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A Curious Tax vpon EmprLoYERs.—Every domestic Sc.wvant
in Germany now keeps a little book, to which the mlstl-e‘ss
employing her must contribute every week a five cent stamp py O;'
vided by the Government for this special purpose. In case o
sickness, or when age incapacitates a servant, the Governm?nt
redeems the stumps contained in the book, the conte.nts of Whlc};
are really a tax npon one class to assist in the maintenance o
another less fortunate class. The scheme is said to be regarded
with favour by the employer as well as by the employed.

SECRECY OF THE ConrEssioNAL.—The question Whethe}' a
priest is bound to give evidence in Court bused on information
obtained under the seal of the confessional, which was answered
Jately in the affirmative by the judicial authorities i.n a Normz‘m
town, has just been negatived by the Cour de Cassation of Paris.
A priest who would not betray secrets learned by him ‘"‘ his
ecclesiastical capacity, was fined. He appealed, and the Cour de
Cassation has reversed the judgment.

LADIES AND PrEraces.—There have not been many instances
in recent times, says the Illustrated London News, of a peerage
Passing from a mother to a son, for peercsses in their own rights
are few. It is a curious fact that peerages in the feudal days

were generally conferred to pass to lineal descendant-, Wl?etlhe’f
female or male; but in recent and more civilized times it has

Erown customary to confine the succession to heirs male. When
a title is inherited through a female heir, it will almost always be
found that the peerage is not of modern but, on the cont{'a".Y’ of
vory old, creation. If there i any object really gainel in keep-
ing up hereditary dignities, pecrages should be given to descend
in the female line; for there are fow of the very old titles in the
Peerage which have not at some time passed in this manner, and
those which do not so pass, rarely survive long. The average
duration of a peerage confined to heirs male is only about one
hundred years.

BanNkruprcY Rerurns —F

ailures in the Province of Quebec in
1891 numbered 689 against

491 in the previous year.

Tee MoxTrEAL CourT House.—The alterations in this buil«?-
ing are advancing rather slowly.  From a recent statement it
appears that the amount of the contract was $194,999. Up t‘;
date there have been paid the following sums:—On acoount o
contract $100,000; for extras $52,677.  According to the archi-
tects’ cortificates there is now due, on the contract $47,000; and



