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GOLDEN GRAIN BIBLE REA DING.

BY RECV. J. R. DICKSON, B.D.

THE CONSCIENCE.
1. An Inherent and Essential Facilty in Marn. Rom. 2 iS.
2. AFacultyofjudgment. Ecci 10.20., Jno. 8.9, Prov. 20.27.
3. May, be Wealc. 1 Cor. 8 7 10-12
4. May be Evil. Heb. 10.22.
5. May be Seared. i Tium. 4 2.
6. MaybeDefiled. Titus 1.15.
7. May be Good. i Tim. 1 5
8. May be Non-accuýiûg. Acts -24.16.
9. May be Spirit Witnessing toit. Rom. 9.1.

Ico. May be Pure. Heb. 9.14., 1 Tim. 3.9
i . May be Perfect. Heb. 9.9., 1 Pet. 3.2 1.
12. Source olJoy, Haiýmony wîîb t. 2 Cor. 1. 12, Heb. 13.18.
13. Preaching Aîms at il. 2 Cor. 4.2., 2. Cor. 5.11.
14. God Served witb il. 2 Tim. 1.3.
1 5. Uniîumined by the Spirit a False Guide. Acîs. 2.3. 1.,

Acts 26.9.

AI& Bighta Be8erved.j

TH'E CHILDREN'S PULPJT.

EDITED BY M. H. C.

THE UNDERGROUND RIVER.
'There is that scattereth and yet incieaseh; sud tbcre is that withhoîdeth mare

than is meet, but it tendeth 10 poverty." Proverbe Xi. 24.
There was, and is stîli, un central Persia a desert province,

where ittle raintfalls,. where t:om will not grow, and where
fruit trees aie very rare. Yet there were people living in that
province, who managed to provide themselves with daily food,
and to be able to send their yearly tribute to the emperor
Chosroes in southern Susa. Some of them kept flocks and
herds, the flocks consisting of long-tailed sheep that faîîened
on the short tim grass which grew in tufts over the desert,
and the herds of camels which grazed on the thomny plants
and dry shrubs wbich dotîed its level surface. Others werc
spinners and weavers, who made use of the sheep's wool and
the camels' hair, turning tbem mbt cloth which they sold to
their more fortmate neighbours. There were fishermen 100
who dwelt on the shorts of a greal lake without visible iniet
os outiet. its waters came underground from the northern
mountains, and made tbeir way southward îbrough a similar
hidden channel. A f ew bunters lay in v% ait for the lions and
other wild animais that roamed over the sands in search of
their prey, and for deer and goats on which tbey feasted.
From lime t0 time, the people drive down tbeir fiocks of sbeep
and herds of camels, the latter carrying bales of woollen and
hair stuifs, rugs, and skins and dried fish, and broughî back
with îbem corn, wine, oiù, and fruit, with other good things
which their desert province dîd not produce. Many came
back 100 with ibeir hearts full of envy ot those wbo lived in a
more favoured country, tbe land of which was a greal fertile
garden watered by streams that fiowed îhrough. scenes of
bcauty down towards the sait waters of the Persian Gulf. Why,
they asked, shouid we be poor and they ricb, seeing we are
ail subjects of tbe same great kingi? Kobad, the keeper of the
emperor's camels was not one of Ibese.

Karun was the governor of Cashan, and 10 him the people
carried their compiaints. They said they did not mind
sending the emperor bis tribute, but would wiilingly send
more if Ibeir province would produce it., Whaî îbey did mmnd
was having t0 send away for corn tlecal, and even for fodder
for the very animais thty reared. Tbey wanted to grow their
own corn and vines and fruit trees, yes and- even mulberry
trees for rearing silk worms, and rose bushes for making es.
sences. They wisbed te have everytbing tbey had need of in
tbeir own land and among themseives. They were îîred of
this everlasting trade in sheep, camels and flsb, and the weary
juoracys bringing the exchange goods back. Karun desired
to please the people, so that there mighl b. no dsturbance in
Cashan. He îhougbt he was wîse, and s0 h. was, but il was
only penny wise. Sending for clever men, be asked tbem
why bis province was so poor and the others so rich. Kobad
was-one-of6those-wbom 0heakedand he ansrerd i halt

