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CONCERNING TUE BEST AND CREAI'EST.

13V KNOXONIAN.

Tht other dayithe Finance Minster of the lBritish Empire
told Parlianient that in appuîiiting and paying officiais ht
always actcd an tht principle thit "tht best îs tht cheapest."f
Except ini the mater ai paing carmtes John Bull lias neyer1
been noted for doing things in a cheap way. Tht aid iellowt
has any amaunt oi maney and ht usually pays it out wih a
liberal hand. Ht is toe prcud ta take the services ai any-
body for nothing and iao dignified te haggie about sixpenlny
pieces in national affairs. 0f course it is ensy ta act on tht
prînciple that tht Ilbtst is the cheapest - if yen aiways have
money enough te gel tht besi, but wheîher you have the
money or net it is a gaod îhîng ta remeniber that the principle
is a sound cnt. Tht difficulty ceints te a poor man ,vhen be
tries ta apply the priticiple. A pastar on a minimum salary
wanîs ta buy a new suit in %vhich te attend the Generai As.«
sembly. With tht principle "ltht bet: s tht cheapesi " firaly
ficed in bis mind he visits bis ciathier. Ht secs material for
a geod suit at tbirty dollars. Ht cannet afford te pay mare
than twenty. Tht difficulty ai applyîng tht prîncîpît camnes
in here. A woman wishes ta buy a new carpet te put dawn
when thtetilennium ai bouse cleanig ime is over. She1
secs ont at a dollar and a-ha!i a yzrd that is "just perfectly1
lovehy.1 Tht iamily finances forbid an expenditure ci mare
than ighty or nintty cents a yard. She known very welh that
tht principle "ltht bcst is tht cheapes: " is a sound one, but
tht absence ai twenty or tbirty dollars makes it very difficult
tu work tht principt an tb9t bîgb prîced carpet. But then
tht application of principes has been a difficuit matier ever
since Paul's ime.

In tht early istary ai <is country a good many people
were compclled ta reverse tht mtta ai tht British Financier
and prezeed on the principle that tht cheapest is the besi.
Many cf tht earlysetiers were poor, maney was scarce, imes
were bard, there was huitt farm produce and what litile there
was hrought littît or no cash. Whether the cheapest was or
was flot tht best te nmany ai the men wha hewed tht country
aut ai tht foresi, tht cheapest was the oniy îhing possible.
It was tht cheapest or naihing, and tht cheapest -s some-
times, though flot always, better than na:hing.

But evcn in those early days there were sbrewd, thrity
pianters who prided themselves on neyer buying a mean thing,
and we venture ta say that as a rule thty were tht men wha
gel on. If they bought a herse he was a gced one, if thty
built a housa ik was tht beit heuse in the neighbourhaed.
Their schaol hause and their cburch were always tht bes: af
their hind. Let nobady libel the oid settiers by saying <bey
were ail cheap Johnis. Many ci them were natbing ef tht
kind. Some of tht churches they built, the public halls they
erecttd, tht roads and ther improvements tbey made stand
te tbis day as undoubtd preaf that in proportion te their
antans ansd apportunîties many cf hemr had more energy and
ambition tban their soni. They knew iust as well as their
stsccessers that as a ru12 the hesi is tht cheapest in tht end
and when they could afford it many cf themr applied the
rale.

Long Vears ago we heard of an early setier wbo made a
speech at a township meeting called ta discuss sarte road im-
prevemenis. Tht speech consisted oi ont sentence. " Men,"
said tht orator Illet us gel the cheapest and bet." That
man laid dewn the palicy an which the Province of Ontario,
and probably ail tht Churches in the Province, have been
treating iheir officiais for the last flfty years. Indîvidual busi-
ness mten, cammercial frms, manuiacturing establishments,
Loan companits, Banking houses, business men oi ail kinds
wbentbey empîoy men prnceed on the principle that tht best
is tht cheaptst. Tht Province and tht Preshyterian Chtirch
aiways adapt aur friend's metta and say "let us have tht
ch6pest and best." Ont ai these days bath Church and
State may find ont ta ibeir coct ibat tht chcapest is net the
best.

