
TIIE TH-EATRE AND THE CI-IJJRCII.

T UTIS is a subecet wrhichi caîls for special attention, and one which
is much discussed to-da.-y both iii publie and ini private, by

Christians and non-Chiristians.
lit is surprisingly strangre, wlhen we consider the unfathoniable

gap whieh intervenes betwecn the theatre and the chiurch, that
Christians shouid, ',, any degrree, hesitate in their opinion rcgarding
the cv il and the good respectively whichi is conn'ected -%vith them.
They ovcrlook the fact that thicatre-going1( is -one 'I the sensua. pica«-
sures of the world: ' "that whosoewer wvîll be, a friend of the worki
is an eneniy of Godl," and that nu snare is so subtie, const.ant ýand
perilous to the followers of Christ, as conformity to the world.
Nothinm soondri saps truc spirîtuaiity; nothing hinders a revival in
the churchi more effectuafly. Conforinity iinpiies vesem-blance. And
w'hien a professed Christian begins to patronize the tio.atre, and thjus
look like a woridling and act like one> his spiritual sincerity cannot
but become q1iestionable, for there is a complote and irreconcilabie
antagonisin bcetwcen th ' thleatre, cstimiated as a totality, and the
Church of Christ. But sonie wvill ask the question, is not a chlurcil
memnber justifiable ini attending the thecatre a few tixues in order to find
out for imiself its character? Th.is may or mnay not be a legritimiate,
question, but ny objcectin wvriting is to referexclusively tothc profe..ssed
Clnristian who is an habituai frequenter of the playhiouse, and who
goes there xîot nicrely for information, but to gratify his sensu-al.

* pleasures. Suchi persons, 1 say, arc' more of a curse to t e Churchi
of Christ than anythingr else, for they are, as it xvce, st-anding on
the fence anxious to join hauds both withl the world and the chlurchi
and thls try to please God and Maminon. Thcçy forget that the
chief end of their lives is to gorify God, and tiâat ail the influ-
enees whichi are broughit to bear upon the church should be of a
pious character. But whiat is the influence of the th.-atre on thei clhurch? As it lias beeiî properiy asked, "Who ev.-r hcar-m vf -iety
on the stage ? wVho ever heard of a pious actor -Dr a pious actress,


