
TH.E ONTÂIPIO FARMER.
our nioney, and that in foreign couantries they hadj
been raieed for centurie&as a sourceof profit. They
are ail fond of the seeds of weeds and many wild
plants, and are most ludustrious workers in de-
vouring thern. It is in search of sucli seeds that
they are seen alighting In the fields at ail seasous
of the year, as well wvben no winter grain is ripen-
ing ae wvhen it is. They thus do tho fariner a
great service in keoping bis fields clean, by pre-
venting an increase of weedsý

No matter at what time of year a pigeon's crop
zuay bco pened, it wifl 1bo found te contain at least
cight turnes as mucli of the iseoda of Woods as of
wheat, or ryc, or corn, or other grains. It is also
very remarkable, that the grains thus taken fromn
tho fields aie defective one. Thcy take only the
worthless seeds. For these rossons these birds
sbould bo regarded as the best wvecders that a far-
mer cau employ; for whilc lie niercly chopa up tho
weed, often Nvhen i t ia so -%vell growvn that it ripons
its seeda on tho groun,-d where lie niay have left it,
the pigeons corne along and inace cloan worlc by
cating thers. The fariner -removos merely thc
'weeds, but the pigeons remove the cause of them.

Auy one Who ha.3 kcpt these birds on bis pre-
mises must have noticed how fond they are of
pecking among the rubbish ivhich la thrown out
trora a baru-floor after threshing wheat or other
grain. They wvill aoarch there, for many days to-
gether, hunting out the shrivelled grains, the
poppy-seds and cookle, sud other pesta of the
farni, thua getting many a good meal! froin soods
that barn-yard fowls nover condescend te pick up.
M'lien the latter get into a gardon, they scratch and
tear up everything, as though they wvere scratching
fer a wager; but a pigeon is better bred by nature,
-hie nover scratchJs; hence lie disturbs ne seeds
the gardener may have planted. When lic gets
into the gardon, it la either to get a nihble at the
pea-vines or the beaus, as li l extravagantly fond
of both, or to seardli for weeds.

This fondness of tlic pigeon tribe for szods of
plants injurieus te the farin is mudli botter known
in Europe -Lhan with us. At eue turne, in certain
districts of France, wliz large uumhers of pigeons
bad bocu kept, tliey were uoarly ail kiiled off.
These districts had'bcen fanieus for the fine, dlean
sud excellent quality of the ivîcat raised within
thein. But vory soon after the number of pigeons
bad boon reduced, tho land became overge,7wn wltli
wceds that clioked the crepa. Tho straw, in con-
sequence, grew thin sud weak, wvbile the grain it'as
se, dé*ficient ia plumpness aud weight as to, render
itunfit for ièed. Every fariner rcniarked the dif-
fêeece whein the districts bad plenty of pigeons
and wheu tlieyliad ouly a-few. The people there-
fore ýrcturucd te pigeeu-h-eoping. Evcry1 laudiord,

in reutiug bis fari, requi.red bis tenants to build a
pigeon-lieuse or dove-cot, in order te ineure crops.
Many of theso wcre very expensive structures. It
bas been further observed ini other districts lu
France, tînt where pigeons are niost abundant
there the wbeat-fields are niost productive, and tînt
tliey never touch seed whidli bas been rolled ia
lime.

The defence of this beautifal doinestie blrd wbidh
Unclo Benny thus mnade in repiy te Mr. Spangkr's
objections quito disarmed him; for ho bad great
respect for tlic old man's superior knowledgo; and
as it appeared the pigeons would net only do ne
harm, but would really bc likely te do inucl goôd,
ho conseuted te ail fIat wvas required ,-the beys
should have piga, fowvls, aud pigeons, and two acres
of ground on wbicli te raise their food.

This extraordinary concession n'as made juat
before Christmnas. It took the boys sc, by suiprise
aud thoy were s0 excifcd by flic prospect before
tbeni, that, after going te bcd> they talked it over
during haif thc niglit. Tliey bad net been mucli
used te recoiving Christmas preseuts, but if tbey
lad, aud bad non' been overlooh-cd, fIey'would net
have missed theux. Tony's gratification n'as se
lively thiat if gave a different turn te bis thougît'hs
Hoe forgot ail about n'f.nfing te try bis luclc ia fhe
city, sud a now ambition sprung up te romain on
the fanm. A motive had been crcatod, a Stimulant
hiad en set before bum; flore n'as a prospect ef
has doing sornething ho had long desired,...make a
beginunsg

Farmors do net undorstand tho value te thêm-
selves, or tIc importance te their boys, of little
concessions like these. Tliey are fIe surofes -
cios for dcvelopiing the seîf-reliance of a boy.
Whcn working for hiniscîf. labor bocomes pastime,
-if la siwcctoncd by the hope of reward. Lessons
set before tIe mind under such cîrcumatances be.
corne indelibly impressed upon it, for persenal
oxporience is the best teacher of ail. The Iirin,
instead of bing an object of aversion, becomes oe
of prelèrence. The boy's treasure boing thera,
there aise wiil bis licant bc feund. Yet fhIs sim-.
pie procesa for. irnbuing lim n'ith a fouduosa for
rural lifo, sud of n'cauing lim froni bis undefined
longings aftcr tho trials> the bazarda, aud tIe dis-
appointmcuts insoparablo froin venuning ou a life
ia tIc city> la se generally-uegloctcd as te btcomo
tIc fruitful cause of numberloas desertions of thé
country homestead.

As Christms is cvcrywhore a holiday, se it wvas
on the SpeZngler farma. The boys> exuberant aud
gleeful, n'ero ia ecatacies n'bea Unele Bcnuy f old
thora lie lntcadcd fhey sliould go. nith lira te,
Treuton, soc the siglits, sud look after pigs atnd
pigeons. That eity n'as but a fen' miles away.
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