Whtn tht Presbyterian Churches were being formed in
this country long aga the salaries af proiessors and officiais
cf ail kinds bad ta bc low. Starvation salaries were part cf
tht situation. Unfortunately ihere were ibree Prtsbvterian
Churches iii Ontario and tinoaitbcm wert rich or strong.
Everything had ta bc dont on a smali scale. But is that any
reasan why the small scale should bc continued now ha: tht
Churc bhas become rich and peweriul ? Tht situation is
almost if net altogether camic. Were the subject not se seri-
ous one cauld hardly help laughing at the spectacle ai a yeuth

.turned ai twenty gingZ out ai the' Divinity Hall and in a tew
months getting a larger salary han any ai his proiessors,
thongh tht prafessors have spen: a lufe time in the service ai
tht Church.

lI financial circles tht services rendered by Dr. Reid
would easily bring itemt seven ta ten theusand a year. As
manager ai a Bank, Loan Company or gond financial con-
cern ai any kind bis incame wauld have been a: leasi deuble
what the Church bas paid himi for a quarter of a century.
Tht -Church's mette in trtating tht vettran Doctor, as wel
as in its treatmentci colege prafessors, bas aways been "tht
cheapest and best."

Some yeaxs ago a movtmt;gt was made te appoint a pro.
essor af Homiletics for Knox Callege. jtdging framin he

amatant ai discussicn ont wauhd bave tbougbt that the incarne

cf tý. new chair was about equal te that enjoVed by the
Archbishop of Canterbury. Thero was nobody ini the Church
goad enough te 611 that chair. Proposais wcre made te bring
great men (rmn the United States, Great Bnitain and nobody
knows where. And what badl thîs Ilgreat Church Iltea ller
by way cf rernuneration? Tell it not ia Gath.

Ministers are mainly te blamne à; officiai salaries are flot
near what they ought te bc. Indivîdual cangregations have
gaon steadily increasîng pasters' salaries. To say that tht
people are mot willing ta pay honest salaries te ihose who do
tht work of tht Church is a severe condemnatian of those whe
have been te.aching them for fiity yeats. As a matttr of tact,
however, every siep farward is apposed by mninisters. We
doubt very much if an eIder ever rose in thteCGenerai Assern
bly and opposed a well deserved increase. That duty has
been leit ta tht rlergy and we venture te sav that those who
have discharged it have as a riaIt been îrtattd by their awn
cangreRatians insiay <bey treaied nthers. Tht iman who fights
for tht Ilcheapest " in tht Church courts almcst invariably
gets tht "1cheaptst" at home. Tht people sean learai te
apply bis ewn principles te himsell.

Te his honaur be si said, Mr. Macdonnel has always
struck the right chard on this question as wtll as on many
others His motte bas always been, pay the mari what bt is
honestly wcrth te tht Church and tht honest men oi the
Church will find the money. Ta say that tht Church wants
good men ta de its work for halt wages or nothing is ta pay
the Church a poor compliment. If that is really true we bad
better disband and unite with soineaother body.

Tutning frtum tht Church ta tht State we find tht demnand
for tht Ilcheapcst and hest"I rampant. There is only ont
cclony in tht British Empire that pays ils judgts a lower sal.
ary than Ontario. We demnand the vtry bigbest qualifications
for aur judges. Even the suspicion cf partiality or wrong
doing an tht Bench taises a howl from ont end ai tht Pro.
vince tatht ather. We want tht "chtapest and best" on tht
Bench.

Fiftv years ago the stuggling settiers paid thme Han. Rab-
ert Baldwin a higher salary as Attorney General ai Upper
Canada than Ontario has paid an Attorney General since
Confederatian. Dur fathers paid Baldwin more than their
sons ever paid Sandfitld Macdonald or Mr. Mawaî. We
want the "chcapest and best Premier."

IlMen can be gol for leis is tht argument îssed in every
Committet, Church court, Council and schaol section in the
Province. Ves, men such a: they are can be got for nct.Ling.
But that is nat the point. Tht point is that bath Church and
State shauld honestly pay for services rendered. That is tht
point.

We have na grievance te ventilate and n axe te grind.
The writer of this column neyer aslced or received a personal
faveur from ceither Church or State. We art flrmnly persuaded,
however, that if tht Churcb would give up its cbeese-paring
economy and bonestly pay ils servants somnething like the
valut of their work tht higher interests ai the Church would
be gretly advanced. Abolish "billeting," Ilhali.fares,"
"«clerical exemiptions," "Iclerical discounts,"and altht other
abominations that help ta degrade tht ministerial profession;
pay tht servants ai tht Churcb their due; do Church busi-
ness on the principle that a Church dollar bas just a hundred
cents in il like any otlier dollar, appeal ta tht henest mien ai
the Church for tht money and the maney wilI camne. Tht
people wha alwaye want samething for nothing, or something
for balf us value, are the only ones that will abject. These
people sbould mot bc allawed te rule the Church.

