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LESSON 1IL

Jan. 13 ASA FAITHEUL TO HIS COD. 12 Chron. xiv.
1885. 1}-11

GOLDEN TEx? :-" LORD, it is nothing with thee
ta heip, whether witl' rany, or with them that have
no power. "-Verse I1r7

HOME STTJDIES.
M. 2 Chron. xiii 1-12..... Abijah succeeds Rehoboamn.
T. 2 Chran. xiii 13-22.. His victories over Israel.
W. Ps. cxv. 1-18 .... Foliy of idolatry.
Th. 2 Chron. xiv 1-i . .Asa faithful to bis God.
F. Ps. iii. 1-8.......... The Lord a Shield.
S. Ps. xx. 1-9 ......... Trust in the Lord.

S.Jer. x. 6-13...... !. .God's narne mighty.

HELPS TO STUDY.
Rehobaam died after a reign of seventeen years, and bis

son Abijah reigned in his stead. He was a warlike king,
brave in action, but iznperfect ini service. He proposed to
himself ta re-estabiish bis dominion over the ten tribes ; and,
backed by a military force Of 400,000 chosen men, he marched
into the dominion ofJeroboam, and stationed himself onMount
Zemaraim, in the mountainous region af Ephraim. Ilere he
was met by Jeroboam, who could muster 8oo,ooo warriors.
Abijah, after the frequent manner of the East, made a
haughty harangue ta Jeroboam and bis army. But, while
he was talking, the wily jeraboain was acting, and flanked
Abijah's army with an ambush from behind. The judahites
raised a cry of dismay and a prayer ta God ; the priests
sounded their silver trumpets; and with a shaut the army of
Judah rushed upon Israel, and utteriy defeated them. It is
said that they slew 500,ooo men.. After Abijah's short reign
of three years, Asa, his son, reigned in his stead. HiÉ
name means '« physician, " singularly apprapriate ta one who
was the healer of bis country's ilîs. Our lesson brings Asa
before us as an example of

I. THOROUGu REFORM: verses 1-5. He did that which
was good and right in the eyes of the Lord. Deut. vi.
18 ; James i. 22 ; Ps. xxv. 12.

To realize the Divine Presence continually with us is the
best safeguard. " He wh? sees Vpon himself God's eyes
wili not stray far from God s ways.'

He took away the altars of the strange gods : Deut.
vii. 5; Ezek. xiv. 6; Acts xiv. 15. Ever since Solomon's
decline idolatry had flourished. Asa strikes at the root af
the evil, by destroying everwhere its outward symbols and
instruments. (Note i,) He removes temptations out of the
way ai the people. This is stili the duty of rulers, for in-
stance, in regard ta the evil of strang drink.

Commanded Judah to seek the Lord: Isa. viii. 19;
Amos v. 6; Jer. xxix. 13. It is not enough ta remove temp-
tation ; instruction in the way of righteousness must be given.

The goal o/ail tria leading is God. No human guide can
be follawed wholly. Asa sinned in bis aid age, but bis pea.
pie were safe if they obeyed bis command " 1ta seek the Lord. "

The kingdomn was quiet before himn, there was neither
invasion frorm abroad nar strife at home. Here was a grand
apportunity, and the king improves it and sets us an example

of I. EARNEST WORK: verses 6-8.* ' He urges upon the
people their oppartunity. The land had rest. The land
is yet before us. The way ta avaid danger is ta make pre.
paration for it. -"Walk wbiie ye bave the light :" John ix.
4; xii. 35- He recognizes God's hand in their opportunity.
It was the Lord who had given him rest on every side.
Israel, an the north, was too closeiy absorbed in civil strife
ta trouble otbers ; Egypt was as yet restrained. But the
king further traces God s gift ta the peaple's penitent return
ftomn their idols. Because we bave sought the Lord.
Godliness is the only fountain of natianal peace and pros-
perity. God does acknawledge and biess the people that
seek Him.

Therefafe, let us build.-Industry and religion go hand
in hand. Faith stimulates ta activity. Sa fenced cities
were built, and the armny orgnized andt equipped.. Judah
furnishes the spearmeri, and~ enjamin the archers. God's
warfare requires the varied weapons and abilities of every
Christian soldier.

