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A CURIous TAx UPON EMPLOYERS. -E very domestie servant

in Giermiany now keeps a liftie book, to which the mistressem'ploying ber must contribute evcry week a five cent stiimp pr'o-vided by the G-overnment for- this special purpose. In case ofsickness, or when age incapacitates a servant, the Governmentredeems the stamps containcd in the book, the contents of whichare reaîly a tax tipon one class to a.ssist in the maintenance of'
another less forturiate class. The scheme is said to be r-rewith favour by the employer as well as by the employed.

SECRECY 0F THE CONFESSIONAL.The question whether apriest is boand to give evidence in Court based on informationobtained under the seal of the confessioi>al, which was answered
lateIy in tbe affirmative by the judicial authoi-ities in a Normantown, bas just been negatived by the Cour de Cassation of Paris.

Apriest who would flot betray secrets learned by iîn in hisecelesiastîcal capacity, wvas fined. Rie appealed, and the Cour deCassation bas reversed the judgment.
LADIES AND PEE.RAEs.Theie have not been many instances

in ecet tmes sys the Illustrated London N eus, of a peeragpaSSing fromi a miother to at son, for l)eeresses in their owii rigbtsare few. It is a durious faet that peerages in the ièudal dayswere generally conferred to pass to lineal descen(lant-ý, whetberfemale or maie; but in recent and more civilized times it biasgrown customarY to confine tbe sdccession to heirs male. Whena titie is inherited through a female beir, it will almost always be
found that the peerage is flot of maoder*n but, on the contrary, of
very old, creation. If there is any object reaîîy gained in keep
ini the femnale Uine; for there are fc.%voftevr ltiesnth

those wbich do not s0 pass,) rareîy survive long. The average

hundred years.
BANKRUPTCY RETURNS.....Failures in the Province of Quebec in1891 numnbered 680 against 491 in the previous year.
THE MONTREAL COURT H-ousic.-The alterations ini this build-ing are advancing rathe* slowly. Fromn a recent statement itappears tbat tbe amnount of the contract was $194,999. Up todate tbere have been paid the following suma :-Oii aceount ofcontract 6100,000; for extras $52,67 codn oteaciteot8& certificates there is now due, on the contract $47,000; and


