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TIHE ANTLUNIONISTS.

THURR PETITIUN THRKUWN UL T,

The petition for the incorporation of the *Church of
Scotlamd m Canada,” was brought before the Committee on
Sanding Onders on Feday 1st, March, when a question
was i as to the sulficiency of the notice, the first adver-
tisenient being on the 1¢°h of Januvary

A member said that two or three ministers had refused to
{oin the Presbytenan Unton, who, he supposed, were bring-
n;i up the petition,

{r, Scrivner opposed the suspension of the Standing
Orders, as there were only a few adhering to the old Chuech,
There were suits going on which might be affectad by legis-
lation here,

Mr Diougiae Rrymner, onc of the Pclillon'cn, wag asked
to apeak to the point raised  He sabd that techmically there
seemed bittle doulit that as, in the case of the charpe of the
Laghit Bugade, ** some one had blundered.,”  But the object
of the notice was simiply to secure publicity, and of that
were shown to have been cffected, the Commuttee had un.
doubtedly the power to suspend the rules, as had been
shown 1 the case of a petition a few minutes before. There
were two pasnts therefore on winch he asked to be heard:—
1. Had there been suffictent publicity? and, 2. Was there
anything in the Act asked for attacking the rights of uthers,
In respect to the first the notice given was six weeks instead
of two months, and he produced docuinents to prove that
the notice was widely seen by any one who might be sup-
pused to be affected.  And further, he was aware that
members of the Hause had received letters on the subject.
As 1o the other point, there had been great misapprehension
as to the nature of the Act. It could%;c held as in no sense
aggressive. It was well known that two or threc years ago
a number of members of the Presbyterian Church of Canada
in conncction with the Church of Scotlandsthought it desir-
able to join another Presbytenan bod{. Others refused to
leave the Church with which they had been indentified, or
to sever the connection with the Chumh of Scotland. He
was not there todiscuss the right or wrong of their course.
They might be as pig-headed, obstinate, and fanatical as
thc{r were charged with being, but they were, nevertheless,
entitled to protecucn. The covenanters who fought at
Drumclog were, no doubt, held as pre-emigently pig-headed
in their day.  But now they were regarded as saints.  “The
day might come when those who sought protection by this
Act might be regarded in the same light. Be they what
they might they were entitled to the enjoyment of their civil
rights and to the freedon: to obtain rcfigious ordinances ac-
cording to those ?rinciplcs which they believed right. By
the Acts of Local Legislatures the Toleration Act had virtu-
ally been repealed so far as they were concerned.  They had
congregationsholdingchurch properties; many hadbeenstup.

ed of their churches and were now worshipping in school

ouses; onc or two had acgrired new propestics for religicus
services, and others were ready to do J:: same, but they
had no sccurity that they would be left to hold them in
peace. They were members of the Presbyterinn Chusch of
Canada in connection with the Church of Scotland, The
action of those who had ceased to be such and had joined
another body could not divest them of that title, At their
last Synod meeting, held in London, Ontario, there were
thirty-threc or thirty four members present, legally entitied
to sit in Synod, but if any concgmgnlion had 1ts title.desd
made out in the name of that Church, the Local Acts ren-
dered it easy for a few individuals to raise a suit to have that
property transferred to the new body. It was quite true
that by calling themselves Congrdrationalists, or by a name
differcnt from their true designation, they might presetve
their propertics. But they sought to be known by the name
which truly descibed them, not by another which misrepre.
scnted their behefs.  The Act for which the petition prayed
asked that they should be authorized to hoﬁ; in peace the

ropestics they now hold o nught acquire.  Surs of money
Ead been given and lc%ncics left sizce the Union took place,
for which they are liable at any momeat to be sued at Slc in-
stance of any clerical busybody. The Act could not affect
past claims or cases before the Courts. These would be
settled clsewhere.  But they asked that they should not be
persecuted and their congregations cut off in detail by ruin-
ous law-smits. He appealed to the Committee that, secing
publicnty had been secured, and that the nghts of others
were not atacked, the technical obicction should be waived
and the case allowed to be determined on its merits.