Asa's preparations were not made any too soan. Nat
only the strengtb ai bis cities and valour of his army, but bis
faith is now put ta the test.

III. FAITH AND PRAYER: Verses 9-11.
Anather Egyptian invasion threatens the land. Kiag

Sbishak bad entered Jerusalemn in triumph, and carried away
the treasures of Solomnon's temple. Then he had returned
ta Egypt, and caused his expeditian ta be commemorated
upon the walls ai the great temple at Karnak, littie thiaking
with what eager interest that inscription would be deciphered
2,800 years afterward, as iiiustrating the truth ai the sacred
books of the nation he bad despailed ! No wonder his
successor (as is supposed), (Note 2) Zerah, the Ethiopian,
was fired witb emulation, and resoived ta see wbat he cauld
gept out ai so rich a city asq the capital af Judah.

nation rested not on strong faundatians, it were egregiami
presuimption ; but, i il were well fouaded, it was faith.

Asa's victary was the vict'ory o/faith. z John v.4. Thi
practical question, therefore, is How may we acquire thi
faitb ?

But is this a practicai question? Docs it concern us an(
aur Sabbatb schalars? To show liem thal il does is ant
chief task before the teacimer in this lesson. Now every ant
ai them bas most real enemies. First, Timere are the temp
ters ta evil, whether it be bad companions, or lime carrup,
tendencies ai their awa hears-in either case directed b'
the great enemy oi souls. Secondiy, There are the influ.
ences Ibal iinder any disposition la them ta do rigbî, an3
persistence in good resolutions and boly plans, the forma.
lion ai any good habits. A lad whose heart is ta samc
extent touched by religion may resisl many temptatians 1<
actual sin, and yet be may yield ta the iess obviaus lempta.
lion la timidiîy or weariness or discontent in the active ser.
vice ai God. These are aur Shishaks and aur Zerabs : bow
shahl we meet them?

Let us meel them as Asa met Zerah.
1. lie did not underrate bis eaemy's strength, or overrate

bis own. The whaie tane ai bis prayer la v. m11 implies that
hie feit as Jebashaphat did aiîerward before lime Moabite:
and Ammonites, "We have no might agaiast Ibis great
company that cometh against us." (Chap. xx. 12.)

2. Yet lie bad no intention of submitting. He meant to
fig-ht. He "Iwent out against hlmn andi set the battle in
-array." How few ai us do liaI! Haw ready we are to
yield ta lemplalion, and Iben excuse aurselves because the
adversary -vas sa strang, witbaut testing bis slrengtm by
striking a single blow !

3. And then, not in lnzy despandency, but la cheerful
courage, ime laid il ail befare God. It is, indeed, a beautiful
combination ai prayer and effort, ai resalve and trust, limat
we have la the eleventh verse. " We rest an tbee"-and,
Iherefore, sit stili? Nay, but "la timy name we go againsi
Ibis multitude."

That is true faitim. Once more, how ana we gel 1h?
Does nat lime very fact limaI Asa bad il, and Rebaboamn had
il nal, suggest lime aaswer ? It cornes o/ a perfect heart. Not
a siniless heart, but a sincere heart ; a hearî really sel upon
serving God, notwithsîandiag ahi weakness and alrbeselting
smn. Paul could say, " Whose I am, and wham I1
serve:" and because lie could say that trutimfully, hie cauld
trust God even in the sinking sbip.

The wavering, uncertala, half-hearted Christian b as no
real sense ai God's love, tberefare no faiîh la lis presence
and help, tierefore na strength against spiritual foes. But
enist under Cbrist's banner, put on lime whale armor af
God, take the sbield ai faiîb, and then we shah be able ta
withstand in the evil day, and, bhsving done al, la stand.

FOR THE LITTLE ONES.

How many ai you would like ta bave me rend one thing
from lime Bible abaut Asa? (V. 2.) "Asa did that whicb
was gaod and rigimî in the sight ai the Lord." Would
you like ta know just what gaad Ihings Asa did ? I wil
ieip you ta know. Some ai Asa's people warshipped idols
iasîead af the true God. What do you tbink Asa did?
"Made îhem stop." (Teacher rends v. 3 and 4-) Naw
who can tel me whal King Asa did limaI was gaad and right
in lime sigiml ai the Lord?

