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THE STAMFORD BULL-RUNNING.

In the eastern part of England,
on the border where Lincolnshire
meets Northamptonshire, stands
the quaint old town of Stamford.
It stands on some rising ground,
overlooking low flat meadows,and
boasts two or three steeples which
are admired by church architects.
It is, indeed, an old town, for it
was in existence in the reign of

King Join, who came td theBng-!

lish throne in the year 119p..a3g.
who much against his will'g: -2 to
the English nation tié Patdoiis”
document known as MagnaCharta,.
Of his own free will mg:b?ohn
signed and gave to the citiZfs of
Stamford, another charter of an
entirely different nature, which,
without a doubt, the world has
heard littie atout.

King John was staying at Stam-
ford, and one day, being Rresuing,
ably much bored by the wast of
excitement in that quiet:3t8wn; he:
was looking out of the win ta.
see what was to bé ‘sgeenj.‘al”,%z ili'{?
he caught sight o6'somethlag ffor,:
in the langunage of the ok cbtr{m.
iclers, “He was niyghtlie dyverted
bye watchynge ye antics offe cer-
taine menne aad boyes chasynge a
bulle inne ye lowe meadows bye
ve rivere.” The chase lasted so
long, and was attended by such
moving iocidents by 5@0({5:%&51,
field.that it gave the English™irion-
arch the liveliest satisfaettod, zud
e decided that nothi ®as, 50,
calculated to make ped) g happy’
as a good bull-chase. -difishting]
therefore, to confer this happipess
on his loyal subjectsof the toWwh ot
Stamford, he had a charter drawn
up and signed.by which the mayor
acd aldermen or town-councilmen
of the town of Stamford were
bound to furpish annually a bull,
which should be chased all up.and.
down the streets of Stamford-dua"
certain day in the year,bygiisbose’
who were anxious to engage in the,
sport. It is unnecessary¢t%® $af-
that the diversion be‘f;gaze; Nery
popular, being calculated tc satisfy
the aspirations of ail theX¥teeet'2br-

2 fYom"ed€ Uhditée to

ner men and noisy boys, whilst,
being under royal patronage, the
more respectable people of the
town could join in it without any
loss of dignity. Thue occasion fur-
nished an annual holiday to every-
body, and those who were active
enough to chase the bull, conid
look on from some xafe coign of
vantage. The shops, of couise,

were closed, and the streets clear-

ed of children ang females, as an
tifuriate® bul was not a safe ani-
;.malto magt inja-somewhat narrow
street. Pcople .who had any
OerraadsWéidaliGhem out, would
Sisten. topheanipTwhat part of the

town the uproar was, and then run
the other
through such streets as were safe.
Sometimes, however, the bull
would come charging unexpected-
ly round a coruer, and many were
the narrow escapes by rununing
iptoshonses.and y1p narrow entries.
Sometimes tﬁere, Were bold rescues
wyd-na8 gy e- supposed, there
were somelimes.ppportunities for
‘brave champions to protect or save
tirosanst the it séx who ventured
to, make sortigs, and got cornered.

“On""one occasion, a lady was
being carried along a streetina
Sedan-chair, when the bull made
his appearance. The bearers
promptly set down the Sedan-
chair and saved themselves
g e a) The bull com-
?gg}%gpg:g t%g] e‘gg‘m chair knocked
isuver agdrtumbid it about with
,q;s{;bgms,, u gs;-the lady _1nside
‘very Wisély staid fo, and did not
:attelnpk stoigetH out, she escaped
with a.shakipg ur and a fright,
‘gﬁi}’%‘aigsbn?e%ﬁih% like the kernel
inside of a nut, and the bull could
not crack the shell to get at her.
On another occasion a man was
chased by the bull,and ran straight
in front of him. The bull was close
behind, aud almgst touchiog him,
But-dotild no? au?tse catch him,their
1flagez betrign saleven.
, (;:)oul_q feel

The man
the ,bull’'s horns just
. &d-the ctreet was a
-blipd ofteunclosed at the end by a

air of large wgpoden doors. As
ItRey° Neéared>W¥ doors, the bull



