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envelope he had, wlh,1îI w&us mailed froni Whycocomiagh, C. B3., February 29th,
1860, with a pair of -'. stamps witn the figure 10 surcharged on each, but a-9 ini
my owvn case thore was noeother caneellation on them. This envelope is illus-
trated in number one of plate. Mr. Crane's tiieory is,that as tle curreneyw~as
changred to 8 anid ets. in the hegrinningy of 18,50, and that as 6d. was then
worth only 10c., that the postmaster at Whycocornaghl put it on the 6d.
stamps to shew that lie sold thein foi, that price. if this wvas the case 1l
should think more woul<l be found, and until then I wvill continue to believe
that this surcharge was only an accidentai cancellation, althougrh in support
of Mr. Crane's argumnent there is a figture tive a1ongsidle of rny own 3d.
stamp, iIhxstrated. IL seenis, hiowever, a singrular coincidence that his ani
mine should Ube mailed at almiost the saine (lates, Mr. Crane's being îu iailed
at Whyeocomnaglî, 1860. Another inanncr in which those staruips are likely
to be thus overprinted is this, in 1854 there w-as a ne'v postai Lircaty
arranged betwveen thje ITnitel 'States anîd Nova Scotia, one of the a(yreeients
()f wvhich wvas: that thc' rate sliould be 3d. per .ý ounce andl tliat ail prcpnid
letters sent 1Uv 'Nova Scotia to tUe United1 States Sl)oull Uc stapc o the
face of thein, " p:'id 5 cents," the equal in U. S. currcncy to 3d., or 10 cents
if it xvas a double rate. Thlîis may have been occasionally striuck on the
stamip acci<lentally and wvoul(l thus inake a surcharge, I have nvefseen
an envelope iii w'hichi the cdge of the paid stainp lias i)lisse. the .3d. stamp
by only a liai rsbread th. Soînie of the surcharges liave no dloubt originated
in this inauxier.

'l'le provisional. sta'îîps of Nova Scotia are the split ones, of whieh
only one value the 3d1. -was auithorized to Uc so tised, andl that for

spucifie pui*po-se, viz, to allow the rate of postage to (Jreat Britain, 71d.,
to be made up). This cutting of the 3d. wvas authorized by the Post Master
Generai, as in his report for 18-53 lie saVs, " To reniedy to soiw 2xtent the
serious inconveni-ýnce said to Uc expcî'ienced by m cht anu others in
consequence of the re bcing no secven and one half-penny eurrency postage
stamips, by whichi parties wl'ho feel desirous could thusi prepay their letters
to Engrland, and iîot wi.shing to put tFe province to any fui; tUer expense
in h)aving anotlier " dIie " prepared, I con-si(lered it ixpedliet to M,-low haif
stanips to be used with those nowv inii u, to obviate the want of acconioda-
tion coînplained of, anîd a circuflar wa!3 accordingly forwariled to mvy deputies,
and a notice issued. to Thec public to the effcect thait letters could Uc- prepaid
to England hy statnps,, Uv partie4 usingr a six pence or twvo thiree penny
stainps together wvi tii blf ci threc' penny stampq. Thie thrcee penny stamp to
be cut diagronally, and the liaLY to be equivalent to 141. The thîree penny
stamnp atone to be used for that pur-pose." iBotii types of those provisionals
arec illustrated on fAie plate. Numiiber five is froîîî my owvn collection and
she-ws the 7ýd. co;nposed of tw-o three penny and a cut orie, nui-ber seven
15s in Mr. F. C. Kave's collection and thioug it a notnteybe u
franm the envelope, it has a good mnargrin and shîews the 1. iîn conibina'ion
w'ith the eut I3d.

0f the unauthorized split stainps, I have met iit fi-e varieties,
number three of plate is the 6d. eut diagonally and used as tIîree,
pence, number four is also 6d. but eut perpendieuiarly, an extremely rare