called to Susa or Clesiphon by the emperor and made chief
ruler under him, as a reward for the marveleous transforma-
tien. Engineers were sent for, and ordered te inspect the
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lake at ils soutbern end, se as t0 find the subterranean
channel that carried off ils surplus waters. Long days they
soughî in vain, throwing various articles thai would floal mbt
the lake and watcbing the current carry ibem away. When
these articles arrived near the souîhern end tbey were caught
in whirlpoeîs, and suddenly vanished. One day, Kobad was
on the shore, superintending the watering of the ernperor's
camels, when, leaning ever the edge be heard a sound, as of
water swiftly flowing, and, at the saine lime, saw a large fish
appear, as if from nowbere, barely holding ils own againat a
sîrong current, and then îurn aside into an eddy, and ruaI.
The govemnor was superinîending the engineers, wben the
camel guard wenî up te hirn and told bim wbere the under-
ground passage was. Eagerly he came forward le the spot,
and found Kobad's word truc. The camel guard prayed bim
not te stop up the exil, but Karun would net listen to him, se
Kobad marked tb. spot that be mighî know it again. Then
the engineers came and îook the dimensions of the bole, and
prepamed a great hewn atone witb which te fit il exactly. The
atone was lowered down wiîh ropes and chains opposite the
aperture in tbe ground, but, before il was suid forward into ils
place, Kobad dropped bis staff of -office bearing the hound
mark et the emperor, as if by accident, mbt the waber, whicb
in a moment swepî il away. Then the great atone was slid
int the hale and the sound of the muahing torrent ceased.

There was great rejoicing in Cashan, wben ib was known
that the truasure of the waters waa now held in, and wouhd ne
lonîer benefit distant provinces. This 'was increased wben
the lake began to ise and ovemflow ils bordera. Lithle by
litîle il encroached upon the land, driving the fishers eut of
their buta, and compelling the keepers of sheep and camels
te wiîhdraw te dry ground far beyond their old stations. The
beat grass was under water, and even the cameis gazed wmat-
fully te wheme their favourite fqod was haîf submerged benuath
the advancing tide. The animais could not drink now wilh-
ouI webting their fel, and the women bad to wade far tbrough
the marshy aand t0 gel dlean waîer for their housebolds. The
engineera set labourera te work diggmng channels for watering
the ground, but the dry sand beneaîb the surface aucked the
moîsture up and waâ non. the butter. The suni shone down
upon the stagnant pools, and poisonous vapeurs from decay-
ing vugetation and dead sîranded fisb filled tb. air, bringing
sickness and deaîh te rnany a home. The sbeep and camels
weme striken down wiîh a new disease, Iheir feet rotting off
tbern as îhey walked, ail but the carnels tbat Kobad kept for
the emperor, wbicb bu bad rernoved te lb. norîhern end of
the lake. When the wild beasîs came te drink, there was ne
longer cover for the bunîsmen, who dared not aîîack theut in
the open, and the fishermen witb difficulty launched their
boats and dragged thuir nets te shore through miles of
swamp. The people of Cashan were sîarving, and cried
piîifuliy te Karun for belp. 5h11i the waters kupt increasing,
driving back and back mbt stili more desert places the em-
aciaîed creatures who bad t.een leokung for greal prospurity,
luavîng their dweliungs behind îhem, and paiafuiiy'camrying
away what tbey couid of their propurîy aiong with their sick
and their little ones. Such diatresa had neyer been seun
befome in ail the broad empire cf Persia.

Karun sent messengers down te the provinces of the seuth
for belp, but they carne back ernpîy handed. Those who
dwelî in them were as badly off in another way as the people
et Cashan. Their rivera had suddenly dried up, and a great
drougbt prevailed, se that the emperor had had te send te
foreign lands for grain te save bis people item starvatien.
The wholu country was crying te God for mercy. Yet the
lake showed no sigoà of relenîing. The underground rivera
from the nothern huIs continued to pour dewn mbint their
sîrearna of main and melîed snow, until ail Cashan became a
sua with but a hilîle aandy stmip around ils margin. Many cf
the inhabiîanbs fied te other countries, where sorne perished
in the nortbern cold and others were killed or made prisouers
by barbarous tribes. There was alili sorne bîgh land luit
wbere Kobad and a few other wiae men kept themr burds and
rnoumned over the desolation et the province. Once there
was no poor man in il, now ahIl were poor and wmeicbed and

turc was, and ail landmarks bad dîsappearud under the waters,
Day afler day, tb. engineurs search.d, and even tbrough the
long nighîs wben tb. moon shone clear, but aIl te ne avail.
It seemed as if the whole population of the province must b.
driven eut. The emperor's taxing officers came, but tb8re
was noîbing for thern. They rutumned empîy handed te tell
tbe doleful tale. Wben îbey arrived et Susa Chosrees bad
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in bis band tbe staff of a camel's warder, 'bearing bis '0
royal maik upon it. 'It had been fotund in the dry bed Of~
river near the point at which ils waters had once issued fiflO'
the ground. He beld il up before bis courtiers and ~
"The man wbo nwned Ibis staff and can send il back a~

tbrough the same cbannel shah hbave my daugbter 10 wifesO
be second te me only in tbe empire." This be ordered ths'
scribes te write down, and sent posîs ail over tbe 1101t)
country t0 find tbe owner of tbe camel keeper's staff.

