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Qur Success in the 0id. Our Ho;es
in the New.

On the very threshold of A new year,
it susn3 ta us opportuun atter wishing
our wombership the fullest wesrure of
happiness in 157 to 1eeal! the work of
the A-saclatlon in the past twelve
motths and note wherain we have:ue
cetdrd or failed in the accomplichinent
of our nission.

Tho two fold pitrpose tor which the
C M. I A was instituted, and ap
proved of and supported by the Church,
viz., Fraternity and Prolcction for
those depsudent upon us, canuot by
aoy amount Hf subtle reasoning on the
part of thoss who wish to make ita
mere business machiune, be lost from
sight. Certainly noone candeny that
a truly noble aud meritorious work is
belng done by the insurance feature of
our Acsociation. Working together
then—iusurauce, fraternity, religion
—thsy make a combination which
should satisfy the most exacting Catho-
fic. We have frequeatly been told,
however, by those in a position to
know and we must uot shut our eycs
to the fact, that there arec members in
theC. M B A, whoscemto igoore
the religious aud fraterual side of the
Asgociation and imagzine that it is subd-
otdinate to tho busincss side.  This is
indeed, au uusound position, a very
orronvous idea, aund we sincerely hope
it way quickly ba cradicated. T'he
primary coudition of membership, all
must roadily see, is that of Catholicity,
aud practical Catholicity. The Catk-
olic Mutual Denetic Acsociation must
satl under no sparious uame. 1t must
bs what its name predictsif it is intend-
od to bo a permavent srganization, an
orgauization desorving the sauction
and Liessing of tho Church.

Al the daugor to our Association
coXmes fromn this side. If a member
falls 1o fulfi} tho monotary obligation,
aneglects to pay his ducs and assess.
ments, he ips0 fuclo suspends or expels
himpelf, and there is the cnd of it : but
i€ he discharges hisduty asto payment
of dues aud ascesemonts he holds on to
mombenrship, lor a time at loast, even
if he noglects his religious duties en-

! !
fug an account of our stewardshlp, in

reviowing the work of the vear, we
are only requircd to give cold figures
and the nccessary comment on our
business adminietration  Our Conven
tions, algo have devoted their attonion
to the mathemarieal sido with almst
unvarying cexclusiveness.  ‘Chix has
glven rise to comment in certatn guar
terg, and {t is suzgested At since
voustitution changing in this regard
cannot or should not eceupy the delid

vrative sesstons of thy Greand Coundil
to the extent it has fn the past, that
prominetco bo given the Cathelic,
Fraternal aud Sicial sldes of our great
organizution in the future, go that in
our desire for sound hnupclng, wemay
not overlook the lact that we are band
ed together 10 increass  fraternity
amang all,aond the Catholic virtues of
*{utegrity, sohiicty and frugality
individually, under soletnn obligatior.

We have been told, *“youcan give the
ligures as to assessmente, aRciual enrol

ments, suspensions, expulsions. resig-
uations, deaths, etc., but 50 far no real
measuro has been brought forward
whereby the standing of the memb-r
as to those qualities which constitute
his practical Catholicity — can beaszer
tained.” We cited sections 30, 31 and
clause 5% of section 210, of gur Consti

tution, but this is not conside -ed sule.
icnut.

In the year 1~ we have froma
business poiut of view made consider-
able progress. ()a Jan. lst 1896 we
had a membership on our books of
10,4u3, holding C. M. B. A. policies
amounting to &16,165 5 During

the year there were 1216 new mem.

bers admitted. Wo lost by death 107

wembers aud by expulsions and resig- -

uations 126 Iz the past twelve
monthsthelarge sum of £165,150 00 has
been paid beneliciaries aud we have

added 23755 75 to our Reserve
Fund, exclusive of interest. Since
the 1st. Jan. INN we organ-
ized 15 brauvches, 2 iu Oatario,
# in Quebec, 2 in New Bruns.

wick, 5 lu Nova S:otia, 3 in Prince
Edwaid Island and 2in Manitoba and
the North West  Territories.  Our
meinbership on 1st. Jan. 1897 is di.
vided as follows : —Oatario t» 322 mem-
bers, Quebee 2249, N2w Brunswick
022 Nova Scotia 71, Prince Edward
Island 15, Manitoha and North-\West
Territories .t Total 11,116,

Al this shows a steady, normal, and
fairly satisfactory Increase. Tae
oflizors of the brauches have gener-
ally worked well for the assoziation,
isactlﬁcing their time and ability in
t its intoresis in the most pratseworthy
way. For the offi:ers of the Grand
Cottncil we can say the same. Thcy
‘have evinced the desize of dolug all
they could in the faithful discharge of
their duty. Licttle change has been
made in the persone] of the Couucil by
the late Conveution. The only
importaut change made was that
;of Grand Presideat, and we {eel safe

new incumbent will emulate the able
ox-chief oflicer in conducting our
affairs prudeatly and well.

All things cousidered we have ree
son to bu satisficd with cur record of
Inti A3 & convention year it will
make us better know and appreciated.
Wo shail strive to keep the encbhng
ohi-ets of tho association through Tui
Canapinay, and every other legitimate
chanoely, before the people.

