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AN INTERESTING OBSERVATION ON THE FOOD
HABITS OF THE YELLOW-BELLIED

SAPSÎJCKER <SÇpyropicusç varias>.

While vlSiting Mfr. R. W. Shepherd, Como. Que., on JuIv
2Oth, 1907, the writer nas attractei bh' the large nmnher of
heaves which wcre lvîing on the ground beneath a spedimen of-
the Cottonwood (Popuins delboidea, Mardi) which nas growlng
near the bouse.

The heaves were green anti healthv tooklng fax»» a distance,
anti as there hati been no Stormi ta low theni off we wene puzateti
nt first wo know what hati cansed thein ta fait. On enquarv
w wee infonneti that the dropping of the leaves was causeti
by birds. Tie leaves were examineti anti it was dlscovered
that on every petiote, close to the blatie cf the frai, there was a

l of the species knawn as the Paptar Stein Gali (Panphigns,
rpdicaulis, Fitch). Each cf thest gatta when perfect is the
homeS of a calozay of state-caloreil plant lice, the species being
kaown as the Poplar Stem Gall Lous. These galis but been
openeti anti not an insect nas left insid. On toaking up fite
the tree a Yellow-Belhced Sapsucher (Serpy>pin mrins) nas
op-et busilv cngagedilupickn boe into the gaht anti evidentty
eatn the inaSts wbich wee inside. The plis grew. as describeti
above, on the petiotes of the heaves anti the tearing apart of
thtse by the bird causeti the heaves ta falt. Almost everv test
en the tro nas affecteti by this gail, and we were infonméd by
lir. Shepherd that the ahucot constant falting cf the heaves
ont the grond bad matie this bird a verv undesirabte vîuîtor,
as kt ns practicallv imosib e tp the tawn i o" r. This
note la pubtishcd mia the OTTAWA NATURALISr as at iS betieveti
there have been few records ef this kinti made befare.

W. T. MAcouN.

ASPLEYIUII RuTA-MURAKIiA, L.-This plant was recordeti luTusg OTTiAWA NArUDALI5T, Vol. XX, p. 13 5 fromSouthampton,
Ont., as n to Canada. Tht Rev W. A. Bummn bas since
sbown mne speclunens cotiected _ by hlm at Banff?, Rockv Motta-
tains, la Jnty, 1893. It inust be verv rare there, as kwi places
lu'- Canada have botta se wttl botanizet as Banff, duiin the pant
ten yearc, and no on tise bas reparted ik.

J.M3


