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A RELIGIOUS AWAKENING AT

BY REV. DONALD, TAIT, B.A.

% Kdowing that maoy of” your readers will
5 be pleased to hear of what is uvidently a
1" genuioe work of grace in one of our mission
i fields, 1 send you a very brief account of the
8 work.

: Valcartier is a small viilage about 17
E miles north of the city of Quebec. This has

’ :,i; been one of the mission fields of the Presby-

B tery of Quebec for many years, and good
faithful work bas been done init by such
mep as the Rev. J. M. Whitelaw, B.D.,
sow of Kionear’'s Mills, Mr. W, E. Ashe,
These brethren had the privi-
B lege of sowing the seed, but it was not given
il 1o them, in any large measure, to see the
B fruit of their labors, but these labors were
ot in vain as is now manifest.

K About the begioning of last November
B be Rev. C. E. Dobbs, formerly a minister
Bl of the Reformed Episcopal Church, who

3: bais made application to be received intothe

B Presbyterian Church, was asked to supply
R s difficult field for a short time. Mr.
% Dobbs had already been engaged in mission
work withia the bounds of the Kingston
& Dresbytery. He preached for several Sab-

S babs with so much acceptance to the peo-

& ple that they expressed a very strong desire
K 10 bave him continue to labor among them.
Mr. Dobbs has continued ever sinceto
labor very earnestly and acceptably in Val-
cartier and Stoneham, and the Lord bas
manifestly bessed the work of His servaunt.
Heis ably assisted in bis work by his wife—
alady of ability and great earnestoess. By
B the blessing of God upon their labors there
f basbeen a great religious awakeniog among
E thepeople, and 3 very large number have
E puofessed to bave received great spiritual
B beoefit, and indeed this is very evideot to
B a0y one who koew these people six or eight
® wonths ago and sees them now. Hitherta,
¥ although, as bas been said, much very faith-
B¢ il work has been done, the people generally
R were indifferent to divine things. But now
g it may be said with much truth that the
K wilderness has becomea fruitful feld. In
3 addition to the ordinary services on the
R Sabbath two week night services are held
E regolarly, and all these meetings are largely
R attended by deeply interested people. God's
B children have been greatly blessed, and
& many who had been worldly and careless in
¥ their lives have been brought to deep con-
B cern about the things which belong to their
etemal well-being.. From 150 to 200 profess
10 have received blessing.
| Ithas been my privilege to attend sev-
g eral of these services and I have felt it good
R0 bz there, and to hear young and old tell,
fin pliin but earnest words, of the great
B ihinzs which God has done for their souls.
B Many, I feel sure, will rejoice with Mr.
aod Mrs. Dobbs that the Head of the
Church is blessing their work, and will nray
xbatHe may continue to bless them and it
oore and more, and to bless those who have
Receatly given themselves to the Saviour,
jibat they may be kept from falling and in
Pioetime be presented faultless beiore the
mPrestace of His glory with exceeding joy.
Agood many Christian workers fram the
Wity of Quebec have visited this field lately,
ud bave been delighted and greatly eo-
foaraged by all that they bave scen of the
lord's wouk in Valcartier.
While we thank God for what He is
{oing iv this place let us as ministers and
eople labor and pray that similar seasons
‘WEfblessing may be enjoyed in many of the
gRoogtegations and mission fields of our
gCharch,

Quebec, July 15, 1895.
IS IT FAIR?

Mg, EpiTor,—In the discussion inthe
B2 General Assembly about vacant con-
Ritzations one matter was not touched up-
g thatis of some important and which my-
and others would like to see dealt with,
J er to the manipulating of & flairs, by men
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of powerful influence in the counsels of the
Church, i the interest o} certain candidates.
Towhat extent is it legitimate, to dothis?
Is It just for anyone who draws his salary
trom the general funds of the Church, and to
whom has been confided no small authority,
to use the prestige and influence his position
confers op him with vacant congregations
in the interests of a personal friend or
favarite student? A disussion on this
question, which is raised by existing facts,

will be useful.
NEUTRALITY,
July 13th, 1895.

EL.DER.S AS MODERATORS.

MR. EpiTOR,~—With your permission 1
would like to ask Rev. Dr. McMulten a few
questions in reference to the position taken
by him on the * Etder Moderatorship ”
question in his article published in your issue
of the 1oth inst,

He opens with the very gracious admis-
sion that there are **many elders in the Pres-
byterian Church, who so far as personal
fitness is concerned could preside over any
Church Court with dignity and efficiency,
exceeding that of many ministers,” and then
proceeds to contend that in accordance with
what he terms * Church order " such inferior
ministers should nevertheless preside 1o
preference, No facts or scripture are ad-
duced in support of the contention, nor is
any explapation given as to where this
¢ Church order” is to be found or what is
meaut by it ; but the implication through-
out appareotly is that ministerial authoruy
is a matter of Divine right.

