
TUE STAMFORD BIILL-RUNINING.

In the eastern part of England,
on the border where Lincolushire
meets Nortbamptonsbire. stands
the quaint old town of Stainford.
It stands on some rising ground,
overlooking low flat meadows,and
boasts two or three steeples which
are admired by cburch architects.
Lt is, indeed, an old town, for it
was in existence in the reign of
King John, who came tô: thèEng-'
lish throne in tbe eçig
Who much against bis 'Wxll gý :a to
the Englisb nation tlié'?aîlfotiý-
document knownaM aÇ
0f bis own free wil Iiug John
signed and gave to the citiïeb< of
Staniford, another charter of an
entirely different nature. wbich,
witbout a doubt, the world bas
heard littie about.

King John was staying at Stam-
ford, and one day. being 1?rqu ie,,
ably much bored by tbe want o?
excitenient in that quie:-tgnî lie.
was looking out qÇ,Xýe rjbg z .q
see wbat was to be ýeen.' Luc lly,
he caugbt sigbt o6-mhlg,t;Pr.:
in the language oý,tbe q%. ehf n -
iclers, "He was ffi fi dyverted
bye watcbynge ye antics offe cer-
taine menue and boyes chasynge a
bulle mune ye lowe meadows bye
ye rivere." The dbase lasted so
long, and wvas attended by such
lnoving incidents by ~9o~d
ffield.tbat it gave the Englis&tmoni-
arch tbe liveliest satisfa«ioii, aud
lie decided that nctbi yas,, j?
calculated to make pecl happ~y
as a good buli-chase. .-4iirng$
therefore. to con fer tbis ba!,p.ip55
on bis loyal rubjectsof thefb"6
Staniford, lie had a charter drawn
up and signed,by wbicb the mayor
and aldermen or town-councilmen
of tlie town of Staniford were
bound to furnisb annually a bull.
wbhicli should be clîased aIl u~pand-
down the streets of Stamfdrdý'dn i-
certain day in tle yearby-jallbgze
who %were anxious to enga e in t.he,
sport. It is unnece ;sar '~t6 ïa9
that the diversion beçgote, 'w
popularbeing calculatèd te satisfy
the asp)irations of aIl thfle0Htr-

ner men and noisy boys. wliilst.
being under royal patronage. the
more respectable people of the
town could join ini it without any
loss of dignity. Tue occasion ftir.
nishied an annual lio5day to every-
body, and those whlo wvere active
enough to chase the buill, could
look on froni sorte sale coignocf
vantage. The shops. of coulise,
were closed. and thxe streets clear-
ed of childreri and fernales, as au
î if uli'aîbWas flot a safe auj-

...maL1 to fflÊt,in4rSomewhat narrow
Street . People who had any

errds'~kll!Il4rnout, would
-tP0aC.9-t9à!a4lTwhat part of the
town the uproar %,yas, and then run
f-YoÈ-"efê "hbé-e- to the other
tbrougb such streets as, %ere safe.
Sonietimes, bowever, the bull
would corne cbarging unexpected-
ly round a corner, and many wvere
the narrow escapes by running

PQIsqn4jip narrow entries.
Soxneîxres the'?e vere bold rescues
efd;ra§ *ftPý 1é-_supposed. there

onjý3!Eçspportuniies for
*brave clihan pions t0 proteet or save

tosèn§t gife Wi1sëx who ventured
tgl,&tfý." got cornered.

On one occasion, a lady wvas
being carried along a street in a
Sedan-chiair. when the bull made
bis appearance. The bearers
promptly set down the Sedan-
cbair and saved theniselves

a t eh.y 1ý The bull coin-
il g up tb t e m fin chair knocked
itriiee ant'tumblRd it about wviîl

iqt~s,, a 7 .tîelady inside
Vtf ý "él gt M Iu. and did flot

:atteii2pb itoget 3uit, she escaped

"P lalsio g UF and a frigbt.

inside of a nult. and the bull could
flot crack the shell to gel at lier.
On anuther occasion a man %vas
cbased by the bull.and ran straight
in fr-ont of him. The bull was close
bebind, and alnpçqst touching bim,
iuo;cîdd'o? ýyte ca tch hix.their

jpgg:Jbeùgj si -zeven. The man
could feel tlie ,bull's horns just

!%éliff eà â9die street was a
~~ at the enid by a

pawir of4 large ao~den doors. As
y$~e~ cýaý ,dors, the bull

Mi-& "G 11001-zwood ne-,riemm.


