David might have heord of the preparations
for & sacrifice of more than ordinary selemnity,
or perhaps ho might be at some distant post
with his charge ; but at all events he was not
deemed of suticient consequence to be recalled
from his occupation to take lus place among
his brethren, unul a special acd urgent mes.
sage was sent by Sawmuel, refusing to sit down
to the feast, until he appeared.
hastly from the field, he entered the presence
of the Prophet, his beautiful countenance ani-
mated by the ruddy glow of health. The
secret pleasure which filled the Praphet as he
gazed vpon him, was rendered more intcnse by
the inward assurance of the Lord,that now His
miesion was fulfilled ; that the chosen one, the
man after God's own heart, stood befure him.
To the astunishment equally of the youthful
David and lus family, Samuel anointed him
in the midst of his brethren.  Itis not probable
that the whole of God’ purpose with rcgard
hun was sade known to David, but
this much he knew, he was to accomplish
some great and glonious destiny.  He returns
to wait the further develupment of God’s plans
in the simple pureuit of lus usual oecupation,
But again his reveries are disturbed, his soli.
tude invaded by a second summons ; this time
it is a messenger from Saul, the king. The
fame of David, as the swect singer of Israel,
had reached the dhrs of Saul; he secks to as-
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to

suage the restlessness of a remnorseless con-
science by the soothing melodies of David’s
harp, aud our shepherda buy becoines the fa-
vorite comuanion of royalty.  But the simpir-
city of David seems 1o have withstood the
temptation of a court, and in ius release from
attendance upon Saul, he returned to feed his
father's sheep ut Bethlehem.  When he again
yuits hos favorite haunts, it 18 to seek not the

court but the camp.  Sent to bring tidings of

s brethrea, he 1s astonshied at the apathy

and ungodlicess wineh pervade the lsraelitish
camp. Ile buras to tuke away the reproach
from Israch, aud by the eye of faith sees m

i the uneircumcsed Pinlistines, who defied the

. armies of the lng God. a foe not more for-

muduble then tie on and the besr which he
slew.  His request, strange and foul-hardy as

it appeared, 18 granted; wnd arrayed not in

t the costly armour and brilliant array of Saul,
© but i hs simple shepherd's dress, us staftand
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sling his only armour, he goes forth; the |
smooth stone from the brook is cast from the !
»hing, and not at a venture ; its aim is true;
the giant is overtinown ; and David's faith re.
mains tnumphant. '

(To be-continued.)

Friendly Hints to Teachers, Parents,
and Children.

The vast importance of training up the
risamg race in the way they should g, is my
apology for giving the following advice.

Having for morethan 1y years attempted
to teach, I trust, that I v, without giving
offences make a few remarks upon a gubject |
of great importance. t

“The prosperity of the Chureh and State i’
depends upon the proper training of the ns. l
ing 1ace.

Divine wisdom must be sought daily by
every teacher and parent; therefore, every !
school and private family, should be opened
and closed with a shott prayer The Lord’s |
prayer, being a part of the holy volume, '
might be repeated without giving offenco.
This, with other portions of the Bible, ought -
10 be repeated in every school and family. ;
"t'o recite a few verses of the Holy Scriptures, .
in cvery school and private family, dnily‘:
would tend greatly to improve the mind and
strengthen the memory.

‘The children, in the Bethel echool, in Queen
Street, have long been accustomed to this
usefui exercise; and 1 do most respectfully
recommend it in all schools and families.

Un my lale journey to the west, I have
addressed upwards of a hundred schools, in
all which I have earnestly recommended 1he
above plan, with the Saviour’s rule rec i
in Mat. vii. 12; alco, Paul’s advice toWO0K]
who ¥as about to destroy himself, viz., **
thyseli no harm.”  These short rules,
abeyed by all .he population would save
thotsands of lives and millions of pounds an-
nually.

That ail ministers of religion, parents, and
teachers. may exerc themseives to promote
fempriance and pure religic,: is the respectivt
request of their humble servant,

THapDEUS (sGoOD.
Montreal, August 27, 1851.