His first proposition asks: *‘Suppose
a congregation without a pastor, the
General Assembly having ordained that
an clder may preside as Moderator, the
local Church with its Session of elders
has complete autonomy for the mana-
gement of its affairs temporal and spiri-
tual without minister or ministry! Is
that according to Christ’s ordinance.”™

Well what of it? Why did not the Doctor
answer his own question? Is there any or-
dipance to the contrary? If there is any
Scripture authority for depriving any nation,
or congregation, or people of their autonomy,
by all means let us have it. Thereis an
impression abroad in the Church that the
theory of the Divine right of ministers, like
that of kings, to rule, savors more of Popery
than of Presbyterianism, and that the prac-
tice of it as presently pursued in our courts
is not altogether a success. Many, there-
fore, would be interested if the Doctor would
furnish us with a more explicit enuaciation
of principle and a clearer statement of data.

We ate often given the Scripture for the
bishop's duties ; lethim now point out to us
the duties of the man who rules the bishop !
Let him cxplain how he reconciles the claim
of a proprietory right to rule, with the
Divine probibition of oversight * by cons-
traint.”

How can there be * double honor ” in the
incumbency of an office thus self-appropri-
ated?

The Doctor fears that disintegration will
follow any weakeniog of ministerial author-
ity. Let bim give us the data for kis appre-
hensions ! Such bhas not been the experi-
ence of clvil Governments, which have gain-
edin strength and stabihity according as the
autonomy of the people has increased. Is
it not the case rather, that Presbyteriamism
has prospered and is strong tothe extent to
which it has repudiated iordship over Gods
heritage, and that it is bampered and weak
to the extent to which it still fosters 1t?2 Is
is not possible that this relic of sacerdotalism |
so foreign to our coastitution, is not agree-
ing with us, and is the cause of the weak
Preshyterial control, of whick the Dactor
complaios ?

1f temporal courts and Governments,
Municipal, Provincia), and Federal, bave co-
operated and thriven under systems of
¢ complete autonomy " and given exceptional
impetus to civilization, why may not spirit-
ual courts do the same, with a similar effect

b Y

upon Christianity? The writer is one of
those who believe that they would,

If there is anything heretical about these
suggestinns or opidions the Rev, Dactor will
confer a favour by thoroughly exposing it.
Iu any event nothing but good cam result
from the discussion of them. ELDER.

16th Tuly, 1305.
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SALARIES OF HOME MISSION-
ARIES.

——

MR. EDITOR,~It frequently occurs in
municipal affairs that the men engaged to
do the heavy, menial and sanitary work of
the corporation, a work on which the health
and life of many in the community often
largely depend, are pressed from necessity
to accept wages bordering on starvation, aad
when any reduction is proposed, these very
men are the first to suffer, while the heads of
the corporation continue In the enjoyment
of high salaries, giving only a few hours
of work per deim.

Religious societies and even Christian
churches are often influenced by the same
selfish policy. At the meeting of the General
Assembly of the great Presbyterian Church,
tecently held in the Cny of London, a
motion was introduced by the Home Mission
Comumittee, viz.: that the salaries of ordain-
ed missionaries be reduced to $550, iostead
of $750, as before. After considerable dis-
cussion, a compromise was reached and 3650
was fixed on. In view of the labour and
difficulty of access to maany siations, the
social and wmoral obstacles to be endured
and overcome and the great amount of work
on hand, we humbly think the Assembly has
taken a step backward, and trast it will soon
be remedied.

To select the ministers for reduction in
salary who are engaged in the pioneer work
of the Church, and who are io receipt of too
small salanies already, is unworthy of the
great Presbyterian Church in Canada.
Wherever the missionary goes remarkable
changes are visible, even on the outward
face of society. A commercial traveller
and missionary travelling together some
nine years ago arrived at Kamlaops oo the
Sabbath, found the ¢ bar ”” open and crowds
of young men drinking and making a noise
as on other days. Presently three young
women of easy virtue came in and went up
tothe “bar" and called the “ boys " to have
a drink. Visitiog the same place a year
afterward the ‘*bar” was found closed on
the Sabbath, and the whole locality had
assumed an air of civilized life. Indeed
wherever the missionary is lccated for any
length of time the power and influence of the
gospel is {elt and appreciated. To select,
therefore, the bardest worked men and the
poorest paid for a further reduction is a most
extraordinary procedure and unworthy of
those who direct and control the destinies
of so many varied interests in conjunction
with the work of the Church.

