720

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

{Novsanxr ib; 1883,

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.
$2.00 PER ANNUM IN ADVANCE.

G, BLAUCRRTT RUBINSON, Prvprisere,
Omu—-Nq 3 Joznan St Torowvo

ADVERTISING TERMS, Uadsr , mooths o conts peviine

oer losertion § s months. S K:lllu! ﬂmm: iomllnl 1 year,
Nor.drmmncnuc rRed ot A‘Quwn velines. Noseothe
sadve $r takep

TORONTO. \VEDNéQi)M', NOVEMIFR 3 1883.

IN noticing the opening ceremontes of Queen’s
University two weeks since, the lecture delivered by
Professor Ross, B.I)., was inadvertently credited to
Principal Grart. The inaugural leciure on ** Physical
Science and the Possibility of Miracies,” by the re-
cently appointed Professor of Apologetics and New
Testament Criticism and Exegesis, appears in this
issue of THE PREBYTERIAN., [tisaclear,logicaland
masterly effort, and will be read with deep ioterest by
all wko observe the currents of philosophic, scientfic
and theological thought.

IT goes without saying that nearly all the ministers
in Protestant Christendom will preach on Martia
Luther next Sabbath, What a hunt there will be for
suitable texts this week. A good, pithy, suggestive
text gives a sermon a good start, and wins hilf the
battle at the beginning. Whatever the text may be,
material for the sermon is ample and easily procured.
The Re’ormation is a large subject, and the chief
difficult>. “or preachers will be to condense., The
result of next Sabbath’s pulpit work should be apparent
in many ways, Even Presbyterians are tos liable to
forgret the blessiogs which they enjoy as the result of
the heroic labours of Martin Luther and those associ.
ated with him. Whils some of our people live too
much in%the past many are disposed to forget the
Iabours and sufferings of those grand 1nen who battled
successfully for the privileges which we now enjoy.
The sermons of next Sabbath should do a good deal
in the way of putting people right on these questions.

*So may it be,

THE Rev. John Langtry has addressed an open
letter to Rev. Dr. Rice, President of the Metbodist
Conference, urging a general union of all Christian
churches in one organization. Tte letter has a good
deal of sweetness, but not much light. As a prelim-
inary step towards jurther pegotistions, we respect.
fully suggest that My, Langtty anl Mr. Jobaston, of
the Metropolitan, exchange pulpits at an early day.
Should this be done Mr. Langtry will see one of the
laigest congregations probably that he ever pteachcd
to, and Mz, Johnston will most certainly give his
Episcopal andience some good, whe esome food, This
preuminary s.ep being taken, sll the Episcopal clergy
might join in the general exchange of pulpits which
takes:place once a year. 1f his Lordsiup, Bishop
sweatmen shou.d prefer a Fre.byterian palpit to begin
the good work in we thin} e can have voe. If Mr.
wangts, is willing to enter this arrargement. he.may
be forgiven for his faulty ex2gesis when he makes the
petition of Christ's prayer, * that they all may be one,”
refer to unity of organization.

A wunD with those friends into whose homes The
PRESBYTERIAN will come on Thasksgiving day.
You have been at church this moming and*heard a
good tbacksgiving sermon. Then you went home and
sat down to a good dinner. NMost of the memters of
the family were present. The boys came bome and
sat once more at the amily table Some of the manied
meml'm of the f nily caroe in to sperd the after-
noon in the old homestcad. Pethaps there were
some grandchil s2n present havirg a geod time. ‘Did
youthisk of that poor family around the corner this
morning? Did you send them an)thmg? Is their
dinper any the better for your liberality. Do any of
God’s poor bdless you for your kindness on thanks
giving day ?* Have you malle anybody happxer to-dsy ?
1t f0t you have materially lessened your owg enjoy-
ment. It may not be toc late yet to do sométhing
kind and generous. By all means do sometbing be-

coming a Christlan in the afternoon, and when you
and yours gather around the (amily tablo this evening
you will baye the sweet gratification of knowing that
you had doxs something ae well as enjoyed something
good. Tryit, friend, try lt