Circling round the great lake from tbe west, the mcnc0 .
gers camne at hast te where Kobad kept the emperor's cale1.e
He heard the proclamation, he saw the staff, and went oî 0
to dlaim il as bis. Wben be asked for large boats or barge'
for long iron bars chisel poinîed, and for beavysld
bammers. Tbe camel keepers manned the barges, and Pe
pelled îbem away 10 the old souîhern imit of the lake. M
a long-voyage, tbey came 10 a spot wbere the tops -of t1h
water killeci trees were 10 be seen, tbeir long trunka 80
covered witb the rising waters. These were Kobad's ln
marks, and, searcbing about in tbeir neighborhb""d'
b. discovered the anchor cord be bad let d«>
with a stene aI the boîtom end, and a O~
float on the top. Fastening bis îwo barges 1o08

Ire. tops, he ordered the 'chisel poinîed bars te be tbfO
against the rock wall far below. Il was done, but the b10
were 100 short even 10 touch tb. top of the rock. The 5
wooden bandles were fixed 10 îbem until tbev were long
enough. Carefully, the workers probed lengtbwise and ciller
wise 10 the chisel edge for a crack or flaw in tbe solid 5iO*
Wben cracks were found, the men wiih the bars beld the[Olig
position while others struck the bard wood handles wjth tb#
beavy aledges. At boîh ends of the working barge the O

yielded beneaib ibe blows, and the bars sank down inch bl
inch. A tbird crack waa found aI rigbt angles 10 the etbiV
two and between îhem, and the rock aI that point also yielded'
to the chisel edge and the heavy hammers' îbud. Thun,
Qf a sudden the îhree bars sank dow n out of the camel driVo
banda and tbey nearf y wenî in after them. 'lQuick, quiC14
cried Kobad, " ail cf you gel mbibt is barge and row for Yu
lives away te tbe S outbern Shore 1" The men jnmped i

threw away sledges and tbe bars that remained, cul the
that bound the barge 10 the trees, and rowed for dear in
leaving an aifful whirlpool behind them, wbere the wailed
were being sucked down mbt their old channel. Standing OP
in tbe sterm, Kobad iifted bigh bis arm and flun g bis Can0e

warder's staff bibt te waîer. Then, il was desperate W1
flgbting againat lb. stroag current that flowed on everY -d
towards the opening. At trnes the barge stood atill, bUt,
lengîh, il reached the overflowed land, and, sith ,oiea
as oar, was brought 10 the gradually nearing bank.

Day afler day the waters decreased, and the old fa0îî<s
landmarks came mbt view. Stone bouses that bad Ue'
vived the flood were rébccupied, and old pasture grotO do
revisiîed. The fiabermen gol their nets and b000'
mbt order for the work of other days. TIlDE
was ioy over ahl the north country, and even K<artil'
beart was somewhat comforted. In the south, Chosroes
told that the waters had corne back again, and went forth i

bis chariot te witness this sigbt. A grand sight il waa 10brl
bold the great billows surging soubhward towards the 00'1
Iheir impetus so0 greàt that lhey bad ne lime te spread tbeo'"
selves abroad over tbe river bed, and would not bave 0i
they touched the sait tide and were dammed back by ils niigbî'
ier power. As one proud wave dashed along iî amote against
a boLlder in the channel, and from ils crest was îossed, far
on the bank near the wheel of the ernperor's chariot, the 0
known staff- of the camel warder. There was rejoicici5 o
the aoutb as weli as in the nortb, for the tig0
of droughî was over, and dreama of returning prosPC"ti
visiîed every seul. The greateat officer of state was 0
northward aler the envoya wiih a royal chariot and 06
horsemen and players of music 10 bring back in triumph tbi
hero of the hour. They found Kobad superintending b
camel drivers, and tb. governor Karun among the evl
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witb bowed head is wondering if the minister means tok19
on ail day.

W. are se selfishly anxious that God shahl hear and 81*
our prayers te Him that w. neyer stop te consider wbIhVo
we are hearing and anuwering His prayers te us.-Et/WI1
Wet/ierald.


