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OUR MONTHLY CHAT.

One of the most in-Real an uous fa-ures of the
Fictitious J tOt
Valuetos. stamp market is the

existence of so many
fictitious values, which can onily be
temporary and whose frequent due-

tuations weaken the collector's sense-
of security in his collection as an in-
vestient. It lias alwavs been the
boast of philately that it comþines
pleasure vith profit. This lias iii-
duced many to become collectors'
and to buy largcelv vho now begin
to think that thev have been made
the victims of something akin to
fraud. Perhiaps it would be more
correct to say that this disappoint-
Ment is due ini a great measure to

wrong methods of cataloguing ancd
to the want of a standard catalogue
which is not a dealer's price list. All
observing philatelists niust have
beeni impressed with the recent a-
larming fluctuations in values. All
friends of. our hobby miust be inter-
ested in any suggestions whiîclh if
carried out w'ill lielp to make values
more stable, or, in other words, to
increase the proportion of real and
permanent values. We will gladly
publish a symîcsiuni upon this sub-
je.t if our readers will send us their
views and suggestions.

Values of ,VWe have been led

Recent to these reflections bv
Canaclian the prices being asked

Issues. uand offered for recent
Canadian issuès. In

tbe latest number of the illontreai
Pilaite/ist it is stated that a large lot
of ''niaple leaf" and current Cana-
dian stamps was sold to a New York
house at the following iprices per 100:
iaple leaf, le., 3cc.; 2c., 35c.; 3c.,

25c.; 5C., Sr.5o; 6c., $3,50; Sc.,
$2-50; ioc., $6.o; current issue, ic,

25c.; 2C., Soc.; 3c., 20c. Whoever
paid sonie of the prices quoted, if
they wv.re paid, knew .very little as
to the value of whîat lie was buying.
The prices paid for the current i, z
ancl 3c. stamps are at least filve
times too nuch. As to the first
inaple leaf issue, the values can be
aplproximnîately ascertai ned frni the
quanîtities printed. Frem this point
of vizw most of the Jubilee issue are