Hon. Alexander Morris was there to oppose the petition
on behalf of the Temporalities Board of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada, formerly it connection with the Church
of Scotland, his opposition resting on the want of notice.
The nutice had been only published six weeks before the
petition was presented, and only in the ‘“Official Gazette”
and the papers of the Province of Quebec.  But there were
in the Province of Nova Scotia members of the Church in
connection with the Church of Scotland whose nights it might
aficct. There wasa Presbytery in British Columbia even
more closely connected with the Church of Scotland—were
their rights to be affected on the demand of the petitioners,
who were lighly respectable men, including Sir Hugh Allan,
the well-known shipowner, Mr. Joseph Hickson, mangger
of the Grand Trunk R:ulw:xl;,l and others, who were with ene
cxception—the Rev. Gavin Lang—all laymen, and who repre.
scated noSynod, Presbytery, or ceclesiastical body, and yet des
sired to be incorporated by Act of Parliament the Church
of Scotland in Canada. He mantained that the Act, if
couched 1n the terms of the petitian, did affect the rights of
others, was not merely for protection to preserve interests,
as stated by Mr. Brymner, hut affected the temporalities of
the United Church.  Inaddition to the cases of Nova Scotia
and British Columbia, there were Presbyterians in every
Province whose nights m:ght be compromised, and he held
that advertisements should have been nserted in every Pro-
vince where there were people likely to be affected, that

there would be no handshipTi“giving full time for consider-
ation by refusing to-‘eaive tho rulep-Tov legal notice, He
contended hiat there was not only the defect of short notice,
but that there had been no notice,

A discussion ensued, some of the Committea holding that
there had beea no scfficient notice, others believing that the
ondlnary %Hclioe should be folluwed of dispensing therewith
wheie publicity hed been really unttained, and that it would
be better the question should be settled on it inerits eather
than rejected on a-abiere technieal point.

It was Linally resolved on motion tuv report that the stand.
ing orders had not been complied with,

“SHE 3AS DONE WHAT SIIE COULD,

¢ She hoth done what she could,”
Her ‘)oqr all hath expended,
With olatment most precious
Her Lord to prepare;
¢ She hath done what she could,”
v And hee fzord hath commended
For His body her love
For ilis burial her care.

The spikenard the wedidly
Would lavish vn !»lcz\surc.
The hair that the trifling
Waould deck to deccive,
‘The one she pours out
. On iter Lund, without measure,
A robe for His feet
With the other doth weave,

4
The thoughtless may wonder, *
The Gudless may slight her,
And murmuring ask,
To what purpose such waste?
What matter! the Lord
With His love doth requite her,
Her deed on the roll
Of tis recards hath placed,

Thus, Lord, give us cver

The grace to watch by Thee,
In sorrow and shade,

As in sunshinc and joy;
Our bliss, wheresoever

Thou ant, to be nigh Thec,
Our wealth, all we have

For Thy use to employ.

O blest above mensure,
1f we too may hear Thee
Accept our poor service
Imperfect and sudc,
And—marking with favor
The faithful who fear Thee—
This blessing bestow,—
*¢ They have done what they could.”

COFFEE AND COCOA AS SQCIAL REFORMERS.
BY THR RRYV. W. (':;:Alkll‘ DD, L1.D.

