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inexpressible reveience before wint to
them is the viable symbol of God. 1f
i}ou go forth, thercfore, at night from

aku, and apnro:\ch the vlain of winte
sand, you will behold these disuple- of
Zoroaster cither seated in deep med-ta-
tion upon the caith, or how az thur
turbaoed hezds befoiec the moutting
flame. In the background towmes the
west, rise the peaks ot Caucasns, en-
veloped in snow, and clusteted 1ound
with stars; to the cast extends the
Caspian, heaving cently in summer, as
all seas do, derirving, it may Le, their
tremulous uncasiness from the rotatory
maotion of the cmth on its avis.

Listen, and you will icar the aceents
of an uuknown languuie—that which
preceded the dialect of the Zennvesta
=—muttered by some banker or ship-
builder of Bombay, who in his own
home on the Indian Ocean speaks Eng-
lish, ard reads Milton and Shakspeare.,
Bat here in Okesiz, in face of the sacred
firc, be is another bemyg, sitated by
feelings and  seutiments  which have
becn wafied down to him over the
waves of time from far beyond the
Deluge, perkapsfrom the pietAdamate
period, wheun, 83 the Chevalis Bunsen
fcaches, tho countrymen of Gox und
Magog founded and goveined emperes
on thetable-lands of Cential Asis. ‘To
study Gibbon, Durke, and Bacon, to
L2ad our novels, our journals, and our
philosophical specnlations, is found by
the Parsee by o mcans incowpatible
with & $irm and fajthiul acceptance of
tho ancient cre:d of the Medes. You
may tdl him what you pioase about
civilization, about new fuiths, and im-
provemcnts an cthics; after attending
politely 1o vour disenmize, Lis mind
aoes back wiath i bounrd to its bLeliet in
that formative nincivle, heat, calotic,
fire, which in las view crcated the
world, and stdl canstitntes thie soul of
all living things.  Acwording to his
theory, warmih is life, and cold is death.
31e has never in telivable Yanganee
revealed to the profune tie fdeas which
flopt over his mind, wacn having come
w.{‘woru and weary froan alar, e won-
templates the suiging and  britlant
elenent, whicl ¢scapine feom the ciust
of our planct, points vismly to the stars,
with whote cubstance it 35 obviously
identical. Yt these luminous pheuo-
mens are only the caternal mannesta-
tions of Giot tothe Parree, the Jlomental
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sheath, co to speak, in which ho in.
volves his invisible powor and creatise
cnugy. The vulizar pracesses of limo-
burning and cuoking, the fire-worsbip.
per regards as 0 many gross ansappli-
cattons, though prithaps neces:uy, of
the divine clement which prevades and
vivities evervthing, zud flashes upon
bim brdlantly as he reclines or kueels
onthe white soft sand of Okesra. If
you 1emuin rear at hand all night, you
will hetold o phenomenun nowhere
seen but i P2rsia, winch the fireswor-
~hipper considers in the bight of acon-
ficmiation of the truth of lus creed.
About two hours Uctore dayineak, a
mimic ¢awn appears in the cast, where
the watiron raysaive in a vast arch, and
shooting up to the zenith, expand and
hindle the whole siy, roawlciing the
stars pale, and lizhung up the sum-
mits of the mountauns with & glow and
splendor dikie that of the catly morn-
wa. CThis, however, is the talse dawn,
which, utter awakeuing the vmds, and
10bing the carth with hght, agaie jades
away, aud leaves the wisole hemisphers
above, and the face of our globe bLelow,
buricd in darkauss as batose.
Generally, the Mushms e held to bo
a purscenting people—with zood 1eason,
peshaps, in one phase of their chazacter
—vetut times they aie tolerant 0 a
marvel, Thes dispise the Hmdus, they
cqually despise the Parsees: but tiey
haye traditions, more than hindt tabulons,
which attribute to boththo:c sections of
wanhind puwes s, acquired by madic or
otherwise, which are denmied, for good
Tcacons, doubtluss, o the believers in
the Keren, When a Darsee, therefore,
arrives at Bakw, on his  way to the
eternal fires, ail the true betievers in the
cagtansay make place for fum; first
becanse he inspires them with awe;
and next, perhaps, becanse, wase as ke
may be in the wisdom o science, hic is
fruorant of that savisg fasth wnieh be-
Jongs exclusivdle to tnes s cligion, _th
they hane no oigection 1o sel) lata Yooy,
or, in exchange, to take his fine ludian
cold mohurs, or Loglish unuted rupees,
As has been secn, moieover, tiey wilt
1epair with inm to the pizce, ot Hame,
aud couvert his divimiy into a hatchen.
fire, or into the aclive agent ol. a hime-
Yaln, Still, they aic not without a
castain mysterions feeling on the sube
ject of the intlamniablec gases, and
have inveuted stories, too long and wild