THE 1ER USA LEM PRESB YTERAN MISSION.

Easter-tidt is tht height ai tht travellers' seasonin jeru.
salemn. It is tht best time of tht year ta visit Palestine, now
covered aver witb a varitgated carpetof beautiful flowers, and
less liable ta starnis af torrentiat shawtrs or stifiing dust
chauds. Tht gorgeons ceremonia'. ai tht Latin and Greek
Churches at this timt is attractive te some, and tht sacred
associations ai tht season with thet marvellaus work afite.
demption move ai devant' htarts with tht desire te trtad this
hallowed soil al this particailar time. Accordingly tht Holy
City bas been, and is liktly it be for some wetks more,
crammed and crowded îvitlh Christian iravellers heom al
lands, and tht last fartnight maiaily irom tht United States
of America and a iew from Canada-the Rev. J. Mowat, af
Manitoba, Rev. and Mrs. Jordan, of Monrez, etc., while
England and Scotland contribute a large quota ail along.

Representing as 1 do in my humble persan the Prtsby.
terian and Evangelical English.speaking Churches cf Chris.
tendom, 1 am very pleased te find that by far tht larges:
number, perhaps twa.thirds, ai these Christin travellers
corme by rights under my pastoral catit Many cf them caîl
on us, and when allier pressing duties permit, wt return
their friendiv visits. It is at once a Christian and a pleasur-
able duty-a great privilege-to hcld fellewship wîth these
children cf Gad item distant lands and the isles a.<ar off. We
devote Manday and Friday evenings te thtir receptien, but
they are welcome al al limes.

But though this is the bus7atst season2, sa far at Ieast as
Englisb work is concerned, 1 would likç ta narrate te your
readtrs, even by curtail iný natural rest-" naturels sweet re-
storer, balrny sle-.p "-a few incidents illustrative cf the greai
nced and incalculable spiritual benefits cf ibis Canadiau Mis.
sion ta Jtwvs and others in the City Of the Great King,
Everything relating ta ibis i'oly City. andl land Must1 snrely

bc peculiarintetestitag ta ai% eatnest Christians and loyen
ai the Bible, and much mare whatevcr refers ta religions
progress and the spread af Gospel liRht and tiuth.

We have beer' having, and sball, D.V., continue toa ita,
prabably, till about the end of May, morning and evenic,
services, and frequently the Lord's Supper at the dlose of ibe
latter; and i your readers could listen ta the expressions ri
hearty gratitude for the existence af this mission andi its
Iupper iaom," whcre nan*Episcopaliaais cars worship Cod

in the siimpler and morc spiritual and sciiptural forms tht 1
prefer and are accustomed ta, and whosaever of God afi ai
Evangelical Churches cars witness for the Lord Jesus, utaernJ
after tht services and in the sermons too by the wotshipptza
and preachers, they would assuredly rejoice and thank God
that this mission is practically the Lord's responseta tht~t
prayers and longings and those ai their brethren in the
Southcrn States, and wauld make sure that st s adequattiý
supparted meanwhile, and that the forthcomning Generat &,
semblies set their seals ta what tht Head of the Church bas
ordained and markcdly sanctioned by tokens ai His blessiq
prescrnt and prospective.

Tht pulpit ai this Il upper raom "-"l that holy thiog
where stands the messenger of truth-I say the pulpit "-kat
no ; there is no pulpit, praperly speaking, but orsty a iai
with a Bible on a cushion, adorned with the precious remains
of tht communion table velvet cover, showing in golden
thread a dove amid rays, emblemattc of the desceni of ne
Haly Spirit, that belonged te the Tytherley, Hant3, Churcà,.
ai which ii iaithiul, earnest servant cf the Most High, wbo
was known as thet Metbodist clergyman&f-the JRev. Edward
Phillips-Mrs. Ben Oliels grandfather-was vicar duringfiMy
years, cmbracing parts ai the last and preserit centuries, àâ
which a loving daughter treasured op, and sent me as a
prtsrôt when 1 was preaching tas crowds ai Jews nd Spas.
iaa-ds in the French Protestant temple at Oran, Algeria, in
1876. Mrs. Btn Oliel's two brothers, the Rev. E. and Il.
Sceley, were flot yet fallowing in the footsteps cf their sainted
sire as earnest evangelicals, or 1 might not have came by ibis
treasured relic.