In the Christroas week of 1876 I was asked by a friend an
Liverpool, whose high Christian character and nunificence
are the admiration of all, to accompany lum to a soirce,
connected with the Sailor’ Home, to be held in the hall of
one of the British workman public houses in that neighbor-
hood. My friend occupied the chair, and if his remarks he
referred to that shocking scandal of Liverpool, the forest of
gin palaces round the Sailors’ ITame, stationed there atevery
point, as if for the purpose of depriving tlat noble institu-
tion of even a chance of doing good to the sailor sojouming
in the port. It was natuszal, when this topic had in-
troduced, to refer to the British workman public-houses, or
as they are more commonly called in Liverpool, the *co.
coa "’ or “‘coflce-shops.” Beingone of the directors of the
tompany, my friend was catitled to speak of it with authos-
ity.  Attentive though I was to all his remarks, onc expres.
sion which he used made me prick up my eurs.  ““Ireall
believe,” he sald, “that we have tumed the comer.”
Thought is quick, and before he went farther, 1 concluded
that he meant the financial corner ; thatthey kad found out
how to make these institutions pay. I soon found, how.
cver, that though that was true, it was a much more. diffi-
cult corner that the chairman thought they had leamed to
turn,  “*I really believe,” bic continued, *¢we have learned
how to supersede the public-house, how to supply the work-
ing man with a place of resort as attractive and comfortable
in every way, and with a beverage which he will like as well
as strong drink, and which, instead of driving hin to rags
snd suin, will cheer and strengthen him for his labour, and
be a daily blessing instead of a daily curse.”

The splendour of my friend’s conception made me doubly
careful to furnish myself with all available information re-
specting the movement in Liverpool. On that occasion,
and during a subsequent visit, I bave been in many of the
cocoa-rooms, accompanicd by directors and the manager of
the company. T have becn present at a Saturday evening
meeting in onc of the halls ; and 1 have obtained a considers
able amount of information through private correspondence
and intercourse, illustrative of the manner in which the new
institutions are regarded by the class for whosc benefit they
are chicfly designed. I have been in correspondence too
with friends of similar movements in other places than Liver-
pool ; but undoubtedly in that town the cause has excited
an interest and been crowned with a success not equalled
anywhere clse. ‘¢ Success succeeds,” and zs long s the
Liverpool Company can show a dividend to sharcholders of
ten per cent. on their capital, there will be no want of curi-
osity on the part of the public to know about the move-
ment, or of readiness on the part of the newspapers and
other public jouarnals to fumish the desired, information.
Butthere are fcatures about this movement that moake it

very desirable that It should ot drift into the category of
mere money speculations, although it is of great imporancy
that it has proved successful i _p finaocia} point of view.
Hitherto st 3as been marked by motd-thn a facit sllla
with the spldt of carnest Cheistlanily, and it i3 16 this that
the moveincat owes much of us spgeess, and much of i?
promise of future triumph, * .
“‘X)::lorigl&\.sl: )oiullo {n"cl, wnsln t;aulxt gf the wxsnk th
A an nkey in LAve ‘ “cbruary, 1835,
conl’cr{ng:c whs hell 6fthose m ;idcs that u?ggmcmzsnnu
a gwat.question wag started—how to reach the working
massts, whom as yct (hc{ had filled 1o influeptein ani coyy-
spletous dqftcc. Mz, Moody, with that justinctive horror
of strung drink by which he has always been matked, g
ferred to the tersible temptations which surrounded them,
and spoke of the dnnking as an cvil with which afl
Christian men should do thelr utmosy to grapple.  On this,
the Rev. Charles Garrett, a well known % cyan mialn&r
and temperance advogate, pdverted to the, fact that |
twentythansand nfen whd™wirs émrléycd“d!ohg {hé séven
unles of ducks which are the boast of Liverpool, could find
no place of refreshment of any kind except the public.
hauses, which were always iu truth very eager to get them,
He proposcd that they shoulit establish pubilic-houses with.
vut dnnk, and do thewr utmost to render them comfortable
and attractive. The propusal was hearuly responded to,
and in furtherance of it, a few merchants lield 2 meeting,
and resolved to cstablish the ‘“Vritish Workman Public
flouse Company, Limited,” with a capital of {20,000 in
£ shares, 1n conformuty with the provisions of the Com.
pany's Act, 1862 and 1867. Mr, Robert Lockhast was
chatrman of the company. -

Premises were specdily taken; cocos, coflee, nnd tea were
offered 1n guantitics from a half-penny upwards, and thus
the enterprise was fairly launched. The Grst shop was
opened in October, 1875 ; the first annual mecting of the
company was held on February 25th, 3876, It was veport.
edat that time that there were five places th operation, and
the movement had bren 50 successful that & d.:idcnt:; was
declared for the quarter at the rate of ten per. cent. per
annum,

The second anauel mecting was beld in Febwmary, 1877,
It was then reported that there were cighteen houses open,
and three more {n preparation, and the financial It was

ually encouraging. Ina few quict words the dircctors
said that they were gratified by the support given to their
houses by working men and their families, and that they
looked on it as a proof that such refreshment rooms were
greatly needed, and that they were found to bg a-suitable
substitute for the ordinary public-house, .

