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the former daye.. But my dear brethren, you have to makze allowance for the
change of the conditions in which we are living noiw. It la, I venture te
think, one of the good peculiaritis'- of thie continent that we have the
fulleat and the moat public record of anything that takes place ; and The1
more eincgular and remarkable anything ie lu its nature, the vider the tub-
licity it acquires. If one of my brethren in this city should announcc ono
of tiiese Sabbaths that the best views that he hzLd to teach hie people ha had
learned in the theatre, and if he should follow Up that statemeut after a fewy
Wek by the further announcement, that hie had ceasad te believe in a per-
sonal God, and coula net preach any more in that atrain to ',he people, 1 tell
you that thesa stataniants would gat more publicity in the next week than the
declarationa of ten thousand mon, who have been proclaiming the unsearch-
able riches of Christ as you are vwont îo hear tham proclaimed; and yoit
must net infer, brethren, becausa yeu are witnessea cf a multitude of thirngs
said and printed-discuBsing and canvassing what you are not accustomed te
hear discussed, and canva8sed-you mnust net auppose that the evidence haS
beau touchad iu any degree, for the very contraty is the casa. Turu in what
direction yen wiil, take the studieus man that are engaged in Egyptology,
take the large cimes of men that are looking iutoeathnology. 1 do net need. to
naine the liat of sciences iu which able men are ongaged, sometimes inten-
tionally, l'and net unfrequently unintantionally, contributing thair several
quotas te the increase and extension of that volume of evidence by whieh
thia is commeuded. te us as a trua book, and a book given us by the inspira-
tien of God. 1 stand here te aay in the presance of mi3 brethren, witlicut
hesitation or ecrupla, that thara nover waRe a time in the wvorld'e hi.tory Nvhan
there was euch a mass of schoiarship, sucli a mass of science, such a mass cf
theught, such a mass of ovidence, te say nothing of the mass of waalth and
cf intellect, ranged upen the aide of Chriatian truth, as .in the days iu which
'wo have the happinees te live. The volume of evidence la net nioreiy un-
teuchod ; it ie increasing and extending as the years advance. IlOh '> sema
oe eays, '1I can understaud certain evidauce about which the miniaters used
te speak te me-the evid ence which came from the working cf miracles-and
1 siomatimes think if 1 had beau upon the earth whcu our blessed. Lord wa'
here, and if 1 had sean Him do the things that are recorded in the Gospels,
I should nover ba troubled with doubts or fears'" But will yen refleot my
brethren, that there were xnany men and women who did witness thesa mira-
cles and who didanet baliave '1 And vin yen refiect ou the other han& that
you have compensation for your being removed lu point cf time from beingwçituesst;s of miracles sucli as those, ini another direction. There ie the
volume cf prcphecy being fulfilled, 1chat; is being unfelded before ycu, and cf
'which you would net have had the advantage, if you hadl lived lu the days oi
our blessed Lord. Take the Jewish people alone. During the last two years
attention ha% beau called aigain and again te the sufferings inflicted upon
them, te the despotic treatinant cf whlch they have beau the victime, toe h
hards-nips that they hava tndured at the haude cf Garmany iii tha firat in-
stance, and hlter of Russia. What are ail thesa things but tae fulfilment of
prophetic words utterod, many nenturies ago--uttercd whaun the Jewish nation
was strong and stable-uttered. whau thoea nations were unknowu? The ut-
terance doas net justify the wrong Chat the nations hava beau doing, but that
thesa words wera spoken, and that they stand as specimens cf a whoie groupI
cf predictione being fulfilled as the agea aavance-this fact yen and 1 niay
tak-a as blessed compensation te us for miesing that other clasa cf convincing
evidence exhibited in the miraculous worke doue by our blessed Lord and
Savieur. We say, thon, that instead cf our having less reason now te be
ateadfast than in the days that are past, thora neyer was se much:reaaou as Ma
the age lu which wa live for believing. You know how readily oua niay cay,
" There are niany thinga procaeding round about me nowv-call thera if you
wil by the general namne cf worldliness-with which I was net fainiliar in f
earlier Christian daya> anadwhich seeam te indlicata clearly te mas that Christian~