With the warm approval of the
church aud its Bishops from Vanzouver
to Piince Flward Islaud, the thaukful
prayets ol 50 many widows aud
orphaus suatched by the C. M. B. A
from praury and ruin, and the loyal
support and cxample of our member
ship, we can with confidence look for
even greater success in the New Year
197,

DEATHOF ARCHBISIHIP FABRE
OF MONTREAL.

O € M. B, A members through
out ¢ wada regret to hear of the death
of His Grace Archbishop Fabre. Ie
was a true fricud to our association,
and to his wito counsel and just de.
cisions at & critizal tinie {a the history
of the association, may, to a great ex
tent, be attributed the success of tho
C. M. B. A. of Cauada in the Prov-
ince of Quebec.

The Catholic Record in its leading
article of the O:h inst. says of the de-

" ceased prelate:

His Grace
Charles Fabre, of ‘ivutreal, died at
the Archiepiscopal residence, on
the 30.h ult. Iis Grace was the
Metropolitan of tho ecclesiastical
Province of Mo treal, which be.
sides tho Archdiocess includes the
diozeses of St. Hyacinthe, Sherbrooke

rand Valleyfield.

Archbishop Fabre was the third Bis.
hop in succession in the diocess of
Moutreal. Hez was a native of Mon-
treal city, where he was born on the
23th Fetuary, 1827.  He received Lis
education partly in Canada and partly
in France. He received his prepara.
tory studies at the Seminary of St.
Hyaciathe, and ccntinued his eccles-
iastical course at Issy in France,
where he was a classmate of the emi.
nent lato Archbishop of Algiers, Car.
dinal Lavigerio, and others who were
aftcrwards promineat in the Church.
*{s was ordaiued to the holy priesthood
in 1330 by Bishop Prince, and had
chargaesuccessively of Soreland Pointe
Cinire parishes, and in 1531 he was
appointed a canon of the cathedral of
Montreal and was stationed in that
city by Bishop Bourget.

In 1873 he was consecrated to ve
Coadjutor Bishop of Moutreal and he
succeeded t) the See in 1876, on Bis-
hop bourget’s resignation owing to ill
health, and he was promoted to bs
Archbishop in 1536.

Recently his Grace celebrated the

tirely. Asa gemeral thing in render” in asuring the membership that the 'one thousandth ordination w the

Archbishop Edward

!

pricsthood conferred by bhim: ke
ordained 1420 gubdeacons, 1220
deacons, busides conferring minor

orders and tonsurs on As many more.
He contirmed during his cpliscopite
220 50 children, and dedieated or
consecrated forty seven new churches.
H{e also consecrated te the Episcopate
Archbishop O Brion of Halifax, Bishop
Lorrain of ontiae, Bishop Ewnard of
Valleytield, Bishop Decelles of St
Hyacinthe, Bishop larocque of Sher.
braoke, and Archbishop Langevin of
S'. Boulface. Seven of the priesta
whom he ordalned have sinco becomo
Bishong, including Archbishop Lange-
vin.

Mpr. Fabre was an indefatigable

worker, and regularly n-ade his visita.
tions to all the parishes of his diccese,
in which religiou hasgreaily prosperced
during his administration. He was
distinguished for bis gentlemanvly
affability and Christinn hindness, aud
he will be mournced by Protestants as
well as Catl Mes throughout the
Dominion, and especizlly in his native
ity.
° The body of the deceased prelate
was laid out ina catafalque in the
cathedral, and the fuueral took place
an Tuesday, 5 h inst. A Iarge
uumber of prelates and clergy were
present and A& giueat concourse of the
people of Montreal of all denomin.
ations. [ftequicscat in pace!

Graud President's Circular.

1o the Catholic Mutual Denerit JAssociation
of Canadda :

My dear Brothers, At our last con-

' vention, the subjuct of engaging paid

i organizers was discussed, and a reso-

. lution was passed referring the same

ito the Biard of Trustees. When the
Trustees wet at Windsor, in the month
of O:tober last, the question was dis-
cussed and the following -2solution
wag carried :

** Moved by Rovereud M. 1. TIERNAN and
seconded by J. J. BEHAN that the Trustees
while recognizing the desirability of employ-
ing paid organizers have not suficient funds
availabje for such purposes and would recom.
mend that a circular be issued by the Grand
President urgiog the Lranches to make »

" vigorous effort t> increass the membership :
and, as an ioceative to bricing in New
Membors, that the sum of one dollar be paid
out of the General Fuud of the Grand Council
for each new member brought in, such pay-
ment to be made to the member bringing in
the new member and that the branches 1

; recommende] to_supplement this Bonus of

t ond dollar by adding thereto one half the ini
tiation fce of three dollars paid into the
braoch by thunew member. CARRIED."

Whilo deploriug our inability, at
the present time, to omploy paid or-
ganizers, wotrust every member of
the Association will do his utmost to
accure new members under the terms
apecified in the recolution.

We may, we hops, at a later period,
be in a position to cmploy organizers,
but, atthe present time, wo must rels
upon the good will and hearty cooper-
ation of cach and avery brother of the
various brauches throughout the Do:
minion.

Trusting that the action of the Trus
tees will commend iteelf to the organ-
ization of the whole country and that,

. under the provisions of the vesoluticn
. of the Trustees, our membership mry
' be greatly increased,
i 1 have the honor to be,
' Most respectfully and fraternally,

} M. F. Hackerr, Grand Presiden?s
Stanstead, Qae., Decomber 1896.




