake Erie nie-ar Point Pelce. Its range lias lx-en extended
by means of specimens taken near Cliatharn and at the %outh-
east corner of Lake Huron, but it lias not pircviouslv !heen
reported froni the central part of thc Western Peninsula.

On Decemnber 12th. 1 found one of these mire in a tra> in
mv baek yard in London. It had apparently been living for a
sh;ort time at least under a shed where niy wood ducks siielter,
and had doubtless h-een féeding upon the grain for the ducks.

If we accept the prohalbility that this mouse is a recent
introduction to Ontario il will naturailv follow that its further
spread is to l'e expected. There is Iiitie doubt that a slight
search would show its presce along the lake shore much farther
east îlïan Point Pelee. and it might even l'e traced as far as the
Niagara Peninsula. as tfie circunistanees -ill along the lake shore
are favorable for its spread.
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