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LEAVES 1FROM A IROII T'S NOTE.'dOOK.

I.
If a man be bons more of in ass lisan a philosopher

it is Iiis miisforturte, but here thc incquiality shouid end,
for lie shouid be alliwed, equsaliy wvitli lus more endawzd
brother, both the righit to 1 aid his own opinion on any
matter, and also (shoult. se bc ablc to sectire ain auidi-
cncc) the privilcge of expressmng it, always rcmcin-
bcring that what may, bc ment for himi iay bc but

poison and thisties fur another. If yuc' arc a - itc%
mati," standing up front the ranks of obscturaty to state
yaur opinions for the first time. you miay aiwayt)s der:,
thieworst by coninicncingwitl " It secns ta sur-" XVith
titis preface one may open biis znouth boidly wîiti' words.
whlcthicr thev bc %vise or whlcthicr thcv, bc foolishi. lrom
here, as front a fortress or bchind a shieid, he nmay shoot
arrawvs whietiicr thcy bc blunt or 1cens ; or striding« boldly
int the midst of the foc, corne out wvith a %vho!l zkin.

IV.
Variousiy gifted, as ive ail arc, îvith both gIoocl and

cvii in us, the tiva aot fi:scd but inisgling. SIIoLIl we
not recognize howv we 'ach have given to usant individu-
ality, and, nioreover, hoiw, iii order ta anaintaisi that
individtuaiity, cvery mnan in Iiis dcaiings %witlî otliers,
should try to bc truc to himsclf-in ail th.1t is not
vicious-truc ta his own nature, feelings and convictions?
If trutli is manifold (I suppose it is, only luuinazdy

spai~,it is only because diffcrent minds sec clifferent
sies or faces7 of trutl:. To more than titis ive cannat
attain liere 'Man is not God. God only knoweth the
wbo': ; and ta us here, fui!l aiten, these inuist bc, as
job says, "but parte of 1lis ways" ta, us %vho sec so
littie and k-now lcss, to îvhoin liic is full ai probleims
which ivc cannot solhe and the world has a thousand
cries ai distress wvhich caianot be casv:.%d, so th-at oftcn,
whilc some are concluding this anid samte thiat, at best
wc can but go on blindly, as ivc sec], the stars. until that
which is perfect is carne. For obi,-er:c thaz if a mian
says hce cao sec bil: sies ai a thing, stillilie is unal'jc
ta combine tbcm; if lie dcimarcs lie cars %ec both sidesat
ancc, bchold lie cannot reconcile " them ! And not
tili wvc camec back, froni mystcry upon mystery, fram
.-sking agains and again, (Io wc finally lcaro that ive a.re
humait, andi the great lesson thnt is set us.

But 1 believe thiat cvcry mans secs somez truth, at lcast
if lic vriil cansider, and thýat cvery man lias sanie govld
in him, i. .exempliies somte form ai goodness, sa that
%vc are in a way eopec t<7 ta ach ather, as, pch.tps,
by a limitcd camparison, the Apastle Barnabas inny bc
-aid ta have bccns ta St. Paul, andi, thcrefarc, I do not
wanî vc àto tell mie whlat 1 think, but wdîat vou think.
Y ou be youirsclf' and flot 1, wvhilc for yau. I wiii bc my-
sclf andi zot r.cccssariiy you. %Vc arc flot acting parts
in a drana-or, rathcr, ive arc performing the character
tlhat bas been ass-,igncd i s in lfe: -.- cccpling il, ]et us
make ic ebcst ai it. Likc an arrmy, aur ain ks anc andi

comnion ; but ivc carry différernt wcapons. The soldicr
docs not handie ail arms, yet, iii the figlit, or after it, lie
recogniizes, anti oivns hirnseif indebted ta ail. Wc are
ail journeying togethier tawards lifc's Sabbath-zza,
flucis dliversi, quani mare coqnnai. We w~ill strictly
maintain for aur awn rule what ive regardi as the right;
but, whiic dis.-grecing witb, ive %vil] give credit ta cal-h
othier, nt only for honesty, but also, for scing sanie
side ai truth, howvevcr narroiv. Jlishop Wiibcriorce said
iliat cvcry hieresy aivet its succcss ta tie gerins ai trutli
it conta.incti, and many a man bas laboreti and dieti in

a C s ]aigand and donc no more than remave sanie ai
the siones iroin the path of hisn that shouiti folIoV.
But whlat about thc feelings ai others whcn ivc asscrt
aur oivii individuaiity ? WVhy, is it flot the vcry soul ai
fricndshilp that wve shoulti say wha-t ive think. what wec
feel, ta eachi othecr? Is nt titis truc love? In wvh.tso-
ever or whomsocecr founti, I ktowv not wvhat is more
estimable tian sincerity. Yes, and ive cars bc kinti with-
out conforming ; polite wvbiic yct dcclining, wvhilc ntia
niccessarily subscribing-.

Thec folliwing notes upon sermons andi prcaching arc
madie rallier froam axperienca than tramn rcading. If the
idcas are 01(1 andi have ail bcen saisi before, at lcast it is
so)Mcting ta k-now that they, have been run thraugiî
the miii ai cxpcrience and faunti to cantain somte prac-
tical trutli.

(i) WoRK.-I ('o nat belicvc mucli in inspiration, for
inspiration iii composition, even with the greatest ganius,
most cmplhatic-"'; requires ta bc zworked ip. Wheni
yoaur mind is at a whitec beat, then you are inspircd. No
man ever gai up from slccp or from dinsingand straitwvay
aisccndeti andi biought dowvn ta us "the heatvenlies."' No
man cvcr "'surpasscd himsclf " in coiti blood. The niost
powcrfi passages; 10w before the warld hava bccn
cvalvcd affkr a goati deal ai stuff that the author would
not likc ta showv. The charni ai pefect eratory! It
lias ail the fascination ai music ; ive listcet, eyc and
car, intellect and ematirns dclightcd, wverc carricti awvay
anti pronç>unced the aratar inspireti. lie -was inspireti,
for lic wvas wrought up ta it by thc mental activity or
c>zcitemocnt aifperbaps :nany hours

But marc frcqucntly, andi morc ta aur prest pur-
pose-anti this applies bath ta poctry and ta music and
ta ai pawvcrful prasc-that finest passages that hzavc
charmeti the listcning, wvorshipping waorlcl, and live for-
cver have (prasaic terms !), bcnr <4,zsinicid, andl thcy on
%vhom nct faImc bas brcatheti, have been laborers. Anti
cven whcn, in the sense nanicti above, a %vriter is inspireti,
and bis mind gushes wvith rich iticas andi striking ex-
presions> too rapidly pcrhaps for bis pens ta chronicl--
aven tien the best of his resuits thus rapidiy obtaineti
must bc pronounceti capable af further improvement
by caim, declibera-tt labor, study and criticism, 'vithout
which tlîcy %vilI appcar v'crbaose or crude. Look at