From whatwe leam, the fitxt annual feport will Je still
mote encodrhping than it$ pPredecessors, J;go\ orly Awill it
announce that the number of houses now in opemation is
thirty, h\lxtnlxl: lhaltl siln;c ?f these ?1:10 onx; scale of .unQu;uaal
magoitude. It will tpll of rgoms adapted to gecommodate
some cight bundred people, ﬁ:d the jﬁsliﬁﬂ jop for build-
ngs onso larpe a seale will be simply that th l:m: needed
that at certaih hours the people flock to'them it'shoals, and
that, lt{ tx}x}}c‘ scheme i to be carried out, there must be build-
inpscofs ent capacity..
1)[i)ocs it ﬁt sccrh‘:u\vzen one hears of thir‘zy “houses, all
ptospering, and come on- 50 1:3‘? a Seald; and when one
finds that the cxtension of the scheme goes on as fast as the
dircctors can it, that there seally has been something
like tusmning that difficalt corner? d is'it not a most
cheering thought to every Christicn and patriotic heart ?

Then the question anses, if such houses succeed in Liver-
pool, may they not succeed clsewhere? Is there anything
reculiar to the great seaport that should giveto it a monopo-
]y of snecess 2 Possibly there ate some things that make
Liverpool a favourahie field for the experiment.  The great
number of men employed about the docks, at a distapce
from their homes, is no doubt in favour of the shops that are
planted near the resorts of these men, But shops in other
parts of the town are likewise successful ; and many other
classes than dock labourers find the of them,

Surely we artunot to tiountlthc and cnergy of directors
as peculiar to Liverpool? In any case, v t stress
mu}s)te be laid on this asa cause of suceess, ﬁsﬁsom, we
belicve, that a body of business men have bestowed such
r.\ins from day to diy on a philanthropic schere. They
have thrown their hearts into it as if it had been théir own
private business. They have watched, pondesed, resolved,
acted, as_if they were carryingsout a smilitary enterprise.
Better still, they have shown a real sense of the sin and evil
of drunkenuess, and have been moved apainst ft by the
overwhelming force of Chnstian duty aﬁ?Chrisﬁan love
We believe many of them have made it an camest prayer
that they might be directed and blessed in this undertakang.
The strength that hascome to them 1s mozc. than mortal
might; as I heard oneof them express it, *“The will of God
is the strongest thing in the world, and when that is for us,
wemust conquer.”

Quictly, but truly, thc movement has bad a Christian
tone. through the rooms, lock at the prints from the
** British workman " hanging on the walls, and you sce the
cvidence of this temark. Converse with the attendants,
you find they are not mere hirelings, but camest in the.cause
of tempemnee, and many, 100, eareest in thecause of Christ.
You become sensible of the immense advantage of atten-
dants who do their work con amore.  You see what a power
they have to attrac? and attach the people, to tum occasional
visitors into Aabitues, tomake them feel among friends—at
heme—Ubreathing an atmosphere of kindness. OF course,
they have sometimes 2 good deal to hear,  Men biought 1a
for the first time by their comrades will very lkely feel
hound to object to cverything, and to contrast the faré pro-
vided for them with thet of the o' public-house, It makes
a great difference whether the attendant is sharp and sulky
under their chaff, or good-humoured and cheesful, Good-
natured parrying of thrusts—giving as good as they get—but
with good-humour—goes a great way in conciliating people.
““How s it you get on so well 2” we once asked a very suc-
cessful superintendent. ¢ I make up my mind to swaellowa

great deal,” was the reply. *“We bave a great deal of



