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the night. when thte wind permits, orne can hear an occasionai cati,
and in thte day time I do not suppose titat orne could locate himself
in so remote a spot that he would hear titeir oeils as seldoun as
every itaif minute. and viten one visits a nestung ground the other
axtreme ia reached and it is often impossible to converse witit one's
compafion except by grat exertion.

Thte Ispwich sparrow, vticit vas thte chief attraction o une
on Sable Island, is au insular race of the Savanna sparrow of
eastern Northt America. lu the. struggle for existence for titousands
of years on this bieak little islet, the bird bas beconte coosideabiy
larger and unuci peler titan the continental forun. The iscrease
in lesgth as about 83mm.. or 8 per cent. Thte breedisg grousd
of titis bird vas for nmany years unknov, and not ustil z894 was
thte bird Iuiiy studied and vrittev upon. Previau4 to that tinte it
vas knovn as a migrant front Georgia to Maine asd Nova Soda,
and as a straggler to Nevtoundlacd, but it then disappeared front
segt titougb it was vaisly bunted in thte breeding season on
Prince Edvard and Cape Breton islands and in NeWousdland.
At las a few shrevd guesser surmnised that it must breed on
Sable Island, and Ssnally a skis sent front timer. in sumuner metle
thte unater, but its sumuner itory vas not: known uantil Dr.
Jonathtan Duigitt, ,un., of New York, braved the. incoovsene
of thte passage to thte island. and spent titres happy weeks titere
in May and june, studying tii. sumtuer habits, song, etc., o# titis
interesting species. Sltortly aUer valrds lie publisbed a complet.
and very interesting monograpit of titis sparrow, including also
an account of tite history, dinate and otiter teatures of the. island,
thus giving to tihe would thte details tbat itad so long bees wantisg.

I was far more favored in un> viat titan lu, as the. eason
vas more advanced, and tite weatiter brigitter and *more favorable
and I found that the. iuitervening period of tune itad itee auspi-
cious for thte sparrows, as titey vers wuch more abundant titan
h. represented tteu wo be in t894. I fmusd uany nests, m of
tlum bsing incomplet., but in seven initasces I vas able wo take
set Mf eggs, four containisg 5 e«gs, and tih. reuaiing tit 4,
sitoving a unarked differesce fron tihe Savanna sparrov, vitici
alunoat invariabl aYs 4 eg i Itis localt>'.