e

HxRE i3 a aice question for out -exclestastical
lawyers. A Scssionin the Su Louis Presbytery sent
one of their number to the Presbytery as theis repre:
sentative and instructed himas to how heshould cote
oa an overture sent down by the weneral Assembiy. i
Vhen the Session Records came before the Presby-
tery for examination the Presbytery took exceptlion to
the minute on the ground that the Session had no
tight to instruct thelr representative as to how he
should vote, The Session appealed and the Synod
sustained tho appeal, taking tho ground that a Sesslon
has a consiitutional right to instruct their repre: Jata
tive in advance as to how he should vote In Presby
tery., The case has been sent ta the General Assem:
bly and the result will bo watched withioterest. Has
a Sesslon a right to lnstruct thelr representativeinad-
vance 23 to how ke should vote in Presbytery on any
given question? If an elder may be Instructed as to
how heo thould vote on one question why not on
all? If this practice should pr-vail Presbyteries
would cease to be a distinct court of the Church, and
exist for the mere purpose of recording the descisions
of Sesslons, Very few elders would care to goto
Presbytery with thelr hands tied,

THE New York * Evangelist® comments on thy
late meetlng of the Synod of New York in this way :

For so large & body, Synod got throuph with its heavy

docket of business wllh much facility. - Not one loog, rume
bling spcech was made, but brief, pestinent opes by the
score, and well distributed among the pews,
And that is exactly tke way in which a meeting of any
Church court should be conducted. 1f thebusiness is
done by a few members around the moderator’s chair
the majority are almost certain to go home dissatisfied.
it too often happens that a few do all thebusiness and
the many sit in the pews as they would do in any
public meeting, A member may have a right to
speak on every question, but if he ivsists on exercising
that right, while many who have an equal right
to be heard never get a hearing, ipjury is done
to the Church, It does not pay to bave all the
trsinessof a Synod or Assembly doris by a few men,
while the great majority x. ¢ bave to do the work
and ralse the sinews of war are practically #znored.
We know whereof we affirm when we say that if the
business were better * diatributed amongthe pews” in
some of our Church courts members wounld go home
in better humour and money fer some of the schemes
would come in more plentifully.

A CABLE despatch was ,ecelved from Darjeeling
last week intimating ‘khat the Canada Presbyterian
missioparies at Indoie were permitted to resume thelr
work,interrupted & ; the interference of the iocal autho-
tities, This intelligence will he gratifying to all who
take an interest In the progress of Christian work and
the canse of religions liberty in Iniﬂa. The freedom
granted, however, will not rex..ovo all the difficulties

that beset the work of our missiofaries at Tndore and} ‘g ection of the Christan minisiry bave spoken oat i .

Mbow. They are watched by jealous - ee, Iudging
from a recent numbes of the Allahbad ¢ Ploneex * they
are subject to gross and grievous. misxepre:cnzatxons
by those who ought to know and probably do know
better, A young brabmin, the son of a government.
official, had through missionary Instruction come
under the power of the truth and made a public pro.
fesslon of Christlanity. This was represented as
haviog all been done i a period of ien days, during
his father’s absence, who on his retum found his son
and some of bis property m‘ssing The “ Piosesr
represents that the father had gono ip Seareh of .the
fugitive without success. Mr. Wilkic writes to the
“ Frlend of India " that the young man has Leen an
foquh.. *~¥ the last three years, and at his own urgent
request was baptized a short imo ago. This enraged
some of the young man's relatives, whose viclence he
feared. Properly enough the missionaries gave him
sbs«!tcr. On being demanded by his father ha wag
given up on the stipulation that be should not be sub-
feted.to Vl-treatment on accotnt of 14 steg be had
taken,. he yout ul convert.wént ‘with bis father,
saying . I will mth my father, but T am asd shall
continus a Chris

.havebcens

SUNDAY NEWSPAPERS,

ORAL and social lifs on this continent (s to an
sppreciabla degree sflected by influences from
abroad. These are not all of one characler Some
are elevatiog and benefi~ent, othrs are of s difierent
tendency. ‘The large i migration from Europe has o
percepubls Inflacnce on the modes of Americap Ufs
and thought, Agaln, .he wealthler part of Amesirun
socicty delights In forelgn travel, Theyareaneclectic
people. Their eclecticism is not confined to what is
best ln old wosld ways of thoughbt and a-tion.