Let Us go back and think about King Rehaboamn a ma-
ment. Did be command lime people ta obey Gad's law?
Did be obey il 'himself? Wben Kiag Siishak with bis
migimîy hast came up la figimt against Rehoboam, wbat did
Gad say? " Ye bave forsaken me, and therefore have I also
left you lanlime haad ai Shishak. " Then came a king and
bis mighty hast ta llght againsl Asa; wauld Gad say ta Asa,
I have left you la bis hand? Why net?

Whea King Asa saw lime great nrmy gaîieriag la figiml
hlm, he began la pray la God: Help us O Lord, aur God,
for we rest on Timee, and ia Thy nane, we go against Ibis
greal multitude. Whea lime battle came, what do you think
God did? Helped tbem. Ves. God made King Asa and
bis men very strong and lhey won the victary. l'ime enemy
ra wiile Asa and bis soldiers cbased them, aad they îhrew
nway Iheir cloîhes, and faad and treasures. Asa anadbis
men picked up these and took timem for their awn, andti ook
their sieep and caIlle also. Why was Asa vicloriaus? Why
was Reioboamn deieated? What did obedience ta Goti
bring ta Asa? God's help.

If yau had la figimt a greal giant, wbal wouid you da?
Pray ta God ta belp me. Well 1 there are giants, many ai
tbern for yau la fight; the gant Iltemper la ane. If lie
conquers you, lie will twist your face intobaleful wrinkies,
and twist ail you do inoa atefli ways.

There is the giant Selfisimness'; if lie conqu(ýrs yc a, be iii
amake you lave yourseif better than anybady else. Yes,
even belter than you love God.

Timere is lime giant Intempernce, if you let hlm conquer
yau, lie will make drunkards ai you aad take away al
your happiness on earlim and lanieaven. There are aImer
giants, 11tea tbousand " ai îhem, limaI I migimt tell you about
wima will surely came up la figiml against yau. I am pretty
sure some ai timem will came la-morraw if nat ta-day. They
wili Iry la every way Ihey can ta make you love lime evil and
bale lime good. Do you nal know wba la their King?
Satan. Wbat wmhl you do la gel lime victory aver Satan and
bis hast? Let us repent togetber Asa's prayer: 'lHelp us,
0 Lord God, for we rest in Thee, an d in Thy narne
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s Zerab was prabably Usarken Il., faurth king ai the 22nd
dyaasty of Egypt, who began ta reign about the samne time

ie as Asa. Usarken may have been by birth an Ethiapian, for
s he was the sou-in-law, rxt the son, ai the preceding mon-

arche and reigned in right of his wife.
ýd Zephathah at Mareshah. Mareshah means "place nt
te the b ead or top," and Zephathah, " vale ai the watch tawer. "
te A deep valley near the site ai Mareshah, running down to

Beit Jibrin (Eleutheropalis), and thence miat the plain ai
)t Philistia. Mareshah is a city ln the law cauntry of Judal;,
,y twenty-five miles south-west af Jerusalem.

L. WHERE IS OUR CHARITYl
e Is il not mast lamentably clear that LOVE is the most

0 wanting ai ail the Christian graces, where we sbould have
expected ta sec il enthroned in majesty and ruling ln power
-1 mena in the Christian Church? Wbat do we see la~'Christendon)? A vast camplication of ecclesiastical ma-
chinery, churches established, and churches uaestablished;

e a vast accumulation oi doctrines ta be believed, duties ta be
perfarmed, and rites ta bc abserved ; a vast array ai Biblicai
learning and criticism, in which every word la examined,

't weighed, and defined. We have creeds, confessions, litur-gies, prayer-books, catecbisms, and farmis ai faith and dis-
cipline. We have bishops, priests, pastors, and teachers.
We have councils, convocations, synads, conferenccy, s
sembles, and other ecciesiastical bodies, without nmm.i iic r.D Wé have commentaries, reviews, magazines, religion. icss
papers, and journals ai ail kinds, and tbausands upon thau-
sands ai religiaus books, fram lime four-page tract ta the
quarta volume. We have cathedrais, churches, and schools
-in short, a wandrous and complicated mass ai mLans, in.