This table-pulpit, thens, has been occupied recently by t
Rev. Messrs. 1. Jeffray, Fret Church, Glasgow ; T. H. Staqy,
Baptist, Auburn, Mass.; Alexander Aodrtw, Fret Churcb,
Glasgow ; Alexander Baird, Fret Church, Newark; James
Davidson, U. P., Greenock ; James Wells, Fret Ch'acch
Convener of Jewish Commttet ; E. K. Mitchell, Brooklyn;
1. T. King, Columbus, Ohioa; C. B. Sumner. Pomona, Cal;
A. A. Williams, Lynn, Mass.; Dr. W. H. Murkland, Balb.
mort; other ministers sharing with me tht devotional paits
of tht servicts. 1 <teu I despoil some af their D.D.'s, wbicb
they are ton modeit te write dawn.

Dr. Mtrkland's sermon last Sabbath morning was an tioa
quent, poweriul discourse, whicli tht flfty or more worship.
pers which heard it cars neyer forget. But 1 bai la pay a
heavy penalty for tht thrilling pleasure 1 txptrienced by
hearing it, for in the evessing I had ta preach belore ban
and the Rev. Williams 1 It reminded me cf my first sermon
i Scotland, at Kirkliston, when ail cf a sudden 1 I ritd

that a great part of the Church of Scotland's Edinburgh Pres.
bytery were listening 1 And ses now frequently when 1 con.
duct services alone I find at tht close that several brother
ministers were present. It is no easy thing, in their travel.
Iers garb, ta detect them ini timel1 But yet tht printed na.
tacts ai these services in tht hotels say . lTo be conducted
by ministers of ail evangelical denominatians present in
the Holy City, who are requested to communicate wilb
Mr. Ben Oliel soon after arrivai."

Need I add that we have had, and hape te have stili,
bltssed times ai rpfreshing from tht presence of tht Lord,
and mrt £0 whit aHib . -sence is realiztd in tht memonat
of His death en the Cioss, thu. broken body anad the blood
shed for oui raiemption. Collections fairly gond.

On Thursdt y, tht :6th uIt., afrer partaking of the Lords
Supptr at tigbt >.t., vit stattd about ninoe and wenîto tht
first level spot near tht highest patrt cf tht Mount of Olives-
the spot where, most probably, tht Lord Jesus stoud and
wept over Jtcusalem, and held a meeting of sang andi prayer.
Tht Rev. Williams, cf Lyn; Rcv. and Mrs. Jordan, of
Montrcal ; Mr. Pierce, ai Boston, U. S.; Miss Cort, mission-
ary front Siamn, and Mr. Morgan, proprietor af tht Christi a,
ai London. werc with us. Al the brethren offtred beazi
melting prayers. Oh ! it was such a happy time 1 Thtemnor
shont hrightly over jerusalems; and it was rearly eleven
p.m. ere we could detach ourselves from that holy spot.

Some time ago 1 pleadtd in your confreres, tht Preibi.
lerian Rcview cof Toronto, and the Wilne.rs of Halifax, fer a
communion service. There bas been ne response, and sml
baught ont af olive wood. [t cost £~2 2s. 39d. Who will
dlaim tht privilege ai paying for itP On Sabbath evening, the
22nd, twenty.sevtn parrook oi the sacred elements, of whom
four ministers-Rev. Messrs. King, Sumner and Mitchell
-two lady missionaries from tht United States preparing foi
work in this city, who now worship with us regularly, bc-
sides Mrs. Ben Oliel and the Iwo eldest Misses Ben Quiel.
who were received ia Church membership by aur belo ved
pastor in Rcmne, Rev. James Gordon Gray, D.D. There w35
aise ont native Protestant. Ali Iled it tal ho a bigh piilt9t
" lte show tht Lord's death tili Ht corneIl i tht very &iY

.where IlHe endured tht Cross, despising tht shame," andin
tsigbt of which Ht ascended on high, Iland is set, down at tbt

right band ai tht thront of God."
How hiphly this privilege is tsteemxed will appear front tht

rfollowing inçjdçnr4 t,:bUsçgri; to any knowledge : A plY