Efforts are belng made In France, Germany and
Austria {or sacuring the Sabbath as a day of rest
Those who realize the need of improvement in this
directlon are few comparad with xwany who conform
without an effort and withou’ a *hought to the coatin.
ental methods of spending S ~day Tho general dis-
regard of the special claims of s day of rest strikes
every visitor to the contineat of Europe. But why
should the people of Amerlca be vo indifferent to the
growiog neglect o plainly visible on this slde of the
Atlantic? Every form of Sabbath desecratlon prac-
tized in Furopo Ginds its counterpart in the larger
Amerdcan citles. Deer gardens, concert halls, and

_tlaatres open thelr doors on Sabbath and their ea‘ccts

arg confessedly demoralising. The Sunday newspaper
has established for liself a strong position in the
centres of populatlon, By some it is now regarded as
a tecessity. \What ought to be the position of Chuis.
tian peoplo in relation to ft 2 ‘The Sunday newspaper
Is open to the gravest objections. It cannot he pre-
tended that its production is cither a wotk of neces-
sity or mercy. It entails needlecs toll on overwearled
workers. It deprives multitudes of thelr rightful rest
and unfits them from the proper cbservance of the
sacied day.

Then the effects of ths Sunday newspaper are de-
moralizsing. It is a boon to no community among
whom it circulates, Even the best of them in point of
lterary ability do not profess to provide reading in.
tended to promote the spiritual well-beiog of the
people into whose bands they come. The best speat-
mens do not differ in any essential particular from

the week-day edition, except it be in providing more )

varied selections of a literary caste, and the others do
not even affect this slight merit, Thecurrent editorial
maxim seems to be—publish everything whatever its
natute. ‘The sickening details of crime in allits forms,
the disreputable scandals, true or uatrue, that afford
delectable reading for prurient minds areas plentifully
supplied in the Sunday as they are in the Saturday
papers. In some instances if there be a difference,
the Sunday edition contains a more plentifal supply of
the horribie and nasty than are to b3 found in week.
day editions.

Such reading finds its way into many thousand
Anierican bomes. What can theresultbe? Isitin
the nature of things that virtuous upright.and pure
minds can be tratped by reading of the descﬂptnon
contatned in the average Suaday- newspapers? The

Chnstian churches, the Sunday -scheols, and other .
moral agencies find that secular Sunday readiog, and

much of it pernictous, is «orklng injuries that will be

difficult to undo. ‘It secms strange that so few proc

tests have been made agaiost an evil so apparent. H
It is cheenng to find that an carnest and consistent |

plain lapguage, varning against this special evil, Au -
a zecent: meetiog of the United Pmbymian Minis
terial ‘Association held at Pmshurg..Pa., the Rev.
Mr, Boyd read a thoughtful, temperate, and practi-
cal paper in which he stated that it was the duty
of the ministsy to set fully, clearly, and frtqucnﬂy be .}
fore the penple the nature, design «ad proper “bser
vasce of the Christian Sabbath ; that they sheuld be .|
taught that.it 13 a profanation of the Lord's day to ,
pniat, publish, sell o2 read secular newspapers on that “R
day ; that Church members who, after being warned, -
persist in publishing or reading Suaday papersshould §
be made amenable to discipline, and to withheld sup-
post from papers umg\m publish Sundzy editlons,
Here in Croada ve to deplore a growing ten- !
dency to Sabbath acsccm\Ion. At the same time we
have to ackaowledge with thankfalness, that forms of . §

Sabbath Cesecration rifo in European citles, and ¥
among_our neighbours acmss the llne, have not yet

made their appe;.rame smongst ug, Hitherto we
'tﬁsluﬁx&l :

.In {elicit tuing oug country, on this exemptioz. 3
lsmnoboaztfol.ohclf zhteous spirit ¢ it i bacanss §

v the field Is not sufficlent ‘to tempt the venture,

on ‘of -the Sunday nows ‘B