But the saddest spectacle of tne wholeis
that the very men who were so aaxious to
conserve the funds of the Church, and who
took part in the discussion for reduction, are
in receipt of salaries varying from two to five
thousand apnually. It would have been a
genercus and Christian act, and opne which
would meet with universal approbation, and
in some measure have a tendency to break
down a prevailing opinion inside and outside
the Church, that ministers are as time-serv-
ing and mercenary as other people.

Had they suggested and agreed there
and then to pay over five or ten per cent
of their own salaries to the Home Mission
Committee, so that these hard-toiling mis-
sionaries in the North-West might be made
comfortable to thelr homes, and happy in
their surroundings, it would prove more
fully that they were ready ““to bear one
another’s burdens and so fulfl the law of
Christ.’ A.J. G H.

London, Ont.

Prosperity makes more fools than ad-
versity does.

477

Christian lEnbeavg_r.

OUR PROMISED LAND AND HOW
7Q REACH IT.

RRV. W. S, MCTAVISH, H.D., ST. GRORGE.

Aug. 4. ~Rev xxi. 127, 22°27.

In discussing a subject it isnot advisable,
generally, to preseat all the negative consi-
derations first, and the positive ones after-
wards. But in Cealing with this subject we
shall treat it in this way, The factis that
heaven will be glorious not only because of
things which will be there, but because of
things which will not be.

(1). There shall be no nightin bheaven

Here we are often glad when night comes

that we may be refreshed in body and mind
by sleep—** Tired nature’s sweet restorer.”
But “ no night shali be in heaven.” We shall
not require it there, for there shall be no
worn out hands and feet, no weary limbs,
o jaded mental faculties. ¢ There shall be
po night thera” (Rev. xxi. 25).

(2). There shall be no pain there, Maay
a weary, restless sufferer knows what it is
to be rached with pain here. Scores of
patients in the hospitals know what it is to
long through the night for the dawning of
the morning, and to look during the lone-
soine afternoon for the approach of the
shades of elning. Few people there are,
who have not experienced the twinges of
pain. How comforting to know that in
heaven there is to be no more pain nor
suffering! The inhabitant there shall never
say, ** I am sick” (Rev. xxi. 4).

(3). There shall be no sin there. Weall
koow what it isto have our pleasures mar-
red bysin. When we would do good, evil
is present with us. Our ears are often
shocked by the language, coarse and brut.
ish, of the ungodly. Ounr eyes are often
pained as they contemplate the havoc which
sin has wrought, Our hearts are sometimes
sore as they dwell upon the ruin and deso-
lation manifested where sin has exhaled its
withering breath. Bat sin can never
cross the threshold of the pearly door of
heaven. For this reason, heaven will be
truly delightful (Rev. xxi. 27).

(4) There shall be no sinoers in heaven.
They would not be happy even if they were
permitted to enter. They could not join
with the pure, white-robed throng around
the throne of God singing praises to that
Saviour Who redeemed mau at the price of
Hisown precious blood. Roland Hill, in
bis own brusque way, once said that Ha
sinner would feel as much out of place in
heaven ag a hog in a flower garden.” Where
will sinoers spend eternity? Let the Apo-
calyptic seer answer. (Rev. xxi. 8).

(5). Taere shall be uo sorrow nor death
in heaven. One of the things which makes
this world so sad, is that death so often
comes in, breaking up family circles, taking
away those who are dear and loved, and
blighting cherished plans and purposes.
But how bright, how glorious, how pleasant
heaven will be !

* Jn heaven above, where all is love,

Thete'll be no sorrow there.”

Turning to the positive side of the sub-
ject, we abserve :—

(1) Heaven farnishes an enduring abid-
ing place. When Dr. Mead was growing
old and feeble, a friend made some remark
regarding his condition. But he replied ‘I
am only going home, as every man should
do when his day's work is done ; ard, thaoks
be to God, 1 have a goed home to go to.”
Can we not all say the same? (11 Cor. v. 1 ;
I Peteri. 3, 4).

(2). There will be good society inheaven
(Heb, xil. 22-23).

(3). The purest eujoyment will be fur-
pished there. * In God's presence there is
fuloess of joy ; at His right hand there are

pleasures forever more” (Ps. xvi. 11).
Seeing that heaven s so bright, so beau-
tifol, so glorions, let us point mea to this
bright world, and let us lead the way. Let
us lovingly lead them to Jesus, forno one
can reach heaven bat by Him (Jolin xiv. 96).
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