t strumentalities, and agencies-but WHERE is oua. CHAR.
ITV, witbout wbich ail these lhiags are but as sounding
brass and a tinkling cymbal ? Wbere is that love whicb is

t mare excellent la the sight ai Gad, nat anly tban ail aur
? natural eadownieats, but than ail aur spiritual gifla ? Where
1 is that love which suffereth long, and is kind even tu thbDsc
t wbo are unkind ta us, which seeketb not her awn, which
1 tbînketh no evil, but rejaiceîh in the trutb-tbat lave whicb
*believeth ail things ta the credit ai others, and wbicb cov.

ereth, witb ils mantie, ail things that are faulty-îhat love
wbicbhapeth wbere there is no evidence ta convict, and
which, for the sake ai others, cheerfully eaduretb ail Ihings
in the way ai labour, sacrifice, and seif-denial ?

* "T-DA Y IF YE WZLL BUT HEAR HIS VOICI2.

Haw simple and how mighty an argument is here ta per.
suade yau ta turn ta God this day. This day we hold out ta
you ail the beneits ta bc found in Cbrist-forgiveness thraugh
his blood--acceptance tbrough bis rigbteousness-sanctifica.
tion by bis Spirit. Reject them, and yau add not only an.~
ather act ai sin ta the burden ai your guilt, but you add
another bardening crust ta your impenetrable heart. 7Vii
day refuse Christ, and by ail buman' calculation, you will
more-sureiy rciuse him the next day; so that, withaut at ail
meaning ta question the savereignty ai the Spirit aif(3od,
who worketh whensoever and on whomsoever it pleaseth
hlm, the only conclusion that any reasonable man has a right
ta came ta, la, thal this day, ai ail days between this and
judgmenî, is the best and likeliesî far your conversion; and
yaur dying day-tbat sad season ai tossings and heavings,
before the spirit is tara iroi is earîbly tenemen-is, lanai
human calculation, time worst day ai your lufe for turning
unto Gad. Wben the minister ai Christ pulls aside lthe
curtamas ai yaur bed, ta speak the word ai Jesus Christ, the
car that for a whaie lifetime has beard the glad message ai
salvation ail unmaved, will, in that hour, %car as if it did
not hear: The heart that bas so long turned aside time edgc
ai lime Word ai Lufe, will then be like the nether mili-stone.
" 7o-dayý, then, if ye will hear His voice, hardea not youm'
heart.' -Mc Cheyne.

DIVINE TEA CHINC.

Bishop Jewell, in bis defence ai bis Apology, well oh>-
serves :-"As time Scriptures were written by the Spir'it ai
Gad, sa must they be expaunded by the samne; for witmom t
the Spirit we have ieither cars ta bear, nor eyes ta see. t
is the Spirit that opens, and na man shuts; the saine shuits,
and no man opens. The samne Spirit prepared and opencd
the beart ai Lydia, Ihat she should give car ta and considcr
the things that were spoken by Paul. In respect afi hr
Spirit, the Prophet Isaiah says, 'Tmey shah be al îaughi of
God.'

EVERY tbing la the Iast few years bas shown us, that a
deeper tone ai divine truth la ail who profess ta hold Ihat
trulh, is needed ta meet the grawing corruption ai religion.
and the iafidelity and lawlessness wbicb casts off ail religion.
God's own ligiml, as given us in Jus Word, must bc mare and
mare aur guide thraugh the darkness aad coaflicîs ai these
days. We are assured also, that " wen the enimy shall
came ln like a flood, the spirit ai the Lord shall'lift up a
standard aganat hlm."l We may expect, therefore, fr's-,h
lruîh ta shine aut iromn the Sacred Volume. The word of 1 -a-
phecy in general, and especially the hope ai tbe Lord~s (.
iag, is as a " ligiht shiniagy inaà dark place. "-Rev. E. j,-k-


