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4 LM~~~' If there is one thing more than another
ehltSUJADRI. that we Oanndians pride ourselves upon it is
I~ te opiioronationîal systenof education-especi-

?rov'iic is concernied. For anyone to venture to
tiiet ue educational systemn of Ontario, is at once to

"ehiniseîf flot only to the finest description of fine scorn,
0 the finest description of fine abuse. Therefore, for a
I lnprnt meruber of Her Majesty's loyal Opposition in the

pl ac - arliamnent of this flourishing Province, to rise in his
4eInteHouse and boldly remau-k that, perhaps, the very

M 'stj wistloi was usot shown in thei distribution of the
4etionat f und ; tluat, at the experuse of the State, Ontar-io>4% tfu

gt~ rung~ out too inany professional nien, and that the
Iý. najority of these men were not drawn fron> the Iower

5but fromn the ranks tîuite capable of educating tbei-
IiIeIl '011s and daughters witluout taxiu the people generally

>ýht education. Jndeed, froni reading tluis gentlenman's
4 CI interesting speech, we are inclined to tbink that lie

lu'lost persuaded te, declaro tlîat the, State should con-
PrfltS attention to the public -schools and leave highier andi$ý USsinaleducation to priva te enterprise and the churclies.

4'aof course, be mistaken in oui- interpretation, but
It t'sax man who seoms to sec- straight, and to think clearly,
I1 aY presumne that we have isot bit very wvide of the mark,%t %Il. The fligh Scbools bave an average attendance of

10,798,; the public sehools an av erage atteîîdance of
253,94:3. The l-ili Scbiools receive over ninte dollars per
capita on titeir, average attendanc, whilst the public
schools receive but one dollar per capita. That is, tie
people of Ontario pay nine tinmes as much in proportion to
attendance for tlueir Iligu schools as they do foi- their pub-
lic sebools the sclîools wbicb alone are used by the great
mnass of the people. Add to this the fat endowmients in land
and nioîîey lavishied upon thîe Provincial University, and it
will be seen that the sumns taken froin the peopîle for the
purposes of higber education are of no mean proportions.
At present it tickles the car-s of the multitude to be told
that in this free and eniliglîtened Province an university
education is possible for il] alike ; that no distinction is
made between ricbi and poor. But by and-by the multitude
will awake to the fact tîtat an insignificanit fraction of their
number rendu even the Iligbi Schoo], to say notluing of the
University, and that they are contributing their hard-earned
dollars towards educating the families of the wvealthy. Thon
the multitude will rise up in wratb and mnake a fuss about
it,and the Ontario educational systeiï will forthwitb unidergo
somle vigorous and radical alterations. They will take care
to see that tho educational fund is bestowed on the commion
schools, and that those schools are properly equipped and
presided over hy comipetent masters. It is on elementary
ectucation that the State should concentrate its resources.
Only a limited numibor of people aftor ail] are fitted for
superior education. The limitations of nature inuust occa-
sionally be considered. To educate a man just enough to

ive himi a distaste foi' the farm or the life of the artizan, 15
neithor to promote the intorests of the State nor the inter-
ests of the individual hiniseif. The only result is to swell
thue already overcrowded ranks of thue clorks, and depopulate
the rural districts. But the lowliest in the land can at least
loarn to u'oad and write, and imbibe soute techuical instruc-
tions calculated to qualify him for somie useful trade or
occupation, and to have this done in the best and muost
thorough way is the logitimate business of the State.
Boyond a sound elenientary education it is not in
our opinion the province of the State to proceed. Lt is
obviously not the province of the State to train doctors and
lawyers and other professional men.

LABOUR Lt is to be regretted that the c]ass of
.JOURNÂLîSM. papers publislied in the interests of the

working people-papers which are of great
usefulness when wisely conducted - should s0 often faîl into
the hands of mon qualifled neither by sound principle
nor discreet understanding for their responsible and in-
fluontial office. If labouring people derive their notions
of things, social and political, fromn the labour journals
u'eceived by us it is not mnucb to ho wonidered at*if envy
and malice and al] uncharitableness should be founid smould-
ering in the breasts of the labourers. Tlie workingman has
no wariner friends than oui-selves, but we presume that he,
like other humani bein gs, lias duties to perform as well as
riglits to demand ;yet, of these duties we rend neyer a
word, whilst the ri-lits are writ large ail over thte page..
Most of the screeds of tliese papers would be uuîworthy thue
njotice of the educatcd were it not for the luarm tluey do to
the ignorant and foolish amiongst the class to which they
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